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SKETCH of the LIFE 


OF T HE 


7 


Rev. Micai1Jan Toweoop. 


TF knowledge untainted by pedantry ; if ardour 
in the ſearch of truth, united with tenderneſs 
for thoſe in error; if a happy mixture of gravity 
with cheerfulneſs, and dignity with condeſcenſion ; 
if acquaintance with the world, felicity of temper, 
and courteſy of deportment ; if piety without ſu- 
perſtition, devotion without hypocriſy, and faith 
which worketh by love ; if diſtinguiſhed applica- 
tion to the duties of his profeſſion, accompanied 
by ability, faithfulneſs and ſucceſs in the diſcharge 
of them, afford ſufficient outlines to give force 
and character to the portrait of a truly uſeful and 
enlightened Miniſter, it ſeems highly probable the 
reader will not be diſpleaſed with an attempt, how- 
ever haſty and inadequate, to delineate the Life 
and Character of the Rev. Mic AI an TowGoop. 
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The regular and uniform | tenour of ſuch a life 


offers, it muſt be confeſſed, very little variety for 


the entertainment of thoſe readers, who are more 


amuſed by a ſucceſſion of glaring incidents which 


ratify curioſity, than affected by an hiſtory which 
| tends to enlarge their fund of uſeful knowledge, 
and excites them to virtuous conduct. But he 

whoſe wiſhes lead him to excel in intellectual and 

moral accompliſhments, cannot, without pleaſure, 
trace the gradual ſteps by which others have ac- 


_ quired reputation and eſteem ; and few have 


deſervedly obtained ſo great a ſhare of either, as 
the ſubjeQ of the following Memoir, 


To readers of the latter deſcription, the hiſtory | 
of ſuch a man as Mr. Towcoop will be highly 


ſerviceable. It will direct and animatethemin their 


chriſtian courle, and aſſiſt them in their progreſs to 
immortal glory. Indolence ſometimes tempts 
us to conceive that the ſcheme of chriſtian duty, 


preſcribed by the Goſpel, is ideal. We acknow- 


ledge the excellence of the precept, but ſpeak 
peace to ourſelves under our omiſſions and defects 


| by ng, ry whoi is ſufficient for theſe things 9 


Let 


r 
Let us not be deceived. The lives of great and 
good men loudly declare, that every chriſtian 
is enabled by the grace of God, to attain an equal 
degree of virtuous improvement; their example 
invites us to walk by the ſame rule, and to mind 
the ſame things, for thus have they walked, and 
to this height have they attained. 


Peculiarly uſeful muſt ſuch a hiſtory appear to 
thoſe who have choſen the Miniſtry for the buſi- 
| neſs of their lives. They wili ſee the ſtation they 
fill adorned with every thing neceſſary to render it 
reputable and uſeful; one of the ſoundeſt minds, 
joined with the moſt benevolent heart, and a life 
uniformly regulated by the worthieſt principles. 


The following attempt to delineate a character 
ſo truly excellent will, it is hoped, be received 
with candour by all to whoſe peruſal it m_ be 
| lubmtted. 


PA Fo Mr. 


1 * 


Mr. Mic AI j An Towcoop was born at Ax. 
minſter, in Devonſhire, on the 17th of Decem- 


ber 1700. His grandfather was the Rev. Mar- 


TYHEW Towcoonp, who, in the year 1662, feel- 
ing himlelf unable to comply with the Act of Uni- 
formity, quitted the Eſtabliſhment, with many 
other wiſe and virtuous men, who conſulted con- 


ſcience rather than worldly intereſt. By this 
c perverſeneſs of integrity,” as Dr. Johnſon ex- 


preſſes it, he ſacrificed ſome conſiderable worldly 
advantages, but theſe he eſteemed more than com- 
penſated by the peace. of his own mind, and the 
reſpe& and aſfection of thoſe who attended his 


| 4s 6 5 


Mr. MaArrHEwW Towcoop had two ſons, 
both of whom were men of conſiderable learning, 


„ 


* Mr. Mic AI AH Towcoop ſent to the Editor of the new 


Edition of the Nonconformiſt's Memorial a brief account of his grand- 


father, and concluded his Memoir with theſe words; * I eſteem it a 
greater honour to deſcend from one of theſe noble Confeſſors, than to 
have had a Coronet or Garter in the line of my anceſtry ; I look for- 
ward with joy to the approaching happy day, when that glorious liſt of 
heroes will ſhine with diſtinguiſhed honours, and mount up to thrones 


ol power, while their titled and enribboned Perſecutors will ſink into 
; Thame, and be glad to hide their fa--*”"\ the deepeſt obſcurity,” 


8 5 1 


unaffected piety and extenſive virtue; the one a 
| Miniſter, father of the late Rev. SrETHEN Tow- 
GOOD ; the other a Phyſician,* who left two ſons. 
Mr. Joun Davy Towcoop, the eldeſt, was edu- 
cated at Edinburgh in the profeſſion of his father, 
and ſettled at Tiverton, where he died about the 
the year 1736. Mr. Mica AH Towcoop, the 
ſubje& of this Memoir, after a domeſtic edu- 
cation, which, from the character of his father, 
may reaſonably be ſuppoled to have given him 
early impreſſions of piety, and a ſtrong defire of 
knowledge, was committed to the care of the Rev. 
Mr. Cyxanwick, who had the ſatisfaction of edu- 
cating many Miniſters and Gentlemen of reputa- 
tion in the Weſt of England. | 


At Lady-day 1717, he left this ſchool with Mr. 
Amory, who was afterwards a writer of conſider- 


able eminence among the Diſſenters. He was then 


placed, together with this Gentleman, under the 
academical inſtruction of the Rev. SrzrEHEN 
Ja 


Dr. M1carjan Towcoop, the Phyſician, hs author of 
ſeveral publications on practical Divinity, and 1 % An Effay 
for Reformation of Manners”, 


45 


[6% 
IAuks, and the Rev. HENRY Grove, who, in 
the reign of Queen Anne, were Joint t tutors of an 
academy at Taunton. 


Having gone through the uſual preparatory 
ſtudies, he was invited in 1722, to become the 
Miniſter of a Congregation of Proteſtant Diſſenters 

at Moreton-hampſtead, in the County of Devon. 


In this early period of life his habit appeared 
conſumptive, which made his friends apprehenſive 
that his life would be ſhortz but by daily exerciſe 

in riding, the ſtricteſt temperance and a ſalubrious 
air, his conſtitution became more firm and vigorous. 
In his ſtudies, preparatory to the Miniſtry, he had 
. acquireda conſiderable ſtock of learning and know- 
ledge, yet he did not conſider this fund ſufficient 
for future uſe, but, notwithſtanding the delicacy 
of his conſtitution, purfued his ſtudies Ol great 
diligence and © ET: 


PP 
by 
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He role 2 at an early: hour throughout the year, 
and had often ſpent a buſy day before others began 


to enjoy it. In this practice he continued through 
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8 1 4 
life, and thereby ſecured to himſelf a portion of lei- 
ſure for ſtudy and compoſition, which the charge of 
a large congregation, without ſucheconomy oftime, 
| will ſeldom allow. | | 


He very happily laid the foundation of an up- 
| right and faithful Miniſtry at the firſt entrance 
upon the public ſervices of his life. About this 
time a ſtrong and warm debate prevailed amongſt 
the Diſſenters, concerning the doctrine of the 
Trinity, and ſubſcriptions to teſts of orthodoxy, 
which many of the contenders on one fide of the 
queſtion would gladly have impoſed on their op- 
ponents. This controverſy did not originate with 
the Diſſenters, but was occaſioned by Mr. WnIs- 
rox's publiſhing in 1711, an hiſtorical preface to 
a larger work, in which he attacked the Athanaſian 
opinions with regard to the Trinity, as being un- 
ſcriptural, heretical, and contrary to the antient 
doarine of the chriſtian church. For this he was 
| expelled from the mathematical profeſſorſhip in the 
| Univerſity of Cambridge. The Act of the Uni- 
verſity in expelling him, and his ſubſequent pub- 
 lications called the general attention to the ſubje& _ 
5 of 


e 1 
of the Trinity and the books and pamphlets write 
ten at that time by the Eſtabliſhed Clergy were in- 
ſtrumental in leading the Diſſenting Miniſters into 
the fame diſputes. Theſe diſputes were carried on 
with a very unwarrantable degree of warmth in the 
Weſt of England, particularly at Exeter. This 
-will undoubtedly be acknowledged by all parties. 
And the candid and i ingenuous Trinitarians who 
confeſs the truth of this obſervation, will not there- 
by in the ſmalleſt degree prejudice their cauſe: for 
ſhould they even grant that their anceſtors, hur- 
ried away by the impetuous ſpirit of the times, de- 
fended their religious opinions in a manner entirely 
inconſiſtent with the dictates of moderation and 
prudence, no rational concluſion can be drawn from 
this againſt the trnth of their principles. Since it 
is well known, both by obſervation and experience, 
that very unjuſtifiable acts have been committed 
by men whoſe character and mtentions, in the 
general were pure and upright; and that a good 
cauſe has been frequently maintained by methods 
that would not bear a rigourous examination. At 
the period of which we are ſpeaking, the pen 
of controverſy: was univerſally ſharpened, 
Hanc 


cal 
Hanc veniam petimuſque, damuſque viciſſim. 
It was the error of the times. Religious liberty 
was little underſtood, and very partially indul- 
ged by any denomination of Chriſtians. But 
even theſe very contentions, like all other ſeem- 
ing evils, will appear to have anſwered benefi- 
cial purpoſes. They led many to enquire | 
into the right of private judgment, and to en- 
tertain thoſe more accurate notions of religious 
toleration and candour, which have ſince diſ- 
tinguiſhed the Members of the Eſtabliſhment 
and the Diſſenters, in moſt of their writings. 


By conſidering how widely learned and good 
men had differed from one another upon the ſub- 
ject of the Trinity, Mr. Towooop was convin- 
ced that the commonly received opinion could not 
| reaſonably be eſteemed ſo fundamental an article 
of the chriſtian faith as it was generally repre- 
ſented. —He did not call in queſtion its truth, 
but the ſubje& ſeemed to him ſo abſtruſe and 
difficult, that he could not imagine God had 


made the ſalvatiqn of men to depend upon enter- 
e 0 e 


E 
taining exactly the ſame notions concerning it, 
eſpecially as the ſcripture never inſiſts upon the 
neceſſity of our belief of it, During the agitation 


excited by this controverſy, Mr. Toweoo accuſ- 


tomed himſelf to a ſuſpence of judgment on 
points ſo complicated and embarraſſing, He en- 
quired with coolneſs, deliberation, and at full lei- 
ſure. He thought it the wiſeſt courſe, at his ſea- 
ſon of life, to be ſlow, modeſt, and diffident till 


longer time, more patient enquiry, and enlarged 
experience had qualified him to form a final 


Judgment. 


F ron) obſerving, alſo, the violent temper and 
impoſing ſpirit with which this controverſy was 


conducted, he was led to conſider the authority 


on which all impoſitions on conſcience were 
founded, and to imbibe thoſe liberal and cha- 
ritable principles to which he afterwards adhered, 
and for which he became ſo Inns an ad- 


vocate. 


He was ordained at Moreton the 22d of Auguſt 


1722, under the direction of the Aſſembly of 


Mini ſters. | 


1 „ 
Miniſters *, He was no ſooner ſettled than he 
immediately applied himſelf with unremitted at- 


tention to the diſcharge of his duty. He had no 
conception that the life of a Miniſter was to be an idle 
and trifling life. He conſidered the Miniſtry not 
only as a ſtation of honour but of labour, to be ſup- 
ported, not by indolence and eaſe, but by active ſer- 


vice. By no means ſatisfied with merely performing 
the cuſtomary duties of the Sabbath, he devoted a 


conſiderable portion of his time to private inſtruction, 
Once 


* In the year 1653, An Aſſembly of the Miniſters of the Counties 
of Devon and Cornwall was formed for the purpoſes of brotherly 
counſel and advice, In the articles of Concord drawn up for this pur- 
poſe, they agreed that they ſhould not meddle with politics or the affairs: 
of civil Government, or pretend to exerciſe any Church cenſures, but 


only to aſſiſt, adviſe, and encourage each other in propagating truth and 
holineſs, and in keeping their Churches free from profane and ſcanda- 


? lous. Communicants. This inſtitution opened and preſerved a friendly 


correſpondence among Miniſters themſelves, and the Congregations 
in the two united Counties, were hereby aſſiſted in obtaining Miniſters 
for their vacant Churches, The Aſſembly, on theſe occaſions, examined 
the Teſtimonials of thoſe who offered themſelves as Candidates for the 
Miniſtry, appointed the Ordainers, and gave the ſubje& for a Theſis to 
the Candidate. Theſe Aſſemblies are continued to the preſent time, 
but it is now left wholly with the Congregations to ſatisfy themſelves 
of the abilities and qualifications of the perſons they chuſe for their 
Miniſters, At the time Mr. Towgood was ordained, the ſubject on 
which the Aſſembly deſired him to treat was 0 An OPT i 
vt validum * | | 
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Once in the week he had a religious exerciſe in 
his own houſe for the benefit of any of his Con- 
gregation whoſe leiſure would allow them to at- 
tend, This ſervice admitted, in ſome meaſure, of 
the freedom of converſation. His manner of be | 
haviour, on theſe occaſions, towards thoſe whom 
he found well diſpoſed was very engaging; and 
even his reproof was ſo delicately managed, that 
it ſeldom gave offence, the becoming gentleneſs 
with which it was urged making it always appear 
the effect of friendſhip. But his hopes were not 
ſo much in the preſent generation as in the ſuc- 
ceeding. He found it to be an eaſier taſk to pre- 
vent vice than to correct it, and to form the young 
to virtue than to amend the long contracted habits 
of the aged. He employed much of his time, 
therefore, in endeavouring to improve the minds 
of the younger part of his flock, ever conſidering 
them as the principal object of a Miniſter's re- 
gard. « There is nothing on earth,” ſays the 
extellent Maſſillon, © ſo deſerving our homage 
te and reſpe& as innocence. The innocence of 
* children is committed to our care. Their 
* faith, their religion is a ſacred truſt, which 
a „ 


A 
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« God has put into our hands, It is incumbent 


c on us to cultivate theſe young plants. It is 
« one of the moſt eſſential duties of the miniſtry. 
« But by how many 1s 1t neglected? I ſpeak it 
« with grief. How many Congregations are there 
ec where theſe poor neglected children ſcarcely 
« know the God whom they adore?” * They 
need inſtruction, they are capable of improvement, 
and the whole intereſt of religion and the welfare 
of mankind have a dependance upon their future 


conduct. The next generation will conſiſt en- 


tirely of the children planted in this. If they are 


neglected, or ill. inſtructed, religion will die in the 
ſucceeding age: if they are cultivated and well 
principled, they will diffuſe a ſpirit of piety 
through every little region around them, and ſow 


the ſeeds of virtue in the youth of the next ge- 


neration. It is, therefore, of infinite importance 


to cheriſn in their minds the principles of true 


religion, and the of Piety, Juſtice, and 


benevolence, 


— 


8 promote theſe r Mr. Towcoop 
divided the town into certain diſtricts, and cate- 


chized 
* Maſfillon Diſc. Synodaux, 7 


1 
þ 
ba _ 
; 
| 
\ 
ö 
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ß 
chized the children in each of theſe diviſions in 
rotation. Many of the Catechumens are ſtill 
living and retain the livelieſt gratitude for the 
happy effects of thoſe inſtructions. 


To theſe duties he added familiar viſits, and 
was careful to improve the opportunities which 
converſation afforded of diffuſing and encreaſing 
the influence of religion. Many of the Members 
of his Congregation were in poor and indigent 
circumſtances, and moſt of them ſupported by 
their own induſtry; but this did not prevent him 
from calling on them at proper ſeaſons. He 
viſited them in the ſame ſpirit of humble piety 
with which he preached to them, to encourage 
their virtues, aſſiſt them with his -counſel and 
| advice, relieve their wants, and ſtimulate their 
3 _ induſtry, and that, being informed of the 
b ö | Rate of their minds and their manner of life, he 
| might be enabled to conduct his miniſtry accord- 


ing to their particular circumſtances, 
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During his reſidence in this place, he married Miſs 
1 HawxzR, daughter of Jawzs HawxsR, Eſq. 


of 


[1 
of Luppit, in the County of Devon. By this 


lady he had four children, one of whom only is 
ſtill living, Mrs. Susanx au Towcoop, of Exeter. 


Mr. TowcooD continued the Paſtor of the 


Congregation till Chriſtmas, 1736. A mutual 
eſteem ſubſiſted between him and the people of 
his charge, and nothing but the proſpect of being 
more extenſively uſeful, would have induced him 
to leave the Society. This proſpect, however, 
opened to him on his receiving an invitation 


from Crediton, which, on mature deliberation, he 


thought it his duty to accept. His friends at 


Moreton could not reſign ſo faithful a Paſtor 


| without regret, and they endeavoured, by the pro- 


miſe of making his ſalary equal to his expectations 
at Crediton, to retain him among them: but his 
conduct was governed by much weightier conſi- 
derations than thoſe of a pecuniary nature, and 


he removed to Crediton in the "I of the 


year 1737. 


As ſoon as he was ſettled in this Congregation, 


he PO the ſame uſeful Plans for the moral 
improve- 
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improvement of his hearers. He was © inſtant in 


ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, exhorting with all long 
| ſuffering and doctrine.“ 


In all the inſtructions he delivered, one great 
object he had in view was to lead the people to 


| think for themlelves, and to inculcate the princi- 


ples of religious liberty. Strongly attached to 
theſe principles himſelf, and thoroughly ſenſible 
of their importance, he was deſirous of doing all 
in his power to extend their influence. With 
this view he publiſhed a ſmall pamphlet, in the 
year 1737, under the title of“ High flown epiſ- 
copal and prieſtly claims examined, in a Dialo- 
logue between a Country Gentleman and a Coun- 
try Vicar,” wherein Church-Authority, Confir- 
mation, Abſolution, the Burial of the Dead, the 
power of Biſhops to give the Holy Ghoſt, and 
of Prieſts to forgive Sins, the conſecration of 


Churches, and bowing to the Eaſt, are particularly 


conſidered. In this publication the Reader will 
find a very judicious defence of the common 
nights of Chriſtians, and of the ſufficiency and 


perfection of eee as a rule of faith and prac- 
tice, 


1 


tice, without the aid of human creeds and cere- 


monies. 


| In the following year two volumes of ſermons 
| by Dr. Warren, a Clergyman in the neighbour- 
| hood of Exeter, were publiſhed by ſubſcription, 
| for the benefit of the family. The names of many 
Diſſenters appeared in the liſt of ſubſcribers, but, 
| through the illiberality of the Editor, ſome of the 
| ſermons ſelected for publication were filled with 
invectives againſt them, and in one of them par- 
| ticularly, their Diſſent is compared to the Schiſm 
of the Samaritans. At the time theſe ſermons 
| were printed, this charge was frequently brought 
againſt the Diſſenters, and the queſtion concerning 
it was deemed of the greateſt conſequence,® In 


theſe 


* Many of the Clergy of thoſe days repreſented the ſchiſm of the 
Diſſenters in the moſt reproachful light. Dr. Sour calls it * a 
| ſchiſm, that, unrepented of, will as iofallibly ruin their ſouls, as theft, 
whoredom, murder, or any'other of the moſt crying damning fins what-' 
ever.” It is ſome relief under this load of reproach to be kept in coun» 
tenance by the opinion of the pious, ingenious, learned, and ſweet 
tempered Biſhop TAYLOR, as Dr. JORTIN cails him. © Such men,” 
| fays this worthy Prelate, © would do well to conſider whether or not ſuch 
proceedings do not derive the guilt of ſchiſm upon them who leaſt think 
of it; and whether of the two is the ſchiſmatic ; he that makes uaneceſſary 
and OP the ſtate of things) 1 inconvenient impoficipns, or he that 

D diſ- 


T 28 ] 


| theſe more liberal times it will be confeſſed by all, 


excepting ſome recluſe bigots, that a man who 
lincerely worſhips his Maker according to the real 
dictates of his conſcience, whether within the pale 
of the Church or out of it it, is an object of ſalva- 


tion. 


To wipe off the odium ſuch a charge was at 


that time calculated to bring on the Diſſenters, 


Mr. Towcoop, the next year, 1739, publiſhed 
« The Diſſenter's Apology,” in which he fully 


' vindicated their principles and conduct from this 
| groundleſs cenſure, and entered into the conſider- 


* 


at on 


diſobeys them becauſe he cannot without doing violence to his conſcience 
believe them; he that parts communion becauſe he could not, without 
fin, entertain it; or they that have made it neceſſary for him to ſeparate 
by requiring ſuch conditions, which to no man are ſimply neceſſary, 


and to his particular are either finful or impoſſible.“ Much to ſame 


purpoſe is the opinion of the ever memorable JohN HALEs. of Eaton, 
If the ſpiritual guides and fathers of the Church would be a little ſparing 
of incumbering Churches with ſuperfluities, and not over rigid in re- 
viving obſolete cuſtoms or impoſing new, there would be far leſs 
danger of Schiſm or Superſtition, Meanwhile whereſover falſe or ſuſ- 
peed opinions are made a piece of church liturgy, he who ſeparates 


is not the Schiſmatic, but he who impoſes,” Theſe liberal and rational 


principles have lately been ſet in a very clear point of view, and defended 
with great ſtrength of argument in the Aſſize Sermons of the Rey, Mr. 
MANNING, Rector of Diſs, | 
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& ation of Schiſm, Church Authority, and Civil 
| Eſtabliſhments in Religion. | 


About the ſame time he wrote three Numbers 
in the periodical publication called the Old Whig, 
under the ſignature of Paulus.“ The ſubjects 
of the papers were the order for reading the 
Apocryphal Romances of Tobit, Bell and the 
Dragon, and the Services of Confirmation and 


| Abſolution. He has ſhewn, in theſe papers, the 
| dangerous tendency of theſe offices, in encouraging 
men to hope for the favour of God, whilſt deſti- 
| tute of moral rectitude and purity of heart, 


"—_ 


In 1741, the nation being engaged in a war 


with Spain, and diſheartened by the unfortunate 
| iſſue of the expedition againſt Carthagena, Mr. 
| Towcoop publiſhed a pamphlet under the title 


of * Spaniſh Cruelty and Injuſtice, a juſtifiable 


Plea for a vigourous' War with Spain, and a ra- 
tional Ground for Hopes of Succeſs,” In this 
| publication he encouraged his countrymen'to hope 


for n by I to them, in animated lan. 
# Vol. 2 No, . 89, 9o, 91. . 
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guage, the juſtice of the war on the part of Great- 
Britain; by a recital of the cruelties and barbarities 
| exerciſed by their enemies on Pagans, Jews, Ma- 
hometans, and Chriſtians; and by ſhewing their 
vain dependance on falſe and fictitious protectors. 


5 In the year 1742 he publiſhed a pamphlet, un- 


der the title of Recovery from Sickneſs. It was 
intended as a preſent to thoſe of the congregation 
who were lately raiſed from dangerous diſorders, 
and contained ſerious reflections, reſolutions and 
devotions ſuitable to ſuch occaſions. This pam- 
phlet has paſſed through three editions in this 
country, and a large impreſſion was printed in 
America, under the direction of Dr. Mavnzw of 
Ne England. 


No important occurrences diſtinguiſhed this 
part of Mr. Towcoov's life, excepting thoſe 
which. related to him as a writer. Indeed adven- 
tures rarely mark the lives of the good and learn- 
ed. The hiſtory of a fludious man can conſiſt of 
little more than a character of himſelf and his wri- 
tings. But in the year 1743, during his reſidence 

at 


te wn 
at Crediton, an event took place which is worthy 
recording, on account of the amiable light in 
which this worthy Paſtor appeared, and the im- 
portant ſervices he rendered to the inhabitants of 
the town. In this year a moſt dreadful fire broke 
out, by which 4 30 families were deprived of their 
dwellings. The town conſiſted chiefly: of two 
ſtreets, and the devaſtation extended for more 
than half a mile on one ſide of the longeſt of theſe 
ſtreets, not leaving a ſingle houſe ſtanding, and 
but a ſmall part on the oppoſite fide. The loſs 
ſuſtained was eſtimated at C. 40, ooo. This awful 
event was ſufficient to exite the compaſſion of per- | 


ſons however diſtant and unconnetted ; it is not 


therefore to be wondered that Mr. To W6cood, 

who was an eye witneſs of the awful ſcene, and 
Z intimately acquainted with the ſufferers, ſhould 

immediately exert himſelf to the utmoſt to leſſen 


the afflition. His houſe, his purſe was open to 

their relief. In connection with the Rev. Mr. 

STACEY, the Miniſter of the Eſtabliſhed Church, 

he folicited ſubſcriptions, and was particularly 

fucceſsful in procuring a very confiderable ſum of 

money. By theſe benevolent exertions he ſecured 
| to 


, i 
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to himſelf the eſteem of the inhabitants of every 
deſcription, and to minds thus well prepared for 
receiving his inſtructions with gratitude and re- 
ſpectful attention, he preached the following ſab- 
bath, on a ſubject ſo highly intereſting to their 
feelings, and led his audience to conſider the 
hand of God in an event, which he exhorted them 


ſuitably to improve. His ſermon on this occaſion 


was immediately printed, and was of no ſmall ſer- 
vice in exciting public attention to the deplorable 


Rate of the inhabitants. 


This part of Mr. Towcood's life offers an 
uſeful leſſon to Miniſters in general, animating 


them to cheriſh a real and tender affection towards 
the people committed to their care, as a means of 


encreaſing their power of uſefulneſs. A ſincere 


good will, expreſſed by a conſtant ſeries of kind 
offices, compoſing differences, extinguiſhing ani- 


moſities, comforting the melancholy heart, giving 


| counſel to the dejected ſpirit, ſuſpending pain by 
ſympathy and perſonal condolence, viſiting the 


ſick and praying by them with fervency, ſuggeſt- 
ing to an unfurniſhed mo proper materials for 
meditation 
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meditation in the time of diſtreſs, relieving indi- 
gence, and conveying valuable inſtruction in ſea- 
ſons of providential viſitation ; theſe are the ſureſt 
| means of gaining the love and confidence of man- 
| kind; they are powerful charms which rarely fail 
to conciliate the affection of all. The meaneſt as 
| well as the moſt elevated capacities perceive and 
| feel their force. As our Saviour's miracles of 
| mercy in healing the bodily- diſeaſes of mankind, 
prepared them to receive him as the compaſſionate 
phyſician of ſouls, ſo, when Miniſters thus aſſiſt 
in relieving the neceſſities of others, their charity 
inſinuates into the hearts of their people ſuch an 
affectionate veneration as will give all their exhor- 
tations. an authority and force almoſt irrefiſtable. 
It was a ſaying of Auſtin, Dilige, & dic quic- 
quid voles. Si ah da; fi non potes, — 
te fac,” | 


The year 1745 threatened to involve us 
in all the horrors of civil war. The daring | 
Emiſſary of a popiſn Pretender invaded this 
peaceful iſland, unuſed to ſcenes of violence 
and blood, and with. a crew of lawleſs rebels, 


1 
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| threatened ruin and deſtruction to our civil and 


L 24 ] 


religious liberties, and ſlavery, perſecution and 
death to all who ſhould refuſe to make ſhipwreck 
of a good conſcience. The exiſtence of the pro- 
teſtant religion in this kingdom depended on the 


event of a war; and it was the policy of the papiſts 


at this juncture, to ſoften down the minds of pro- 
teſtants to an eaſy admiſſion of popery. It became 
therefore the duty of proteſtant Miniſters, of all 


denominations, to unite in calling the attention of 


the people to the principles of their religion, and 


to ſhew them that the Roman Church is a-grand 
Ne apoſtacy or departure from the chriſtian faith, and 


utterly ſubverſive of the very nature and deſign of 


the religion of Chriſt. In this year, therefore, 


Mr. Towcoop preached and publiſhed a ſermon 
containing a ſummary view of the errors, abſur- 
dities and iniquities of popery, ſhewing its worſhip 


to be 1dolatrous, its doctrine corrupt, and its moral 


conduct entirely repugnant to the 1 of our 


divine Maſter. | 


From | dhe "Mi loyal and public ſpirited mo- 


tives he publiſhed, ina {mall pamphlet, Biſhop 
| | * 
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| Burnet 484 Biſhop Lloyd's account of the birth 
| of the Pretender, ſhewing the ſtrong grounds there 
were to ſulpe& it to be a ſhameful impoſture. ; 


* the fins year, when Mr. Wars had 
brought a heinous charge of Schiſm againſt the 
Diſſenters, on account of their ſeparation from 


| the Eſtabliſhed Church, Mr.  Towcoop ſigna- 


| lized himſelf in the cauſe of chriſtian truth and 
| liberty, by the © Diſſenting Gentleman's Letters,” 
in anſwer to Mr. WHITE.“ Theſe Letters have 
| been highly and deſervedly eſteemed by the friends 
of the religious rights of mankind, and the ſu- 
preme authority of the ſcriptures ; and even many 
liberal minds: in the Eſtabliſhment have felt and 
1 . | 1 con 
Mr. Joux Wu ITE, „ B. D. Fellow of St. John's College, Cam 
| bridge, and Vicar of Ofpring, Kent. The publications of Mr. 
| Wars were three letters to a gentleman diſſenting from the Church 

of England. Theſe letters were firſt printed in 1743 and were ſeveral | 
| times reprinted in 1745, 1746, 1747, and again (collected i into one 
volume) in 1748. Mr. Wulrz was alſo the author of a ſermon on 
the faſt Dec. 18, 1745, A defence of the letters to a Diſſenting Gen- 
tleman 1746, reprinted i in 1748, and 1749. A ſecond defence in 
1748, and 1749. A letter to Dr. CHANDLER, 1749. A Diſcourſe 
againſt the Diſſenters, 1750, An Appendix to the controve:ſy between 
Mr. Wurz and the Diſſenting Gentleman, 1750. The Protefiant. 
Diſſenter guided to the Church of England, An anſwer to the free and = 
| candid Diſquifitions, 1751. The Proteſtant Engliſhman guarded 

. againſt the arts and arguments of Roman TREE. and AY 1753. 


and ſome other controverſial treatiſes in 1755, 
Wh 


— 
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8 confeſſed their force. They are indeed compoſed 
with a ſtrength of argument, acuteneſs of diſcuſſion, 
and animation of language, which entitle them to 
a diſtinguiſhed rank amongſt controvexſial writings. 
—Nor are they leſs commendable for their fair- | 
| neſs. and candour. Mr. Towcoop, conſcious 
of the goodneſs of his cauſe, and of the united 
powers of Reaſon and Scripture on his ſide, riſes 
ſuperior to the common arts of controverſy, and 
while meeting his opponent with a ſpirit of manly 
freedom, amidſt the ardour of contention, pre- 
ſerves an unruffled temper ; nor in the Diſputant | 
ever forgets the Gentleman. His good ſenſe ena- 
bled him to ſee at once, that there would be no end 
to cavilling on particular points; he therefore judi- 
ciouſly made his mainattack on the foundation itſelf 
of all religious impoſition and uſurpation, the claim 
of Church Authority. He juſtly obſerves, that 
the controverſy turns on the ſingle point of the 
Twentieth Article of the Church of England, 
© that the Church hath power to decree rites and 
ceremonies, and hath authority i in matters of faith. os 
This poſition he overthrows in a maſterly manner, 
and proves & that the Church (to uſe his own 
words) hath really and in truth no power at all, 
| nor 


[7] 
nor authority of his kind—that Chriſt, the great 
Lawgiver and King of his Church has expreſsly 
commanded, that no power of this kind ſhall ever 
be claimed, or ever be yielded by any of his fol- 
lowers—that the Church is reprehenſible and high- 
ly criminal before God, which uſurps this power,” 
conſequently—* that the Diſſenters are juſtified, 
and will have honour before God, for entering 
their proteſt againſt uſurpation ; for aſſerting the 
nights and privileges of the Chriſtian Church; and 
| ſtanding faſt in the liberty wherewith Chriſt hath | 


J made them free. * 


| Toenter particularly into the Nate of this con· 
troverſy ſeems needleſs, as Mr. To W6o0D's book 
is generally known and read, and will moſt pro- 
bably continue to be read among Proteſtant Diſ- 
ſenters, | and appealed to, as a complete and un- 
| anſwerable vindication of the rights of private 
| judgment, and a Diſſent from all Human Autho- 


rity whatever 1 in matters ro religion. 


It may not however be improper to obſerve 


that Mr. Wuirrz ſeems to have been greatly em- 
E 2 e barraſſed Tp 
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barrafſed in the courſe of his controverſy 15 a 
- queſtion, ſtrongly and repeatedly urged upon him 


by his opponent—* who are theſe Governors of 
the Church, in whom this power of decreeing rites 
and eeremonies, and this authority i in matters of 
faith are lodged ” A queſtion ſurely neceſſary to 
be reſolved, that we may know to whom we are 
to ſubmit our faith and confciences. Mr. WRITE | 
wiſhes all along to have it underſtood, that the 
Biſhops and Clergy, the ſpiritual Rulers of the 
Church, are the perſons thus inveſted: but this 
tn the Church of England is contrary to faCt.— 
Mr. Towcoop has proved with the ſtrongeſt evi- 


_ dence, that neither Prieſts nor Biſhops, nor both 1 
in. convocation aſſembled, have any power and FT 
authority to decree or repeal a ſingle rite or cere- 
mony, or eſtabliſh or to annull a ſingle article of 
faith—that all authority of this kind is lodged in a 
the King and Parliament, they only can make Cc 
Y and unmake forms and rites of worſhip—they only e 
can authoritatively preſcribe to the Clergy what v 
they are to believe and to preach; that the Church B 
of England is a Parliamentary Church, of which o 
m 


the King is the head; or if it ſhould ſo happen, 
1 8 1 
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the Queen, a Woman, is poſſeſt of eccleſiaſtical 
Supremacy over all the learned Doctors and 
Biſhops of the land, and Judge in the dernier re- 
ſort of Hereſy! Mr. Wir E found himſelf here 

in a dilemma—to anſwer the qq ſtion by ſaying— 


that the Biſhops and Clergy were theſe Governors 
— would have been aſſerting what he was conſcious 


he could not prove, and committing himſelf in a 


quarrel with the State, —to ſay—the King and 
Parliament—would have been giving up that au- 
thority, which he wiſhed to inveſt ſolely in the 


| hands of Spiritual Men, the Biſhops and Clergy, 


—therefore, though repeatedly prefſed on this 


point, he chols to be prodently and perleveringly 
ilent. 


It muſt indeed have been a mortifying conſider- 


ation to one who had ſtood forth the zealous 
champion of Eccleſiaſtical Authority, to find, on 

examination, that all this power and authority, 5 
| which he would claim as the ſole right of the 
| Biſhops and Clergy, is in the preſent conſtitution | 
| of things, a mere nullity,that the Church is a 
| mere creature of the State—and that the Convo- 
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| yl,” as, though yet ſuffered to meet, it is not ſuf- 
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cation itſelf i is now leſs than © vox, et præterea ni- 


fered to deliberate, and is only in fact, magni 
nominis umbra, a ſhadow that juſt flits before 


our eyes, ſuddenly and totally to diſappear. - 3 : 
At the ſame time it muſt be a melancholy re- y 
flection to a ſerious mind, that the Divine Reli- 
gion, which the Father of Lights has revealed by * 
his beloved Son, the Lord Jeſus, and eſtabliſhed i E 
on his own authority, to purify the hearts of men, 8. 
and raiſe them above the mean conſiderations of 
| | earth and time; to promote the virtue, the peace, # 
the perfection and eternal welfare of every human bis 
| being, ſhould ever have been made ſubſervient to of 
the purpoſes of worldly intereſt and ambition, and Wi 
turned into an engine of ſpiritual domination, or nu 
of political expedience. But ſuch has been, and ry 
ſuch, it is to be feared, ever will be the conſe- rel 
- quence of a civil eſtabliſhment of religion, guarded art 
by ſubſcriptions, and ſupported by worldly digni- aut 
ties and emoluments. Human intereſts will pre- WY 
dominate, where ſpiritual principles only ſhould Wi gra 


govern. Inſincere and intereſted men, eager for 
| a ſhare 
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| a ſhare in the ſpoil, will ruſh in, where many an 
| honeſt man dare not tread; and a kingdom not of 
this world, will become, to all intents and pur- 
| poles a mere kingdom of this world. When reli- 
| gion is thus circumſtanced, nothing leſs than a 


continued miracle can preſerve it in it's purity. 


But, thanks be to God, fairer proſpects ſeem 
opening upon us. The world is growing more 
enlightened and more liberal. © The freedom of 
W thinking in which the preſent age glories, is diſſi- 
| pating apace the charm of ſpiritual ſorcery, by 
which the underſtandings and conſciences of men 
[in former ages were enthralled.*” The principles 

of religious liberty and the right of private judg- 
ment are virtually eſpouſed, by a very reſpeQable 

[number of the Clergy of the eſtabliſhed Church; 
„for all thoſe who print, ſpeak, or even think on 
| religious ſubjects, in any degree contrary to the 
articles which they have ſubſcribed, renounce the 
authority of the Church in matters of faith.” And 
when once truth can obtain a hearing, ſhe will ; 

Ry and finally Ie 1 

©. Toweoees Diſſent, p. 332, laſt Edit, 


L 
| Meanwhile let us revere the memory of thoſe 


heretics by whom, under Providence, ſo happy 
a change has been affected; ; who have exerted 


1 themſelves with wiſdom and integrity in the cauſe 
1 : ol civil and religious liberty; and by their writings 
g 8 have contributed to emancipate the human mind; 


to reſtore to reaſon its true dignity, to conſcience 


its ſacred rights; and to fix our faith, as chriſtians, 


on the only foundation on which it can ſtand ſe- 
cure, the word and authority of GOD. Glorious 


249 will their names ever ſhine in the Britiſh annals. 


Future generations will riſe and call them bleſſed! 


This publication had a very extenſive circula- 


t,: on, and was the means of introducing it's Author 
to the acquaintance of perſons of great literary cha- 
raQer, both in England and America. Many let- 


ters of thanks were ſent him for the ſervice he had 


| : | 5 £ done to the cauſe of religious liberty, and particu- 
i hrly by Dr. Cxavuncy, of Boſton, in N ew-Eng- 
[ . land, WhO became his frequent correſpondent, 
| | -- -. under whoſe direction three editions of theſe 
Letters were printed in America, befides the fix 


1 editions ——__ which __ paſſed 1 in this country. 
Wulf 
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| hill Mr. Towcoop was thus pb em- 
ployed in vindicating the religious rights of man- 


kind, he was not indifferent to their civil liberties. 
| About the ſame time he publiſhed, in one ſmall 
volume 8vo. an Effay on the Character of Charles 
the Firſt. | 5 


No character in antient or modern Hiſtory h has 
2 be een ſo differently repreſented, or has produced : 
uch violent debates as that of Charles the Firſt; 
. and yet it is of ſingular importance, to every one 
ho wiſhes to be acquainted with the hiſtory and 
| | onſtitution of his country, to have a juſt idea of 
his conduct, and of the tranſactions during that 
unhappy and turbulent reign. . This can only be 
obtained by ſtating the evidence on both ſides 
| yith fairneſs and impartiality, and he who per- 
brms this taſk, with care and integrity, does ho- 
our to himſelf, and has an undoubted title- to 
he thanks of the public. This is the plan pur- 
| ed by Mr, Towcoop in his Eſſay. He brings 
ito one point of view, whatever the moſt celebrat- 
hiſtorians of the time had ſaid upon the ſub- 
ct, and that the reader may judge what degree | 
8 1 e 


"0 WF 
of credit'is due to the teftimonies produced, he gives 
in his preface a ſuccinct account of the hiſtorians 
from whom his authorities are drawn, and leaves 
him impartially to conſider the evidence they offer, 
and to decide as his own diſcernment ſhall direct. 


In an appendix the Author proves, from Biſhop 

Burnet, Arehdeacon Echard, Clarendon, Rapin, 
and Hume, that the Puritan or Preſpyterian 
Clergy were the only body of men in the whole 
kingdom, who had the courage to oppoſe and 
proteſt againſt the tnal and condemnation of the 
King, and petition for the life of the Royal Suf- 
ferer; and that they had the principal hand in re- 
ſtoring Charles II. to the throne of his anceſtors. 


Theſe facts, however unattended- to by the 
authors of thoſe illiberal invectives which are occa- 
ſionally laviſhed on the body of the Diſſenters, are 
certainly deſerving attention, ſince it clearly appears 
from their evidence, that the Proteſtant Diffenters 
are by no means enemies to the monarchical g0- 
vernment of this country, but may be reckoned - 
amongſt its moſt zealous and conſiſtent friends. = 

55 * , That 
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That they are not members of the Church 4 
England they have always openly avowed, by the 
cleareſt and moſt deciſive of all declarations, an 
uniform courſe of conduct. Beſides the particu» 
ner objections they have to a number of ceremo- 

| nies, and to a form of prayer which they ſhould 
not be permitted to adapt to their own views, by 
the alteration or omiſſion of a ſingle ſentence; they 
W found their diſſent on what appear to them to be 
very important general reaſons. They diffent, 


18 


ES 


4 becauſe they deny the right of any body of men, 


nd x 3 . . | ; 
ha whether civil or eccleſiaſtical, to impoſe human 
Lene, creeds, or articles, or to have any authority 


W in matters of faith. They diſſent, becauſe they 
apprehend the Church of England, in requiring 
a ſubſcription to her doctrines and ceremonies, 

| claims and exerciſes a power derogatory to the ho- 
Wnour of the great Maſter, the ſole Lawgiver, and 
Wſupreme Head of the Church. They reſt entirely 
on the ſufficiency of ſcripture, and the right of 
private judgment. It was upon this fundamental 
principle of goſpel liberty the reformers af the 
Engliſh Church ſet out when they ſeparated from 
the n of Rome. If their conduct was com- 
4 ENS | mendable | 


1 
{ 
. 
| 
I 
* 
l 
| 
. 
48 
* 
ö 
5 
1 
: 
11 
1 
5 


FA bo 


EF 


mendable, and can be juſtified by reaſons of the 


higheſt importance; if they had a right to follow 


the dictates of their conſciences in the great affairs 
of religion, and to proteſt againſt all attempts to 


infringe or deprive them of this privilege ; the 


| conſequence i is, that, ſince truth and reaſon are 


unchangeable in their nature, every man, in every 
age, hath an equal right to the ſame liberty. This, 
then, is the right which the Proteſtant Diſſenters 


| aſſume as the e of their Gout: 1 


What is there in theſe ſentiments inconſiſtent 
with their retaining at the ſame time the warmeſt 
affection to the welfare of the State? Men may 


yield ſubjection to the civil laws of their country, 


and bear their ſhare of the public burthens; be 
zealouſly attachedto theirſovereign, and benevolent 
to their fellow- ſubjects; ; Unite with them i in their 
endeavours to ſupport. the authority of govern- 


ment, and to reſiſt their common enemies, whether 


foreign or domeſtic; and, in a word, enter cheer- 
fully into every meaſure which is neceſſary to ad- 


vance the peace, proſperity, and reputation of 
their ey, though ny may differ widely in 
their 
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mere theory. It is certain and notorious fact.— 
Whoever looks back to the period of the Reſtora- 
tion, and candidly conſiders the conduct of the 


Irs 


edit, will want no farther confirmation of what is 
here aſſerted. | 


Nor are theiy: ales] principles altered ſifce 


country, to entertain a wiſh of altering its form of 
government. They have a decided preference far 
monarchical government. They reſpect a body of 
Nobles, which in a political view, have little or no 
; | reſemblance to the Nobility of F rance ;. and they 
4 regard with veneration, the weight which is given 
to the people at large n the voice of the Houſe 
of Commons.“ e 
In all the changes that have occurred during the 
two laſt centuries, in ſituations the moſt arduous, 
[Li vt V 
* See the Declaration of the Proteſtant Diſſenters in Yorkſhire, 


97 


their religious ſentiments, from their ſuperiors, or 
the majority of thoſe about them. Nor is this 


Diſſenters, as Mr. Towc 00D: has fairly repreſent- 


that period. The Diſſenters of the preſent day are 
too much attached to the civil conſtitution of their 


| were put to the ſevereſt trial, they do not heſitate 


Difſſenters and the moſt diſtinguiſhed of their fello - 
fabje&s. It is not oftentation that diQates this i. 


port their character in the moſt open and explicit 


determined friends of our admired conſtitution, | 
 mveCtives againſt them proceed, they cannot avoid 
the ſecond Charles and James, and on the death 


roads of n tyranny, entitles them to a more 


1 36 1 
and in the moſt dreadful convulſions of an eventful 
period, when the principles and fortitude of men 


to challenge a compariſon between the Proteſtant 


challenge, but, having been miſrepreſented as 
Levellers, Republicans, and Perſons undeſerving 
of national confidence, they are compelled to ſup- 


manner, perſuaded that the more ſtrictly their con- 
duct is examined, the more unſullied will their re- 
putation and honour be acknowledged, and the 
more clearly will they appear to be the ſteady and 


When they confider from what quarter theſe 
Wc: 
obſerving that their zealous efforts, their cordial a. 
concurrence with the Biſhops, under the reign of 


of Queen Anne, to preſerve the whole conſtitution 
in Church and State, and to guard againſt the in- 


18 


generous 
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generous repreſentation of their principles. It is 
vich great pleaſure they reflect that many members 
of the eſtabliſhed religion have ſpoken more 
; favourably of their Proteſtant Brethren. Dr. 
Wrowarvs, a Divine of the Church of England, 
W thus very candidly expreſſes himſelf. © If we 
would but open our eyes, we ſhould ſee that we 
are beholden to the Diſſenters for the continuance 
of a great part of our theological principles ; for 
if the high-churchmen had no checks, they would 
# have brought in popery before this time, by their 
8 overvaluing pomp and ceremony in divine wor- 
W ſhip. So that if there had been no Diſſenters the 
Church of England had been long ſince ruined.. * 


The Diſſenters are always happy in teſtifying 
their reſpect to gentlemen who treat them with 
ſuch candour and liberality, and with pleaſure 
acknowledge that many perſons of this liberal diſ- 
| poſition are to be met with among the Clergy. 
far be it from them to depreciate the character of 
a ſingle individual of the Eftabliſhment. 2 Great 


is the felicity of this nation, in having ſo many 
| i 
5 2 Dr. Edward's Preacher, vol, 8. page 133. 
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of it's eſtabliſhed Clay whoſe learning and whoſe 


lives reflect honour on their profeſſion, and whoſe 
writings have bleſſed the world with ſome of the 


nobleſt defences of virtue and religion.“ · They 


muſt be loſt to all ſenſe of excellency who are 
not ſtrack with the piety of a TiLLoTsoN, the 
integrity of a CLARR E, the chriſtian principles 
of a HoaDLEy, and the generous and enlarged 
ſentiments of a WArsox. The Diſſenters are 


happy to declare that they eſteem many among 


the Clergy of the preſent day, as men who do 
+ honour to their profeſſion and themſelves, by their 
learning and ability, as well as by their liberal and 
| Catholic principles. The writer himſelf rejoices 


in the acquaintance of many Clergymen who are 
ornaments to human nature, and whoſe acquain- 
tance it will be his ambition to cultivate. 


The Reader will excuſe this digreſſion. It is a 
facrifice to truth and friendſhip, and I ſhall never 
ſcruple to go a little out of my road to perform ſo 
PRs and ſo * a rite, 


j 


* Mr. Toweoop's Serious and Free Thoughts, &c, P* 299. 


te FT: 

| I now proceed to obſerve, that another edition 
W of this Eſſay on the Character of Charles the Iſt. 
| was publiſhed by Mr. Parker, the Printer of the 
General Advertiſer in 1780, without Mr. Tow- 
Wcoop's being made acquainted with his inten- 
tions. It was afterwards reviewed as a new pub- 
lication in the Monthly Review, and ſome very 
ſevere reflections were caſt upon the writer for 
1 aſſerting, on the authority of Oldmixon, that Ld. 
Clarendon's Hiſtory of the Rebellion lay under the 
3 ſuſpicion of being ſoftened and garbled in favour of 


a | the royal cauſe. This circumſtancewas mentioned 
7 by Oldmixon on the authority of EpMuND 
Surren, the Poet, who ſaid, with his dying breath, 
chat he was employed for this purpoſe. This charge 
| of Oldmixon's was believed by many perſons to 
be well-founded, at the time the firſt edition of 
this Eſſay was printed, but Dr. Jouxsox and 
others have ſince proved, to the ſatisfaction of the 
| world i in general, as well as Mr. Towooop himſelf, 
| that it was entirely groundleſs. The original ma- 
| nuſcript has been ſeen by many reſpectable gen- 
tlemen, and amongſt others, by Dr. BixcH and 

Dr. Bun rox, whole evidence is unqueſtionable. 

185 G = Had 


— 


[4 ] 
Had the printer of. the ſecond edition conſulted 
Mr. Towco00D before he took the liberty of print- 
ing the Effay, I am — the paſſage would 
have been omitted. 15 


On the death of Mr. GREEN, in 1749, Mr. 
Towcoop was invited to become co-paſtor with 
Mr. LavIxcrox, Mr. War Rox p, and Mr. 
STEPHEN. TowGooD, his Couſin, in the two 


united Congregations of Diſſenters in Exeter. 


Before he a on the ſtep he ſhould 
take, he wrote to ſeveral of his brethren in the mi- 
niſtry for advice, and when by their prefling defire, 
he removed to Exeter, he was followed by the 
1 prayers and good wiſhes of thoſe whom every 

honeſt man would be ambitious to pleaſe; and 
there are many ſtill living at Crediton who retain 
a ſtrong and grateful ſenſe of his inceſſant and ten- 
wr ſolicitude for their welfare. 


A new ſcene now opened upon him, in which 
he had many difficulties to encounter, ariſing from 
the I of ſeveral perſons to his religious 

opinions 


FF. 


W opinions. 11 3 no ſmall degree of rind 
and addreſs to overcome theſe impediments to his 
iſcfulneſs. He was too well acquainted with the 


human mind to expect to ſucceed by an unſeaſon- 
able and haſty intruſion of his own views of the doc- 
trines of chriſtianity. The underſtanding i 1s not 
W to be taken by aſſault, but to be won by gentle and 
| gradual approaches. Mr. Towcoop never gave 
: up what he thought an eſſential article of faith in 
2 order to pleaſe men; but by his juſtly acquired re- 
5 | putation as a writer, by diligent and affectionate 
* bſſiduity in the various branches of the paſtoral 
8 pffice, and by the force of chriſtian meekneſs, con- 
5 Heſcenſion, and a readineſs to do them all kinds of 
| 9 ood offices, he conciliated their affection and 
| eſteem, and conſtrained them to forego their ob- 
ections. He conſidered and accommodated him- 
elf to the different tempers, prejudices, and in- 
Wirmities of mankind, as far as a good conſcience 
vould allow, and imagined himſelf fully juſtified 
n this conduct, by the behaviour of our bleſſed - 

Lord and his Apoſtles, and the prudential and 
pacific maxims of the New Teſtament,* They 


| 2. Who 
Io this conduct it has been objefted, that 1 all men afted on this 
inciple no reformation could ever have been expeted, Toa ſimilar 
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who think this too great a ſubmiſſion, do not ſuffi- 


ciently diſtinguiſh between a ſervile compliance 


with the practices of the world, which religion for- 
bids, and that innocent condeſcenſion to its weak. 
neſs which the goſpel, not only allows, but re- 


contends as eſſential to ſucceſs in the . 


miniſtry. 


In every inſtance in which Mr. Tow oOo) 


conceived the moral improvement and religious 1 : 


liberty of his hearers to be concerned, he acted 36. 
with fortitude and zeal without the harſhneſs and 
ſeverity with which they are too frequently ac- 


companied 


* 
528 


At his firſt entrance on his paſtoral duties at 8 
Exeter, he found a cuſtom had prevailed reſpect- 


ing the admiſſion of members to the communion, 
which 


objettion a ſenſible wiiter furniſhes us with this anſwer. * Far 
very far be this from my deſign, Yet had I renewed opportunities of 
preaching to a Society of Papiſts, and were bent on their reformation, 
tho? I could never ſay I believed tranſubſtantiation, purgatory, &c, not 
even hint that they might poſſibly be true, yet I would not ſhock theit 
prejudices at znce, but rather keep the diſputed things out of ſight, "tall | 
the foundations were laid, till I had gained a ſhare in their confidence, 
and with more advantage could ſap the foundation of error, and open 
the truth to their view.“ THEOL, REPOS.v, 3. p. 1% 


| LI 45 | 
WE which he thought unwarranted by ſcripture, and 
W often attended with miſchievous conſequences. 


Every particular church is a ſele& religious 
ſociety, and all its members have an undoubted 
= right to be ſatisfied of the character and qualifica- 
W tions of every new member, previous to his ad- 
W miſſion into the ſociety. Thus far is plain from 
OD | the very nature and deſign of ſuch an inſtitution. 
OUS * But in judging of theſe qualifications we are 

ted 7 rictly to adhere to ſcripture as our rule. we 
and 4 Fare to remember it is not a human ſociety, guarded 
ac- 5 by human laws, but a religious aſſociation, under 
5 | the direction of laws eſtabliſhed by Jeſus Chriſt. 
; It is formed upon the ground of his authority; it 
acts under his direction. It has not, therefore, 
like human ſocieties, a right to eſtabliſh new laws 
, by general conſent, and to excommunicate, or in 
1 any way exclude ſuch as reject or violate any of 
| | theſe arbitrary regulations. The laws of Chriſt 
alone are the rule by which its members are to be 
governed, and whatever determines the chriſtian 
character, muſt alſo determine the right to this 
communion. If we are contented with ſcripture 


— 


rule, 


Ter 


rule, we may unite in chriſtian communion, though 


we cannot in opinion. 


The terms of communion in the ſocieties with 


which Mr. Towcoop now became connected, 


had been uſed to require a more particular exa- 


mination of the candidate than he thought the 


ſcriptures countenanced, which tended to diſcou- 


rage meek, humble and modeſt perſons, whilſt it 


rendered it eaſily acceſſiBle. to men of hold and 


forward diſpoſitions, who were tempted to declare 


more than they really experienced leſt the church 
ſhould reject them. He eſteemed a chriſtian life 
a very ſufficient and a much better rule, becauſe 


he did not find the ſcriptures required any other; 
and, if the ſociety were ſatisfied of this, he thought 


it not material by what means it received the in- 


formation: from this time, therefore, it was left 


to the miniſters to converſe privately with the 


candidate, and enquire into his knowledge of the 


nature and deſign of this ordinance, and whether 


his views, in deſiring to join in it were ſincere and 
upright. When the Miniſters were ſatisfied in 
theſe points, they mentioned the name of the per- 

BE . ; ſon 
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dn one month preceding his admiſſion. This 
beral and catholic conduct has been continued 
W om the time of Mr. Towcoop's firſt ſettlement 
: Exeter. In the decline of life he felt great 
| leaſure in reflecting that, whilſt our breth- 
en in the Eſtabliſhment and many Diffenting | 
= hurches fenced round their communion table 
mth terms and conditions, forms and rites which 
Wi never preſcribed, the Church with which 
. had been connected was founded upon, what 
thought, a more ſcriptural and apoſtolic plan. 

BA dreſſing himſelf to theſe ſocieties, in the laſt 
a ublic act of his life, he mentions this circum- 
4 tance to their honour. Lou lay your commu- 
; hon open to every ſincere chriſtian to whatever 
Wenomination or party he belongs. Whatever 
| lis peculiar notion or ſpeculations may be as to 
Woubtful and diſputed matters, if you have reafon 
d believe him an honeſt and ſincere, however 

piſtaken man, you receive him, as you are com- 

Wanded, but not to. doubtful diſputation, and 
ive him this pledge of your affection and eſteem, 
bat you conſider and behave towards him as a fel- 
bw-ſervant, and a chriſtian brother“. | 
' Whil | 
* Addreſs to the Socicties on . the Paſtoral Charge, | 


deſirous of promoting zeal in others. He was 


pleaſed when he had opportunities of animating and 


men into religious offices, and to impreſs the mind 


on the conſcience to inſiſt upon a ſcriptural rite, 


tion, who, diſpenſing with ſcriptural rules, intruded 
themſelves upon the public without complying 
with religious forms. The common objection to 

| this ſervice, that many perſons have conceived er- 


1 practice ſo reaſonable in itſelf, and ſo beneficial in 


ES ] 
 Whilft Mr. Towcoop was thus zealouſly en. 
gaged in fulfilling his own miniſtry, he was no leſs 


always ready to engage in public ſervices at the 
ſtated Aſſemblies of Miniſters; and was peculiarly 


encouraging his younger brethren by taking a part 
in the ſervice at their Ordinations. He conſidered 
the ſolemnity of Ordination, as well calculated to 
prevent the intruſion of ignorant and unworthy A"! 
of a Miniſter with a lively ſenſe of the dignity and 
importance of the charge he i is about to undertake, 


So far was he from conſidering it as an impoſition 


and apoſtolic practice and appointment, that he 
was rather inclined to think thoſe guilty of impoſi- 


roneous and ſuperſtitious notions concerning it, he 
did not think a ſufficient reaſon for diſcontinuing 


its 


| — 49 J ; 
ts effects. The abolition of a ſcriptural, apoſtolic : 
Practice, on account of the poſſible abuſe of it, was, 
n his opinion unwarrantable, more eſpecially when 
t could be proved from ſcripture; that this ſervice 
25 performed when no office was conferred, and | 
NO extraordinary gifts Were communicated. : 1” 


— 


In a letter no before me, Mr. TowWOOOD thus 


to | 
hy xpreſſes himſelf On this ſubject, to 4 whoſe 
nd on bad lately been ordained. = 


«I congratulate my worthy and dear Brother 
n the pleaſing proſpect, that his name and ſpirit 
ill ſtill live and ſhine and animate the Chriſtian 
hurch, when himſelf ſhall be called to a better 
orld. I have juſt read the ſervice at the ſolem- 
1 y of your amiable Son's ordination, and thank 
ou for one of the beſt charges that I ever heard. 
read on ſuch an occaſion. I am ſorry to find 
nat ſome of our younger brethren, who are riſing ; 
p to ſucceed us, affect to treat the ſolemnity of 
Ordinations with ſuch cool indifference, and 
d wiſh to ſink it into a total neglect. Two more 
ptional, learned, and liberal Divines, than Har f 

| _ LETT, 


. 


. 


LETT, of Exeter, and BREK EL, of Liverpool, the 


preſent age has ſcarce produced; and both have 
publiſhed, each a Tra to ſhew the reaſonableneſs, 


_ + propriety, and uſefulneſs of this ſolemnity. I wiſh 


theſe young Gentlemen would read carefully theſe 
Tracts, they would then think more E and 


juſtly on the ſubjeR.”* - 


In 1750 Mr. Towooop publiſhed a pamphlet 


under the title of The Baptiſm of Infants a rea- 
ſonable ſervice; founded upon ſcripture, | and un- 
doubted - apoſtolic tradition; in which its moral 
| 5 and uſe 1 in religion are * : 


In this ne the Author repreſents the rite 


rather as a ſtanding token, than as a proper inſtru- 
ment, and mean of God's mercy and grace to us; 


as a perpetual memorial inſtituted in the church, 


_ fignifying to believers God's readineſs to pour 
down his ſpirit upon them, and his bleſſing upon 
their offspring. The argument from antiquity, 

or apoſtolic tradition, had never been preſented to 

the public in ſo contracted and clear a light before 
this publication, and ſucceeding writers on the ſub- 


ject 
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a have frequently owned' their obligations to 
Mr. Towcood for the aſſiſtance they received 
from this part of the treatiſe. This pamphlet was 
of late become very ſcarce, and its author received 
many applications for a new edition of it; and, 
(I mention it with great - pleaſure as an in- 
ſtance of liberality) ſome gentlemen, of con- 
ſiderable literary character in Oxford joined in 
the application. In compliance with the wiſhes 
of his friends, Mr. Towco0D permitted a third 
edition to be publiſhed in the beginning of the year 
1791. Beſides the three editions publiſhed in this 
country, large impreſſions were printed in Ame 
rica, by Dr. Mavuzw and Dr. Cnauncy. | 


This pamphlet was followed the next year by 
another publication, entitled, Dipping not the 


** k 


only ſcriptural and primitive mode of baptizing.“ 


REY 2 
* * 


It was written with a view. to vindicate Chriſtianity = 
from the unworthy imputation of laying ſo much 'Y 
ſireſs, as has been done, upon a point ſo entirely 

circumſtantial and external as dipping, and to 2 
perſuade Chriſtians, who thought differently on 
re this ſubjef, to mutual for bearance and charity: 


i | | Ta H 2 a matter 


. 

4 matter doubtleſs of infinitely: more importance 
chan che quantity of water, or the manner of its 

application. That is baptiſm, chtiſtian baptiſm 
to every individual, which he himſelf thinks to be 
fo, after impartial enquiry and examination. 
| Thoſe who reject infant baptiſm and ſprinkling, 
as well as thoſe who practiſe them, agree in the 
belief of the ſacred inſtitution of the ordinance. 
They beth allow, that children ſhould be devoted 

to God, and ſhould grow up under all poſſible 
obligations to duty, and firice they both ſincerely 
endeavour to find out the will of Chriſt and prac- 
tice it accordingly, how unreaſonable is it to break 
off chriſtian fellowſhip, and live at enmity with 
each other, becauſe ſome are devoted to God and 
Chriſt, by this ceremony, a little ſooner | than 
others; or becauſe there is a difference in opinion 
on ſo immaterial a point as the quantity of water 


neceſſary for this rite, and the manner of its ap- 
plication. This is furely to diſhonour our ſacred 
| religion, and too naturally brings not only chriſ- 
tian baptiſm, but chriſtianity itſelf i into contempt. 
Where faith in Jeſus Chriſt, love to God, and 
obedience to his will, are conſidered as neceſſary to 

V ae 
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E 
ſalvation; and agreed upon by all; a liberal and candid 
mind will regret that theſe leſſer things ſhould be 
the occaſion of diſunioninchriſtiancharity, and pre- 
vent our worſhipping together in the ſame Aſſembly, 
cating at the ſame table of Chriſt out common 
Lord, and walking in perfect communion and 
fellowſhip with one another “. 


We have already gi given an account of the Ac. 
et of Miniſters of the two united counties of 
Devon and Cornwall, and mentioned ſome of the 
excellent purpoſes it was calculated to ſerve. 
But, as every human inſtitution partakes of the 
imperfection of its origin, ſo this aſſociation being 
formed at a period, when religious liberty was very 
imperfectly underſtood, it is no wonder that ſome 
| of its rules ſhould have breathed the contracted 
ſpirit of its pious, but misjudging founders. The 
Aſſembly, when it appointed ſome of its members 
to aſſiſt at an ordination, was uſed to inſiſt upon 
ſueh qualifications from the candidate as the ſcrip- 
| ture never required. It was, therefore, charge- 
able with afſuming an unlawful juriſdiftion over | 
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the conſciences of men. Mr. Toweoop, with - 
many other members conſidered it in this light. 
They perceived that the admitting one unſcriptu- 
ral Teſt to be impoſed, by an order of the Aſſem- 
bly, as a neceffary term of admiſſion to the chrif- 


tian miniſtry, was a matter of very ſerious mo- 
ment, and might draw after it conſequences ex- 
tremely important. For one being admitted, two, 
or ten, or thirty-nine might with equal right 
hereafter be added: the conſequences of which 
were too obvious to be unobſerved, and too for- 


midable not to be an object of dread. —It being 


therefore propoſed in the Aſſembly, which met 
in May 1753» to take into conſideration the fol- 
lowing queſtion, © Whether the Aſſembly will 
recommend any candidates to ordination who re- 
fuſe to declare their faith in the Deity of the Son 
and the Holy Ghoſt,” it was debated, * © Whether 
the faid queſtion ſhould be put,” and it was de- 
dlided by a mio * in the negative, 


This debate would probably have given rife to 
very warm animoſities had they not been very 
| ſeaſonably diſcountenanced by the truly « catholic 

and 
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and conciliating conduct of ſome aged M . 
The candid reader, it is preſumed, will not think 
| I go too far out of my way in tranſcribing the 
following letter written on this occaſion by the 
Rev. Mr. BARON, of Plymouth. However un- 
intereſting the debate which gave riſe to it, the 
ſentiments it contains deſerve to be preſerved and 
-inculcated through my age of the HO 
church. | 


Plymouth, July 6, 1753- 
1 and Dear Sir, 

As I am overtaken with age, and bowed | 
Fa, with. infirmities, the time of my public ſer- 
vice, and even of my continuance in this world 
muſt be towards a cloſe. May you and others 
live long and be uſeful, when I ſhall be ſleeping 
in the duſt! In this evening of my day, next toa 
regard to my own future ſafety and welfare, is my | 
concern for others ; that true religion may be con- 
tinued amongſt them, whereby the honour of God, 
of Chriſt, and the Holy Spirit are to be preſerved. 
The bad lives of ſome, and the fierce contentions 5 
of other profeſſing chriſtians, will, I * make me 


go orrowing, to the grave. 
| "a Give 
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. * Give me leave to tell you of ſome things be- 
hs your, and in my time. Several years ſince 
ſome. hot unwary perſons took, as was thought, 
too great freedom. in, diſparaging and oppoſing 
the commonly received doctrine concerning the 
ever- bleſſed Trinity; whereupon. it was judged 
neceſſary that every Miniſter ſhould. declare his 
faith as to that point in the Aſſembly. This was 
done by moſt, and refuſed by few. - The ence 
of ſome, andthe declarations of others, in terms that 
were not liked, brought on ſuch animoſities, diſ- 
tractions, and diviſions, between Miniſters and 
people, as I hoped never to ſee or hear more. 

Many learned and good men, who I doubt not, 
are now in heaven, and others going thither, fell 
under great hardſhips and ſufferings that I did not 
then foreſee, whom I heartily pitied, helping 
ſome of them, according to my narron abilities, 
in their diſtreſs. Obſerving theſe ſad and rueful 
effects, I long ſince determined never to ſay or do 
what might bear hard upon my brethren, who are 
accompliſhed with learning, do lead good lives, do 
believe the divine authority of the ſacred ſcrip- 


_—_ and , all that n is waren, 
| ri 


. of . 
* 2 
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ſaid of God the Father, of God the Hon: and of | 


e- 
15 God the N Ghoſt. 
= I » murh grieved, and ſtill am, at what 


been there, I would have done all I could to pre- 
ſerve peace and love, and would have deſired that 
nothing more might be required of thoſe that offer 
themſelves to the Miniſtry, than, to the beſt of my 
knowledge and remembrance has been required of 


ſelves. 1 know that wiſe and good men have in 
| ſome things always differed; and, I believe, always 
will, until they come to the ſtate of light and per- 
fection, where all ſhall ſoon be. much wiſer .and - 
better than here; and brethren ſhould not fall out 
Lin the way thither. Far am I from judging and 
cenſuring any that differ from me; believing 
them to be conſcientious, good men, inquiſitive . 
after truth, and ready to embrace it, I eſteem and | 
love them: and ſuch, 1 am perſuaded, were many 
on all ſides that were at the late debate. | | | 
„Let us, that are Miniſters, remember that 
the Servants of the Lord uu a not _ but be 
* | patient, 


any that for more than fifty years propoſed them- = 


T3 


patient; gentle to all men, in meckneſs inſtructing 


thoſe that oppoſe than ſelves. In the courſe of © 
my life and Miniſtry, I have often found that a a, 
little prudence, and a great deal af patience, have i *< 
made great conqueſts. In no one congrega- * 
tion are Miniſters and all the people, nor are the a 
people among . themſelves, all exactly, in every in 
thing, of one and the lame mind : Nevertheleſs, ſu 
whereto they have attained, they ſhould walk in q 
love by the ſame rule, holding to Chriſt the ſame g1 
head. . | 
3 People ſhould not entertain groundleſs jea- ©? 
louſies, or throw out uncharitable ſurmiſes con-W 11 
cerning worthy Miniſters, who live well, and to 
preach well; and ſo render their labours uſelels, Wii L 
and their lives grievous, to the great diſeourage . b 
ment of others to prepare for and enter on the ©2 
Miniſtry, to the diſſolving our general Afem-Wſ th 
bly, to the ſhutting up the doors of many churches Wi pe 
and to the deſtroying, in this part of the world, * 
Nonconformity, which I am fully perſuaded is the 
cauſe of Chriſt. But if any are of a diſcontented, 


fierce, dividing temper and behaviour, let us pity 
them and pray for them, and after doing for them 
what 
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what good we can, if in vain, let us leave them to 
God and themſelves. At the ſame time, let ſuch as 
are of a more chriſtian temper and carriage hold 
together, encourage and ſtrengthen one another, 
marking thoſe who would cauſe diviſions, and 
avoiding them. And, it is to be hoped, men's 
inflamed mind will by degrees cool, paſſions will 
ſubſide, and prejudices will wear off, whereupon | 
quiet, charity and love, through the goodneſs a and 
grace * God, may enſue. | 


CI I hope, my good Brother, you will kindly : 
| excuſe my troubling you with this very long letter. 
If there be any thing in it that may be of ſervice 
to you or others, I ſhall attain my end in writing. 
| Let us, while in this dark, imperfe& Nate, at leaſt 
” our prayers, be as helpful to one another as we 
And let us encourage ourſelves with the 
| eng that we have a kind maſter who can ſup- 
| port his faithful ſervants here, and will plentifully 
reward them hereafter. | | 
1 am, with * Sera &c, 

P. | £1 PxrxA Bann.“ 
| To the Rev, Mr. Watrond. F 
ects 10 = . None 


n 


a3 
Many other letters were written by Mr. Baron 
which had a happy effect on the minds of thoſe 
to whom they were addrefſed. Mr. Towcoop 
was charmed with the moderation and candour of 
this venerable Miniſter, and thus weren his 
thanks or his n interference. e 
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| Tre, Des 8, 1783. 
Rev. and Dear Sir, | 
„ eſteem myſelf greatly liged, We 
greatly delighted by your letter to Mr. WAI RON D. 
1 cannot but think, Sir, you are employed in a 
moſt noble and important part of the miniſterial 
character in thus promoting peace on earth and 
good will amongſt men. A ſervice, moſt cer- 
 tainly, highly pleaſing to him who is ſtyled the 
prince of peace; and a fervicc highly beneficial 
and ſalutary to his church, whoſe bleeding wounds 
you are kindly 2 to _ up. 


« As you have been enabled (in a manner 
not fo common as it might be wiſhed in religious 
: diſputes) to act up to the apoſtolic rule of ſpeak- 
ing the truth in love, it muſt neceſſarily have 


great 
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great weight and make ſome happy impreſſions. 


let in upon ſome excellent minds, hath already, I 


OD 
of am perſuaded, had exceeding good effect. When 


| we are drawing near the world of peace, where 
all the children of God ſhall be gathered together 
in one, how ' defirable is it to fee] one's mind 


| enlarging itſelf to embrace all righteous and good 


men, however differing from us here. Your own 
| mind, Sir, is riperiing apace for that happy ſtate, 
expecting ſhortly to be tranſlated thither. And 

you cannot leave behind you a more valuable or 
important legacy than thoſe labours of love in 
which you have travelled. As you are every 
| day drawing nearer, may you feel more of the 
| celeſtial flame which is the light and life of me 
* of bliſs. 1 5 


May your day of ſervice amongſt us, Sir, be 
greatly prolonged, and your ſun ſet at laſt bright 
| and ſerene, and open to you a joyful entrance 
B into che een of perfect light. . „ 
ee 7-410 am, Rev. Sir, your's, Ec. 
Mic. Towcoop.” 
e 


1 


| The ſoft but ſtrong light which your letters haue 


opening all its ſocial and benevolent affections, and 


1 
* * 
f 


T1 
Mr. Tow6 oop- again appeared before the 


public i in the year 17506, as the author of a very 
ſeaſonable and ſpirited pamphlet, under the title 
of © Serious and free Thoughts on the preſent 
State of the Church and Religion,” occaſioned by 
the Biſhop of Oxford's charge to his Clergy, 
wherein his Lordſhip drew a melancholy picture 
of the times. Hence our author took occaſion, 


pay — hed ot 


with a becoming freedom, to point out ſome of 
the cauſes of the prevalence of ſcepticiſm, which 
ſeemed not to have been ſo thoroughly and ſo ſe- 
riouſly adverted to, as their importance deſerved. 
Ihe principal cauſe on which he inſiſts i is the ge- 
neral apprehenſion that the Clergy are not them- 
ſelves thoroughly perſuaded of the truth and im- 
portance- of the chriſtian religion, inaſmuch as 
they ſolemnly ſubſcribe to articles they do not 
really belieye, and declare their unfeigned affent 
and conſent to forms, in divine worſhip, which 
they highly diſapprove, perhaps, heartily condemn. 
This object he ſets in a ſtrong point of view, and 
ſhews the fatal conſequences ariſing from it to the 
cauſe of religion in general, This pamphlet has 
* ne . paſſed thro' five editions ., 

In 


* Biſhop Burnet accounts for the amend contempt of religion in 
| the fame manner. Paſt. Care, Pref, p. 15: 


41 
= 4766 he publiſhed a ſermon, preached at 
Exeter, on the Lord's day, after receiving the ac- 
count of the taking of Cape Breton. 25 


The next year Mr. Towooop met with a ſe- 
vere trial in the Joſs of Mrs. Towcoop. He 
had lived thirty-five years with his lady, who, 1 
| himſelf, was a model of the conjugal virtues. 
Both of them exhibited a pleaſing example of all 
the felicity reſulting from the reciprocal effuſions | 
| of unabated tenderneſs and eſteem. The ſepara- 
| tion was painful, and he felt like a man, but not 
| like a man without hope. Thoſe conſolations he 


had often imparted to others, in ſcenes of domeſ- = 


tic affliction, had their full effect on his own 
| mind, and inſpired him with that reſignation and | 
ſerenity, which all ſtand in need of, but which 
| none but 12292 _ can feel in 5 hour of diftreſs, 


e this period, many Diſſenters i in as 
ſhire, thought it expedient to open an Academy 
in Exeter, for the purpoſe of educating young 5 
perſons for the Miniſtry, and other learned 
profeſſions, as well as for civil and commercial 

4 life. 


. 
life. In this undertaking Mr. To 0WG00D Was 
deſired to engage as a Tutor. A houſe proper 
for the purpoſe was given by W. LLIAM MAck- 

Wok TH PRAED, Eſq; and the library belonging 
to the late Academy at Taunton, was removed to 
Exeter, for the uſe of the Students. This library 
was a valuable one in itſelf, and was conſiderably 
encreaſed by the will of Dr. Hopes, of London, 
who gave his books for the benefit of the i 
tion. With theſe advantages the Academy whs 
opened in the year 1760. The province aligned 
Mr. Towcovp was, the delivering, once a week, 

a critical Lecture on the Scriptures; a department 
wherein he had ſcope for the exertion of all his 
abilities, and an opportunity of opening to his 
pupils his ample ſtores: of ſcriptural knowledge, by 
which | he made his learning more extenſively uſe- 
ful, - Thoſe gentlemen who had the happineſs to 

attend his Lectures will remember, with gratitude, 
bis affectionate and ſolicitous concern for their 

| improvement. and uſefulneſs, and eſpecially that 
they might be animated with the love of truth, 
and clearly comprehend the genuine Principles of 
n. To promote theſe important .pur- 
T9 ons . 


A LS 

L oſes, he permitted, encouraged, and aſſiſted them 
to think freely and impartially upon every ſubject 
of natural and revealed religion, which the ſtudy 
pf the ſcriptures would neceſſarily bring under their 


to conſideration. He did not look upon it as his 
1) duty to keep up ſtrictly at all times to the charac- 
ly ter of the didactic teacher. His lectures were ra- 


ther the open informations of a friend, e the 
dlictates of a maſter. He was always ready to 
enter into converſation with his pupils upon any | 
points with the difficulty of which their minds 

ere preſſed and entangled, and had the happy 
talent not only of intereſting his pupils, and of 
directing their attention to ſubjeRs of importance, 
but of explaining difficulties . with fimplicity and 
clearneſs. He checked any appearance of bigotry 2 
and uncharitableneſs, and endeavoured to corre& 
them by ſhewing what might be ſaid in defence of 
thoſe principles they diſliked. He had a peculiar 
vivacity of thought, and ſenſibility of temper 
which rendered him quickly ſuſceptible of the 
warmeſt emotions upon the great ſubjeQs of reli- 
gion: this gave a pleaſant unction (as the F rench 
term it) to bis diſcourſes, which commanded the 
. 11 8 attention 
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attention of the ſtudents, and at the ſame time left 
ſtrong impreſſions upon their minds. He was, 

by nature, candid, undiſguiſed, and averſe to 
every thing dogmatical or aſſuming, and to what. 
ever might betray an appearance of | impoſing his 
_ own ſentiments and views of religious ſubjects; 
he would, therefore, in the mildeſt manner poſſi. 
ble, hint to his pupils what he conſidered as an 
error in their judgment, or a fault in their con- 
duct, and never failed to inſtru& them moſt pov 
erfully by his own example, a method the beſt cal. 
culated to ſucceed with young perſons of a liberal 
and 1 ingenuous diſpoſition. . 


The Gentlemen to whom the other departments 
were aſſigned, were well qualified to. fill them 
| with credit and uſefulneſs. Under ſo able a a direc- 
tion, this academy was the means of furniſhing 
many congregations in the Weſt of England witl 
_ uſeful Miniſters, and of preparing many lay Stu- ba. 

dents for filling important ſtations in ſociety. 
Alfter this inſtitution had exiſted about ten years 
it ſuſtained a great loſs by the death of Mr. Tus- 


N ER, who read Lectures i in Mathematics and Na- 
; | | tur a 
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ural Philoſophy. Happily for the en 
Mr. Thou As IERVIs, was choſen to ſucceed him, 
nd there was a proſpect of its ſtill continuing to 
e a uſeful ſeminary, when Providence was pleaſed 

o deprive the Weſt of England of the advantage 
rived from it in 1771, by the deceaſe of Mr. 
ERIVALE, the T utor in Divinity, whole memory 
be ever endeared to me and to many others, who 
tended his Lectures, by the recollection of the 
uld dignity of his character, the fairneſs and per- 
licuity with which he treated diſſonant opinions, 
zeal in encouraging free enquiry, and the 3 
ods he purſued to excite in his pupils the love 
chriſtian truth and piety. 


There is ſcarcely any period in the Engliſh 
ſtory, ſince the Revolution, more critical than 
t which preſented itſelf in the year 1768, when 
great queſtion of taxing America was in agi- 
on. The intelligent and reflecting mind of 
Towooon „ habituated to range with free- 
2, and accuſtomed to ſpeculate upon human 
nts, to regard their cauſes, their progreflion, 
their effects, could not, without concern, ob- 

n ſerve 


L.A 
ſerve the political fituation of his coun try at that 
jundture. In a letter now before me, which was 
written in December 1768, he thus expreſſes 
himſelf. | 


* Your 3 — on the aſpe& of public 
affairs were, alas! too juſt; nor have the facts, 
which have ſince intervened, brightened the proſ- 
ped. New clouds ariſe. The affair of our 
Colonies is now approaching to a dangerous criſis. 
I pity our oppreſſed brethren. We celebrate 
| Hampden and Pym, and the noble patriots of 
the former age, for refuſing to ſubmit to an illegal 
and arbitrary taxation. I have never ſeen nor 
| heard the arguments urged by Lords Camden 
and Chatham, the Farmer of Penſylvania, &e. 
attempted to be calmly and ſolidly anſwered; but 
by votes and reſolutions in parliament, and by a 
naval and military force; arguments which may 
| filence but can never convince. The conteſt 
ſeems now betwixt might and right: which will 
prevail Heaven alone knows, and it is nope for 
us, Heaven alone will determine. 


* 
-_ 


. My 


1 
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« My worthy Brother will not condude from 
what is ſaid above, that I think the Colonies ought 
not to be taxed, They undoubtedly ought : but 


let them tax themſelves. If this were refuſed, 
(as they plead it never has been) then meaſures of 
compulſion might be properly uſed. But as theſe 
affairs are not only under a parliamentary, but a 


Divine inſpection, there we will leave them: only 


praying that our oppreſſed brethren may have for- 


titude and diſcretion, to behave as becometh chriſ—- 
tians in this day of their trial. Our debt is enor.. 


mous, and our taxes heavy ; the Coloniſts, as par- 


taking largely of that Trade and Navigation, and 


that Sovereignty of the Seas, which by this debt 
were procured, are indiſputably bound to contri- 


bute as largely to its diſcharge. 


At the concluſion of this unfortunate war he 
thus writes to the ſame friend, 


« You ſeem to wonder at my entertaining any | 
hope reſpecting the ſtate of the nation. My hopes 
are of a moral, not political kind. The proſ- 
perity of fools,” we are told, cc deſtroys them.“ 
That 
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i That has been undoubtedly our caſe. What then 


is the method, which a wiſe and merciful God 


takes to recover us to ſanity, and rectitude of mind, 


in which our real happineſs conſiſts? Even that 


which is now. taking to humble—to cut ſhort 


to take us down from the proud ſeat to which we 
had exalted ourſelves among the nations, and to a 


uſt ſenſe of our dependence upon that power, 


which alone exalts or brings low, whom we had 
profanely forgotton. Was not the young Prodigal 


a much happier man when returning in hunger, 


than when revelling with his harlots, and drowned 


in luxury and mirth ? We have too long, perhaps, 
proudly boaſted of being ſovereigns of the ſeas, 


miſtreſs of the ocean, &c. &c. I am not fure it 


was not a criminal ambition, not only to claim, 
but even to wiſh or affect it. | W hat right has any 
one nation to aſpire after an univerſal empire over 
the ſeas, more than Lewis XIV. had to attempt it 
over the European lands? In the grand diſpute 
between Selden and Grotius, upon Mare liberum 
et Mare clauſum, I rather ſuſpe& my country- 
man was in the wrong, in claiming an excluſive 
right of domipion, in that part of his creation, 
Eb. which 


— 
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which the God of nature had left open and com- 
| os to all; and that this treaty of neutrality, now 
negotiating amongſt the maritime powers, will pro- 
bably affect greatly our national grandeur and com- 
merce; yet if it be breaking down a barrier which 
we unrightouſly ſet up upon what God has left 
common to his family of mankind „ his will be 
done. Fiat Juſticia, ruat Cœlum. There is 2 
criminal as well as a laudable love of our country. 
To wiſh its elevation, upon the depreſſion of the 
rights and liberties of other nations is a ſordid and 
baſe paſſion, and yet this is the fatal patriotiſm 
which now generally reigns (rather rages) in men's 


breaſts.”? 


In the beginning of the year 1771, Mr. Tow- 
| c00D had the affliction of loſing . Miſs Maar 
Towooop, his eldeſt daughter, and a very amiable 


an” 


lady. 


At the requeſt of an Aſſembly of Miniſters in 
Northamptonſhire, he publiſhed in 1772, a judi- 
cious Abridgment of his Letters to Mr. Wulrx, 
under the title of “ a plain anſwer to the queſtion, - 

| why 


why are you a Diſſenter? In this pamphlet, 
the arguments in favour of religious Liberty, and 
Diſſent, are brought into a compaſs ſo narrow that 
Proteſtant Diſſenters (who form a conſiderable 


part of this kingdom, and are by far the largeſt 


body of Proteſtants in Ireland) may ſee the grounds 


of their Diſſent at one view, and be the better ena- 
bled to give a rational account of their principles 


and conduct. 


In the latter end of the year 1777, he loſt 


bis Couſin, Mr. STEPHEN Towcoop. This 


venerable Miniſter was ſucceeded in the paſ- 


toral charge by the writer of this Sketch, who al- 
though he had been ſome ſhort time in the academy 


in which Mr. Mic AIJAH Towcoop was a tutor, 


was too young to be fully ſenſible of the extent of 
his knowledge, and the goodneſs of his heart ; but 


from the time of their miniſterial connexion, he 


had the freeſt acceſs to' his company, and the 


| fulleſt opportunity of knowing and experiencing 


the value of his friendſhip. Indeed he conſidered 


it as one of the happieſt circumſtances'in his life, 
to have been brought into ſo cloſe a connexion 
ET -” with 
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with Mr. Towooon, who, from that period, 

became his aſſiſtant in ſtudy, his counſellor in dif- 
fculties, and his ſolace in diſtreſs, and ſuch was 
the reverence with which his character inſpired 
him, that in this reſpect, he may allude to the 
words of an Apoſtle, « 2s a Son with a Father I 
have ſerved with him in the Goſpel.” 


Notwithſtanding Mr. Towcoop was now far 
advanced in life, he took his ſhare in the ſtated 
duties of the Sabbath, and continued to officiate 
till at laſt the infirmities of age diſabled him from 
the more laborious part of his miniſterial func- 
tions. Being no longer capable of public duty, he 
reſigned the paſtoral office in the year 1782, after 
more than . ß years oh ſervice in the chriſtian 


church, - 


The two united Congregations of Diſſenters in 
Exeter, were ſo highly and juſtly ſenſible of the im- 
portant advantages they had derived from his 4 
Miniſtry, that they returned him their unanimous | 
and affeQtionate thanks for all his labours among 
them; and, to ſubſtantiate this expreſſion of their 
L ,  pratitude 
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gratitude and reſpeR, they, at the ſame time, pre- 


ſented him with an elegant filver vaſe, on which | 


was 8 the . motto: 4 


& In Teftimony 
V 
Keſpect for the eminent 
Th 1 | 
Faithful Service 
of 
The Rey. MICAIJAH TOwGooD, 
Paſtor to the two United | 
Congregations of PROTESTANT Pian ron 
in the 
Ciry of EXETER, 
during the courſe of more than 
Thirty years, This PI ECE of PLATE 
is _ affectionately and reſpectfully 1 
preſented. 
1782.0 


Ibis teſtimony of their gratitude was accom- 
panied with a requeſt that he would publiſh ſome 
of his manuſcripts; and to prevent any expence to 

_ himſelf in complying with it, the Societies pre- 
8 viouſly 


pe 


re. 
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viouſly eneloſed in the vaſe a ſum of money abun- 


dantly ſufficient for the purpoſe. This requeſt, 
ſo full of reſpe& to their venerable paſtor, had it 
been made at an earlier period of his life, would 
probably have been complied with ; but his own 
taſte, and his deference for that of the public, he 
felt would engage him in a taſk which his very 
advanced age would render irkſome. To gratify, 


in ſome meaſure, the wiſhes of his friends; he pub- 


liſhed an addreſs to theſe Societies on the grounds 


of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt; the ch deſign of which 


is to give a conciſe, and at the ſame time, compre- 


henſive view of the leading evidences of chriſtia- 


nity; the obligations under which it lays its pro- 
feſſors, and the beneſits to which it entitles them. 


When the Reader of this little volume takes 


into conſideration all the circumſtances under 
which it was written, he muſt be convinced that 


the writer was a man of extraordinary abilities. 
Let him conſider that he drew up this addreſs not 


in the days of his youth, when, as a writer expreſ- 
ſes it, the memory and imagination are in full | 


bloom and vigour, neither in his firm and mature 
L 2 age 


- 
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but in the laſt period of life, in the 84th year of 
his age, a ſeaſon when all thoſe branches of our 
nobler parts are at beſt drooping and barren, if 


not entirely withered and decayed by age. Under 
all theſe diſadvantages, this addreſs is compoſed 


with ſo much judgment, and breathes ſuch a ſpirit | 


of piety, zeal, and concern for the beſt intereſts of 
his affectionate charge, as will be edifying to every 
reader, and cannot fail of being particularly felt 
by thoſe to whom it is more immediately addreſſed. 

It is a publication which will reflect the higheſt 
honour on his head and his heart. For if the ve- 
teran ſoldier be held honourable, who, in an hand 
benumbed by time, has graſped the juſt ſword in 
defence of his country ; ſhall he be leſs eſteemed 


whoſe trembling pen labours to the laſt in promo- 


ting the cauſe of religion and virtue? 


\ 
0 


From the time of his reſigning the paſtoral of- 


- fice, he continued to receive his friends with his 
wonted kindneſs. His fortune was ſufficient to 


ſupply him with every requiſite accommodation, 
and to enable him to aſliſt thoſe brethren in the 


miniſtry 


age when the fruits of the underſtanding are ripe ; 


C 
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miniſtry whoſe circumſtances were firai chrened 
and neceſſitous. His houſe was always open to 


receive them, and he ever treated them with a 


warmth of affection and delicate generoſity pecu- 
liar to himſelf. It is an obſervation of Dr. Joun- 
SON, that whoever retires from the world, the 


world as eagerly retires from him. This cenſure 


upon the virtue and diſcernment of mankind is 
not univerſally true; and Mr. Towcgo affords 
a pleaſing inſtance, that wiſdom and virtue, whe- 
ther exhibited in the public ſcenes of life, or in re- 
tirement, will ever be courted and admired. His 
company was coveted by all his acquaintance, and 
in the years ſubſequent to his reſignation, he was 
viſited, not only by his particular friends, but by 
many ſtrangers to his perfon, in whom his writings 


had excited the greateſt reſpecte. 1 


In the decline of life the weakneſſes, even of 


the greateſt men, are frequent and excuſeable. 


Bodily infirmities gradually impair the powers of 
the mind. Uneaſy ſenſations, long continued, 
frequently ſour the native fireetnefs of the temper, 
and give a forbidding auſterity to 55 manners. 


Strangers 
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Strangers to the feelings of pouths, old men an 
judge even the innocent ſallies of lively ſpirits, and 
a warm heart by the ſevereſt dictates of rigid pru- 


dence. Finding their judgments little attended to, 
by thoſe who are addreſſed on all ſides by a more 


alluring voice, they become querulous and impa- 


tient. Theſe appearances, however diſguſting, muſt 
humanity, yet from the recollection that the day 


is not far diſtant, when we ſhall ſtand in need of | 


the ſame indulgences. But experience proves that 
old age, is not always attended with theſe infirmi- 
ties. Ut enim non omne vinum, ſic non omnis 
ætas vetuſtate coaſceſcit; as it is not every kind ol 
wine, ſo neither is it every ſort of temper, that 
turns ſour with age. Habitual temperance pre- 
| vepted Mr. Toweoop from feeling many of the 
infirmities to which age is ſubjeR; and the religion 
he had inculcated diſperſed the clouds, and dif- 
| fuſed a ſunſhine on the evening of his life. The 
eaſineſs and ſweetneſs of his temper, are not to 
be deſcribed by words; of this nothing but con- 


verſation with bim could convey a juſt idea. A 
diſpoſition 
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fpoſition fo happy was e habitual, and 
contitmed with him t to the laſt. 


= 15 Tho- old, he ſtill retain'd = 
: His manly ſenſe and energy of ſoul. | 
Virtuous and wiſe he was, but-not _ 
His eaſy preſence check d no decent joy.” 
1 ARMSTRONG. 


| There was every thing in his ſituation to make 
old age a ſlate of felicity. He could look back on 
a long ſeries of public ſervice, in which he had 
been the honoured inſtrument of much good; 
health, and the continued uſe of his rational facul- _ 
ties enabled him to enjoy the preſent. moment, 
and his future proſpects were joyous and anima- 
ting: the dawn of an approaching glorious immor- 
tality brightened the evening of his life, and kindled 
ſuch exhilerating hopes that, when converſing on 
the ſubje& of his departure, his countenance would 
glow with an animation ſo peculiar, that his friends : 
might be tempted to think they were already con- 
verſing with an inhabitant of another world. Yo 


| Writing 


F 
Writing to a highly valued friend, the Rev. 


Mr. WoxrhIx rox of Leiceſter, to whom the 
writer of this Sketch is indebted for many va- i 
luable letters inſerted in this , he thus ex- þ 

i . preſſes himſelf. | 

i. „ When I look back and ſeriouſly review the w 
Bebe ding periods of my paſt life, I bow down b 
with grateful wonder, and join in the ſong of my il © 
dear Mr. WoRTHINGTON, and ſay, * how many, a 
O Lord our God have been the wonderful works lo 
thou has done for us! How precious have been ar 
thy thoughts to us ward, how great has been the of 
um of them!” But hb we look forward and Y, 
contemplatethe infinitely better things, he unſearch- an 
able riches which divine goodneſs has laid up forus i ſp: 
in that other world, upon which we are ſoon to enter, * 
what language can expreſs the grateful tribute we rei 
owe! We are loſt---we are ſwallowed up in the ch 
| height and depth and immenſity of this grace; ou! 
and can feel, as well as fay, that verily God is love; pra 
and that as high as the heavens tranſcend the earth, =, 
fo great is his mercy and compaſſion to us. * 
Wine to the ſame friend, in his 82d year dec 


| he To. 
« As 
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inviſible, almighty Hand has moſt graciouſly up- 
held, conducted and helped me; I bow with deep 
humiliation, under a ſenſe of the innumerable 
weakneſſes and defects which have attended my 
beſt ſervices, and am ready almoſt to call them 


adore the goodneſs and mercy which have fol- 
lowed me thro” every paſt ſcene of this pilgrimage; 
and in which, I humbly hope, as to all future ſcenes 
of my exiſtence, that they will endure for ever. 
You little know, my dear Sir, the real weakneſs 


a rank i in your affection and eſteem. But ſove- 


out of the mouth of babes nn its own 


{ 


praiſe.” 8 i — 0 88 f 


decline of life. | babe: | | 
ME I bleſs 


C iy to my own retroſpective view of the long g 
| ſucceſſion of years, and of ſervices thro* which an 


« ſfplendida peccata: but can never enough 


and imperfections of your diſtant friend and corre- 
ſpondent, whom you have honoured with ſo high 


reign, almighty grace works by whom it will work; 
chuſes weak things to confound the ſtrong, and 


In his 87th year, addreſſing himſelf to the hiſs I 
perſon, he draws a moſt Pleafing pifture 0 of the N 
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“I bleſs God that I can look forward to an 
approaching ſtate of light and peace where nei- 
ther ſtrife nor debate can ever have place. Through 
the great favour of heaven, I feel the earthly part 
of my frame ſinking gently, and with little pain, 
to its original duſt; but far greater is the favour 
that the fel}, the mind that inhabits this ſinking 
frame, can, thro' the grace of the chriſtian cove- 
nant, look for the mercy of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
unto eternal life. Full of hope that the doctrine 
of the ſoul's ſleeping till the reſurrection at the 
laſt day, is as unſcriptural as it is unjoyous, 1, 
with humble confidence, commit my ſpirit to that 
Almighty Father that gave it, and to that compaſ- 
ſionate Saviour who died to redeem it; hoping to 
meet you, my dear friend and brother, in thoſe 
manſions which our Lord is gone before to pre · 


pare for our reception.“ 


How truly venerable is old age, when attended 
with diſpoſitions and cheered by hopes like theſe! 
But let me remind the reader anfl myſelf, that it is 
by theſe habits and diſpoſitions alone, gradually 


acquired in mY life, that we can 1 hope to pafs the 
| concluding 
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concluding ſcenes of it with the ſame ſerenity and 
reſignation. It is delightful to behold the corn 
fields in. harveſt, covered with corn, ripe for the 
ſickle, but it cannot be beheld except the corn has 
been ſown in the ſpring. The caſe is the ſame with 
the culture of the mind, Can he who has 
paſſed his life wholly in ſecular purſuits, in graſp- 
ing riches, aſpiring after preferment, in amuſing 
himelf with ſhew and oftentation, or in wallowing 
in ſenſuality and voluptuouſneſs, have laid a foun- 
dation for paſſing a chearful old age? Nothing is 
more certain than that the mind remains to the 
laſt, as it has been formed in the younger part of 
life. The ruling paſſion ſeldom fails till all fails, 
The mind having been for 40 or 30 years bent one 
way, muſt preſerve to the end the form it has re- 


ceived, 


Thoſe who have been ſo wiſe in their youth as 
to conſider life in its proper light, a trankent ſtate, 
to be temperately enjoyed while itlaſts; who have 
improved their minds with knowledge and enriched 
them with piety and virtue, are qualified for acting | 
the concluding ſcene with equal propriety. 
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In the month of January 1791, the ſtrength of 
his religious principles was ſeverely tried by the 
death of his only ſon, MarrhEw Toweoop, Eſq. 
of London, in the 60th year of his age. He was a 
Gentleman of diſtinguiſhed public ſpirit and ardour 
of mind, and zealouſly engaged in various under- 
takings in which the advantage and honour of the 
Proteſtant Diſſenters were concerned. Mr. To w- 
soo met the trial with fortitude, and his ſorrow 
was pious, ſubmiſſive, and reſigned. He knew 
the ſeparation would be but very ſhort, and that 
probably a few months or weeks would reſtore 
them to each other. He had the ſatisfaction of 
ſeeing his ſon pals through the various ſcenes of 
life with great credit and uſefulneſs, and cloſe it 
as became the expectant of a better world. Mr. 
Towcood had ſtill the comfort of obſerving his 
deſcendants filling uſeful and important ſtations 
in life, and had a cheerful hope that there would 
be ſome in future generations, who would inherit 
his principles, be zealous ſupporters of the cauſe 

of civil and religious liberty, and pillars in the 
| houſe of God, when he ſhould be laid i in the duſt. 


With 


„ 

With a delicate conſtitution, and great applica- 
tion to literature, Mr. Towcoonp lived on to an 
extreme old age; and is one of thoſe examples, 
which ſerve to ſhew that ſtudious occupations, if 
accompanied with uniform temperance and mo- 
derate exerciſe, are not ſo detrimental as is gene- 


rally imagined. 


On the 26th of February 1791, he had a para- 
lytic ſeizure, and for ſeveral days his friends hourly 
expected his diſſolution: though to the ſurprize of 
the medical gentlemen who attended him, he gra- 
dually recovered, the oppreſſion of his diſtemper 
was ſo great, that it became difficult for him to 
articulate. His underſtanding did not appear to 
be in the leaſt debilitated, but preſerved all its 
energy; the activity of his mind concealed from 
him much of his real weakneſs, and his ſoul con- 
tinued ſerene, calm, and reſigned to the will of 


' God. From the time of this ſeizure, he was ſel- 


dom able to go out of his chamber. He was ſtill, 

however, glad to receive his friends, and his 
behaviour in this cloſing ſcene of trial was ſo 
truly exemplary, that none of them could leave 


his room without admiration and improvement. 


A vene- 


„ 

A venerable old man, who preſerves to the laſt 
moments an amiable ſerenity and eaſy cheerful- 
neſs; who recalls the paſt. without remorſe, and 
_ contemplates the future without fear; ſuch a 
one may {till be highly uſeful to ſociety. -Like 
ſome flowers which ſhed the moſt fragrant per- 
fume juſt at the cloſe of the day, the example of 
the dying chriſtian will leave delightful impreſ- 
ſions on the hearts of thoſe around him. It was 
not always eaſy for the friends of Mr. TowGOoOD 
to underſtand what he ſaid; but what they did 
hear was weighty and impreſlive. He delighted 
to bear his teſtimony to the goodneſs and faith- 
fulneſs of God, and ſpent his laſt days in habitual 
thankfulneſs for the conſolations and hopes of the 
_ goſpel. He profeſſed his firm belief of the truth 
and importance of thoſe. do&rines which it had 
been the buſineſs of his life to explain, illuſtrate, 
and enforce, and regretted the miſtaken zeal by 
which many of the preſent day are actuated, who 
ſo precipitately embrace and fondly propagate 
opinions which, after long and impartial enquiry, 
he was convinced were as unfcriptural as they 
were uncomfortable.—But though he lamented 


the efforts of thoſe who would lead others to be- 
lieve 
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lieve their Saviour to be a mere man, he had lived 
long enough not to be alarmed at what he conſi- 
dered as the faſhionable ſyſtem of the day. Like 
many other opinions which have had their ſuc- 
ceſſive days of triumph in the chriſtian world, he 
doubted not but it would ſoon vaniſh and be for- 
gotten, and that truth would finally prevail, when 
wearied with controverſy, men will have recourſe 
to ſcripture in its plain and obvious meaning as 
the only ſtandard of faith. But whilſt he lamented 
the miſtakes of ſome of his brethren, he expreſſed 
the greateſt affection and eſteem for thoſe of them 
who followed the convictions of conſcience, how- 
ever their ſyſtem differed from his own, and de- 
lighted to the laſt in giving them the teſtimonies 
of his eſteem. Intereſted as he was, in the inte- 
grity and ſucceſs of his brethren; his attention to 
ther conduẽt did not lead him to overlook his 
own. In the ſeaſons of ſolemn recollection which 
the near views of another world would frequently 
occaſion, he ſeriouſly conſidered, not only the prin- 
ciples upon which he had undertaken the miniſtry, 
but the manner in which it had been purſued, and 


the effects it had produced in himſelf, and in thoſe 
whoſe 
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whoſe ſouls had been committed to him. In this 
review of his conduct, and the courſe of his life, it af- 
forded him great pleaſure, that he had not been uſe- 
leſs to the world, and that the bleſſing of God had 
attended his miniſtry. Theſe reviving reflec. 
tions ſupported his mind, and cheered his ſinking 
pirits. 7 | Dy | . 


Mr. Towcoop ſtill continued free from the 
defects to which old age is uſually ſubje&. No 
ftarts of peeviſhneſs (the frequent attendants of 
paralytic ſeizures), ever ruffled his mind. In 
ttoſe little trials of the temper which miſconcep- 
tion of his meaning would frequently give riſe to, 
he was never betrayed into anger, or' deprived of 
the perfect poſſeſſion of himſelf, His counte- 
nance was always placid and cheerful; and his 
principal, his laſt employment on earth, was to 
eaſe and leſſen the care which his friends took of 
him, to teſtify his acknowledgments, and to 
lead them, by his conduct, to love and reſpe& the 
religion of Jeſus Chriſt, and to honour his Crea- 
tor and Father, by paying to the laſt breath a 
filial and reſpectful ſubmiſſion. Having taught 
| = i 
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his friends, by his conduct in the active ſcenes of 
life, how to live, he now taught them how to die. If 
any thing were capable of encreaſing the affection 
of his friends, it muſt have been the patience and 
contentment with which he ſupported his daily 
encreaſing weakneſs. Every one was anxious to 
contribute ſomething to his comfort, and his pa- 
ternal care was repaid by the tender aſſiduities of 
his affectionate Daughter, who had always lived 
with him, and who now liſtened to his broken ac- 
cents, to catch the leaſt intimation of her Father's 
wiſhes, and watched with anxiety, every look to 
learn his wants, | 


Explore the thought, explain the aſking 9s 
« And keep alive one parent from the ſky.” 


He experienced frequent returns of his diſorder, 
and after continuing eleven months, in a ſtate of 
great debility, he died on the 1ſt of February 
1792, in his gad year, leaving no good man his 
enemy, and attended with that ſincere and exten- 
five regret, which can follow thoſe only who, oc- 


cupying uſeful ſtations, have acquitted themſelves 


with zeal and fidelity. 


Multis ille bonis flebilis occidit, 
Nulli flebilior quam m/z. 


N a. 


* 


C IRcumſtances, however trifling in themſelves, 
when connected with a character that has excited 
our affection and reſpect, derive a kind of adven- 
titious conſequence from this relation, and are 
ſought for with more avidity, than greater matters 
in men of inferior ability. Should this account 
of Mr. Towcood, ever paſs beyond the circle of 
his perſonal acquaintance, perhaps ſome deſcrip- 
tion of his exterior appearance and manners, might 
not be unacceptable. His perſon was above the 
middle ſize, and extremely ſlender; his eye lively 
and penetrating; his whole appearance venerably 
pleaſing, ſo that the beholders were inſenſibly drawn 
to love, before they knew how much reaſon there 
was to admire him. To the 7th edition of his 
Letters to Mr. WHITE, lately publiſhed, is pre- 
fixed a neat engraving of him, from an excellent 
portrait by Mr. Op1z.* 
. His 


* It was with great difficulty his friends could prevail on him to ſuf- 
fer his picture to be drawn, His objection was ſimilar to that of 
Eraſmus on the like occaſion. Ac ne facie quidem propria deleQaba- 
tur, vixque extortum eſt amicorum precibus ut ſe pingi pateretur.“ 
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His manners, in public and private life, were 
very engaging. He aſcended the pulpit with 
that elevation of thought and ſentiment, that 
majeſtic conſiſtency of character, which is moſt 
apt to create reſpect and command attention. He 
flood with an ete&, yet modeſt mien, the picture 
of a mind firm, yet free from arrogance; with an 
animated, yet compoſed countenance, the mirror 
of a ſoul entirely awake, and at the ſame time col- 
lefted in itſelf. Loud exclamation, outrageous 
ation, violence of look or geſture were not the 
characters of his delivery. It was ſolemn, yet 
animated. The tone of his voice was - ſoft and 
clear. He had, in early life, a little impediment 
in his ſpeech, but he almoſt entirely conquered 
this defect, and was an example how much an at- 
tentive obſervation of ſuch an imperfection can 
tend towards the cure of jt. He ſpoke like a man 
full of his ſubject and labouring under the weight 
of thoſe conceptions which its awfulneſs inſpires. 
His action was the unſtudied reſult of his inward 


feelings. 


Much impreſſed 
Himſelf, as conſcious of his awful _—_ 


N 2 | And 
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And anxious mainly that the flock he fed, 
Should feel it too. Affectionate in look, 


And tender in addreſs, as well becomes 
A meſſenger of grace to ſinful men. 


CowrER's TASK. 


There was one circumſtance in his delivery, 
almoſt peculiar to himſelf, which produced a won- 


derful effect. He would frequently ſtop ſhort, in 


a paule of recollected filence, as unable to vent the | 


workings of his boſom, or cloathe them in adequate 
language. Theſe ſtrong impreſſions of divine 
| truths upon his own heart, tended greatly to affect 


his hearers, and to render his diſcourſes highly ac- | 


ceptable and uſeful. His diſcourſes were, indeed, 
a model in the art of preaching; an art which he 
never proſtituted to promote the deſigns of a party, 
or to kindle the flame of theological debate.— 
Whenever any controverted doctrine came in his 
way, he treated it with modeſty and charity, as 
became one who was duly ſenſible of the narrow 
limits of human knowledge in his ſtate of darkneſs 
and imperfection. The main ſcope and tenor of 
his preaching was practical. He led not his flock 


for 


3 


thee nouriſhment, to the dry and barren hills of cold 


and unedifying ſpeculation. His diſcourſes were 
all calculated to convince the underſtanding, affect 


| the heart, and diſmiſs his hearers, ſilent, ſerious, 


and thoughtful. Would to God, that all the 
Miniſters of religion, like this amiable Preacher, 
could be induced to drop their diſputes at the 
ſhrine of piety, and to ſacrifice their talents, their 
love of popularity and profit, on the altar of public 
utility! The Houſe of God was never intended 
for a ſchool of ſpeculation. It is a wretched 
abuſe of time to bewilder our hearers in the nice 
diſtinctions of the ſchoolmen, in the explanation 
of myſteries deemed neceſſary to be believed now, 
although the Apoſtle Paul, divinely inſpired as he 
was, declared, that“ he knew but in part, and 


could prophecy but in part.” Were the Miniſters 


of religion to bend all the powers of their minds ts 
the promotion of truth according to godlineſs, with- 
out ſuch a pertinacious adherence to dubious 
queſtions, as have perplexed the minds of their 
hearers, and diſhonoured the Houſe of God; 
were they more attentive to the trying the ſpirits 
ol men, and leading thoſe to whom they miniſter, 


into 
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into a more intimate acquaintance, with what is 
really paſſing in their breaſts, inſtead of vague and 
indiſcriminate harangues on -human depravity, a 
truth which every one allows, but few duly feel ;— 
were the diſpenſers of the grace of God, more fre- 
quently and earneſtly to animate their hearers 
unto that more pleaſing employment, the holding 
a rational and devotional fellowſhip with the 
Father and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt ;,—were they 
more frequently to hold up to their view the trea- 
ſure contained in the goſpel, for comforting the 
 ſorrowing ſoul, oppreſſed with a conviction that 
it has violated the laws of God, and is obnoxious 
to his diſpleaſure ;—were they to ſhew its efficacy 
in healing the broken heart, ſupporting the de- 
jected, calming and ſoothing the diſappointed 
| Preſerving the foul unmoved amidſt the variety of 
diſtreſſing circumſtances of human life, and raiſing 
it above the world, and beyond the reach of the 
ing of terrors; — were they to lead their hearers 
to the gates of heaven, to take in juſt views of its 
Joys, and before the throne of God, to behold their 
Saviour preparing manſions of everlaſting bliſs for 
all thoſe, who, by a patient continuance in well- 


; doing, 
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doing, ſeek for glory, honour and % 
the ſouls of their people would be more edified 


and built up in their moſt holy faith, and they 
would experience the moſt lively conviction of 
judgment, as well as of heart that the doctrine 
taught them was not of man, but of God. They 
would be perſuaded that their ſhepherd was lead- 
ing them * to good paſtures, to feed by the ſtill 
waters, and from time to time © reſtoring their 
ſouls.** The ſheep would know his voice, and 
would follow him whitherſoever he would lead 
them. 


In conducting the devotion of the Congrega- 
tion, the prayers of Mr. Towcoop breathed a 
ſpirit of rational and animated piety ; they were 
ſerious and ſolemn, without being mean or affected; 


ſublime and elevated, without any flights of en- 


thuſiaſm; cloathed in language fitted to raiſe the 

| attention and intereſt the affections, and well ex- 

preſſive of that frame of mind which becomes 

humble ſapplicants, when addreſſing their great 

Creator, the ſupreme Majeſty of Heaven and 

Earth. As he looked upon the ſcriptural ſtyle to 
| be 


| 
.- 
| 
| 
| 
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be moſt becoming in our addreſſes to the Deity, 
ſo he made much uſe of ſcriptural: phraſes, and 
was peculiarly happy in the choice of thoſe which 
were beſt adapted to the ſeveral parts of prayer. 
His prayers on ſome public occaſions were Writ- 
ten and committed to memory. Having one of 
theſe in my poſſeſſion, my preſenting it to the 
Reader will not ſtand in need of an apology. 


A PRAYER for the gth of NovENBER. 


H Thou who art the univerſal Parent, who 

VL haſt made of one blood all nations of men 
to dwell upon the face of the earth! Look down 
with paternal pity upon the whole human race. 
Thou haſt commanded us to pray for all men, de- 
claring it thy will that all men ſhould be ſaved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth. Send 
forth, Almighty God, thy powerful and efficacious 
word. Let it reſtore the face of nature and 
create 
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create all things new, Thou ſaidſt, let there be 
light and there was light; oh! let thy ſacred word 
have free coyrſe thro? all the world; let it chaſe 


away all darkneſs, ſuperſtition, and vice, and cauſe 


the light of the knowledge of thy glorious Grace 


— 


to ſhine brightly into the hearts of all the people 


upon Earth. Look down from Heaven and be- 


hold the tyranny and oppreſſion, the ſuperſtition 


and error which have ſpread themſelves over the 


face of the earth. Break the arm of oppreſſive pow- 


er; ſtay the progreſs of deſolating wars; caſt down 


the ſtrong hold of ſuperſtition and error; let 


Chriſtianity ſhine forth in its native ſimplicity and 


beauty, to the conviction of unbelievers, and to 


the converſion and joy of the whole Earth, 


Behold with a propitious and favaurable eye, 
theſe kingdoms of Great-Britain and Ireland, and 
all our plantations. We give thanks to thy 


Divine Majeſty, that, when nations around us 


have been made the ſeat of waſteful and deſtruc- 


tive wars, and have been viſited with the ſtrokes 


dence ſpared us; that an uninterrupted courſe af 


Q _- favour 


| of thine awful and tremendous rod, thy Provi- 
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| favours have continually followed us, and even | & 
when we have been provoking Heaven by nume- y 
rous and great offences, it hath been ſhowering Ml © 
down its mercies in rich profuſion upon us. Al- n 
mighty and ever preſent ] chovah! Thou ruleſt in 8 
Heaven by thy power, thine eyes behold the na. b 
tions, neither is there any darkneſs where the ” 
workers of iniquity can hide themſelves from thy * 
view. We praiſe thee for the great and repeated 80 
deliverances wrought by thy Providence for the * 
kingdoms to which we belong. We deſire now, ri 
in an eſpecial manner, to join our hearts and voices il fr 
with thoſe of the whole land, in celebrating the Wil ar 
high praiſes of God our Deliverer, and calling if ol 
th 


upon our ſouls, and all that is within us to blef 
his holy name—that the dreadful ſtorm which be 


| hung over our heads, thou haſt mercifully diſpei- 8⁰ 
ſed, and broken the heavy chains which were in- rig 
tended for our necks. Thou frownedſt from me 

Heaven upon the conſpiracies of our foes, and Pr 

and waſt graciouſſy pleaſed to interpoſe and blaſt wa 

their attempts. Thou haſt ſaved us from out hir 

enemies, thou haſt put them to ſhame who at- the 
dic 


tempted the ſubverſion of our liberties and laws. 
„ e 
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Thine eyes beheld the dark and ſecret caverns in 
which their treaſure lay concealed. Thine hand 


brought to light and ſeaſonably defeated their 
malicious deſigns, and in the pit which they dig- 


ged for others thou haſt cauſed their own feet to 
be taken and to fall. If it had not been the Lord 
who was on our fide, when fierce and mighty ene- 
mies roſe up againſt us, then the proud waves had 
gone over our ſouls. But bleſſed be thy name 
who gaveſt not our religion, our liberties, and our 
rights, a prey to their teeth. Our feet are eſcaped 
from the ſnare of the deſtroyer, the ſnare is broken 


and we are eſcaped. We rejoice in thy goodneſs, 


| oh! Almighty Preſerver and Guardian of mankind, 


that when the foundations of our religion and li- 
berty were ſhaken, and the whole frame of our 
government was ready to be overthrown, and our 
rights and poſſeſſions were falling a prey to violent 
men; that then Thou waſt pleaſed to raiſe up a 
Prince to deliver and ſave us; that thine hand 
was with him, that thy winds and waves favoured 
him; that thou tookeſt away the hearts and blaſtedſt 
the counſels of his and our enemies; that thou 
didſt ſet him upon the throne and eſtabliſh his 
O 2 kingdom 
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kingdom in ſpite of all oppoſition; and haft con- 


| tinued to us a ſucceſſion of proteſtant Princes to 


reign over us. We bow down and adore thine þ 


inviſible, almighty and moſt merciful hand. Thou 
caſteſt down Kings, and thou raiſeſt them up. 
Thou filleſt vacant thrones, and ruleſt uncon- 
trouled in the kingdoms of men; there is no wil- 

dom, nor underſtanding, nor counſel againſt the 
Lord. . Thine, O Lord, is the glory, the victory, 


and the majeſty. Our ſouls were appointed as 


the ſheep to the ſlaughter, but thou haſt graciouſly 
interpoſed and ſnatched us from the Jaws of, de- 
ſtruction and death. Now, therefore, will we en- 
ter thy Courts with thankſgiving, and thy gates 
with praiſe, We will .take the cup of Salva- 
tion and call upon the name of the Lord. We 


magnify and extol thee with all our ſouls, and i 


our ſpirits rejoice in God our Saviour, for 
he that is mighty has done great things for 
us, and bleſſed be his name. This is the 
day which thy providence has ſignalized, we 
will be glad and rejoice therein. . O that being 


thus delivered out of the hands of our ene- 
mies, we may ſerve and walk before thee in righ- 
teouſneſs 


its 


W1 
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teouſneſs and. holineſs all our days. Baniſh far 
from us all ignorance, all faction and variance; 


heal all unchriſtian animoſities and diviſions, and 


unite us in the bonds of wiſdom and love, that we 
may yet be the happy people whoſe God is the 
Lord. Still ſtretch out the wing of thine indul- 
gent providence over us. Let thy protection, O 


Lord, be a wall of braſs round about us; crown 


| the year with thy goodneſs, and let thy paths drop 


fatneſs, that there may be no complaining in our 
ſtreets, and that our hearts may be filled with glad- 


neſs and praiſe, We offer up this our ſacrifice of 


thankſgiving to Thee, our Almighty Deliverer, in 


| the name, and as the diſciples of Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. To him be > glory for ever. Amen. 


This compoſition will convince the Reader that 
its author muſt have cultivated the gift of prayer 
with great dibgence. 


An equal wii of ſervent, yet rational piety 


animated all his religious exerciſes, but if it was 
| ever remarkably conſpicious, if it ever olowed with 


more 


FT an Þ. 
more than uſual e it was in thoſe a 
when he was called upon to adminiſter the Supper 
of our Lord. On theſe occaſions his heart ap- 
peared deeply affected, and ſtrongly impreſſed 
with love to God, to his Saviour, and to his flock. 


But it was not only his abilities and eloquence 
as a Preacher, which ſecured him the reſpectful 
attention of his audience, and the affection of his 
friends. Theſe were accompanied by an amiable 
' temper and exemplary life. His natural powers, 
to thoſe who have read his works or attended his 
miniſtry, muſt appear to have been good, but his 
moral character was truly lovely. His diſcourſes 
were the tranſcript of his ſoul, and his life was the 
enforcement of his ſermons, and the beſt comment 
on his preaching; and by theſe means he ſecured 

the reſpect and veneration of his hearers. Theſe, 
and theſe only are the means by which the Mini- 
ſters of religion can reaſonably hope to obtain the 
good opinion of mankind. Nothing is univerſally 
Popular but goodneſs. If we be good, we ſhall 
be reſpeRted ; if we do honour to the miniſtry, the 
miniſtry will do honour to us. If we do not con- 

5 form 
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form to the faſhionable follies and vices of the 


world, we ſhall ſecure its veneration and applauſe. 


He knows little of what belongs to the miniſtry, 
who can perſuade himſelf there is any thing but 
virtue which can render it reſpectable in itfelf, or | 
uſeful to ſociety. If there be reaſon to ſuppoſe, - 
from a miniſter's conduct in life, that he does not 
believe the truths he delivers; that he is not en- 
dued with the affections he recommends, and does 
not feel the devotion he directs, his exhortations 
will have no ſuitable effect, and the mind will re- 
volt from his doctrines. If we entertain a ſuſpicion 
of craft or diſingenuity, of a corrupt or baſe mind 
in the ſpeaker, his eloquence loſes all its beneficial 
effect. A Preacher who has not felt the power, 
and imbibed the ſpirit of chriſtianity, is totally 
unfit to recommend it to others. Chriſtianity is 
not ſo much a bare ſyſtem of doctrines and rules as 
an inſtitution of life, a diſcipline of the heart and its 
affections, a ray of light ſent down from the Father 
of Lights to illuminate a benighted world ; he into 
whoſe mind this all irradiating light has not ſhone, 

is yet wandering in darkneſs, and whilſt he conti- 
nues in this ſtate himſelf, can he enlighten others ? 

With 
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With what energy can he recommend religion, who 


is a ſtranger to the exalted ſentiments it inſpires ? 
How ſhall one whoſe heart was never warmed with 
a fingle ſpark of divine love, impart that vital flame 
to others? How ſhall ke diſplay the love of Chriſt 
_ who has never felt its conſtraining influence? How 
can he deſcribe, with any propriety, thoſe pious 
diſpoſitions, thoſe exerciſes of holy communion 
with God, thoſe lineaments of the divine image 
Formed in the ſoul, of which he knows nothing 
How can he urge, with becoming pathos, the ter- 
roxs, the hopes, the joys of the future ſtate, who 
has never felt the power of the world to come! 
And what an awkward, embarraſſed figure muſt a 
Miniſter, without ſentiments of real religion make, 

when called to attend the beds of the ſick and 
| dying? In ſhort, how can he adapt his diſcouiſcs 
with propriety and energy, to ſubjects to which his 
heart is a ſtranger, or to which it is averſe, - «AS 
2 paſtor of this character,“ ſays Maſlillon, © has no 
* reliſh for ſtudy, prayer, or retirement, he muſt be 
* a Conſtant devotee to the affairs of this world: 
« The more he ſhews himſelf to his people, the 
| * more uſeleſs he renders himſelf; for by that 


« means 


ce 
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ee means he exhibits a copy of that conduct, which 
« has a direct tendency to deſtroy the fruit of his 


« miniſtry. For, my Brethren, what advantage 
« can his people derive from his preſence and 
« converſation ? In ſeeing him what do they be- 
« hold ?—Nothing whichcanelevate their thoughts 


| © to God, or recall to their minds the duties of 


* religion. The preſence of a paſtor, who ſtands 


in the ſtead of Jeſus Chriſt to his flock, is not 


« to them an example in the affairs of heaven, but 
« of the world. This, alas! is but the beginning 
« of evil to ſuch an unhappy people. The paſtor 
« T am deſcribing, not only renders his labours in 
« Chriſt's vineyard uſeleſs, by the badneſs of his 
© example, but he deſtroys, he lays it waſte, and 
© makes it the habitation of Demons; as if it were 
« not enough to be of no ſervice to his flock, he 
« jnfects it, diffuſes through it an odour of death; 
he poiſons it and becomes a conſtant living apo- 


© logy for vice. 


© But alas! how will he appear before God, 
* when his example, far from edifying his people, 
* has encreaſed their wanderings? How will he 
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& appear before bis judge, alone, humiliated, con- 
te founded, inveſted with a ſacred character which 
« will become the moſt dreadful inſtrument of his 
« condemnation? Or, if he be followed by the ſouls 
85 which had been committed to his care, they will be 
ce ſouls which he had neglected and even confirmed 
te in the practice of fin by his example; ſouls 
e which will demand juſtice on him by pleading 


« at that awful tribunal, that if it had pleaſed the 
« Lord in his mercy to ſend them a Paſtor after 


ce his own heart, one who ſhould at the ſame time 
« have been their pattern and their guide, they 
« would, like Tyre and Sidon, have long ago re- 
ce pented in ſackcloth and aſhes.*** To be like 
Barnabas, a good man, is abſolutely neceſſary to 
being a good Miniſter. In other profeſſions the 
caſe is different. A man may be a good lawyer, 


or a good phyſician, though his morals are bad; 


for the proper exerciſe of theſe employments de- 
- pends chiefly on the underſtanding; but the ſuc- 
ceſs of a Miniſter muſt depend on the heart. 
The work of his profeſſion, is the work of a ſoul 


om. TE devoted 

| * MASSILLON Disc. SYNODAUX, 

IT The Reader will excuſe the length of this quotation from Maſſillon, 
As theſe very ſtriking refleQtions never before appeared in Engliſh, 


could not deny myſelf the pleaſure of communicating them, 
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devoted to God and influenced by the ſpirit of 


| holineſs. Mr. Towcoon was, therefore, emi- 
nently qualified for the acceptable diſcharge of his 
duty. The whole man, his ſoul, his heart was 
abſorbed by his buſineſs as a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel. : 


His public ſervices were aſſiſted by private de- 
votions. He never entered the pulpit without 
firſt addrefling himſelf to God for a bleſſing in his 
retirements. Private Prayer was always the firſt 
and laſt buſineſs of the day, and it was by theſe 
exerciſes he furniſhed himſelf with ſpirit and reſo- 
lution to go through the active duties of his pro- 
feſfion : this delightful intercourſe with the Father 
of his Spirit, gave animation and zeal to his pub- 
lic ſervices, and rendered them a bleſſing to his 
Hock. Many, in the preſent age, preſume to 
| treat ſuch exerciſes with contempt. Having never | 
experienced in themſelves the exalted pleaſures of 
devotion, they have no conception of the joy it 
adminiſters, and the benefits it procures. But, 
were not the fact too glaring, one could never ſup- 
poſe that a Miniſter of our holy religion ſhould 
ever neglect ſo ſacred a duty. If Prayer, ſays 
1 . 
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the excellent Maſhllon, © be the ſoul of Chriſtia. 
© nity; if a chriſtian who lives without prayer, 
© lives without God, without. religion, and without 
« hope, what a monſter muſt be that Miniſter of 
ce this religion, an interpretor of its laws, and a 
ce public interceſſor with God, if he be not a de- 
te votional man? Without this grace, this unc- 
« tion, he will be but ſounding braſs and a 
« tinckling cymbal. His language will be as cold 
ce as barren, as inſipid as his heart, and the mini- 
« ſtry of the word will be to him a forced duty for 
* which he has no reliſh, or a theatre of vanity 
« where he will ſeek for the applauſe of thoſe who 
hear him, more than their converſion and 


cc ſal vation. 


The life of Mr. Towcoop was a devotional 
| Life. The exerciſe of prayer preceded and con- 
ſecrated every duty, and in this exerciſe, the va- 
rious ſituations and circumſtances of his people 
were never forgotten. 


In the devotions which his family and friends 
| were called upon to ſhare, he was equally conſtant 
| and 


fat 


the 


cal 


an 


ſuc 


mii 
ten 


it 


— [ 109 J 
and regular. This family worſhip he ſo ordered, as 


to have the duty over in the morning, - before the 
family entered on the ſeveral employments of the 
day; and ſo ſeaſonably in the evening, as that 

neither he himſelf who led, nor thoſe who joined 
in devotion might be in a ſleepy frame, the con- 
ſequence of which would be inattention and irre- 
verence. Such was his own practice; and he 
took all occaſions to preſs it upon others. No one 
who duly conſiders the advantages which attend 
the diſcharge of this duty, can avoid regretting 
that it ſhould be ſo much neglected, and eſpecially 

by thoſe who have a regard for religion and virtue. 
How pleaſant is it to behold a family living in 
peace, regularly uniting their hearts in an act of 
praiſe to God with every returning day, and when 


the ſhadows of the evening are ſtretched out, re- 


calling their thoughts from the world, by prayer 


to him who makes the outgoings of the morning 
and evening to rejoice, What happy effects will 
ſuch a devout cuſtom have on the minds of every 
member of the family! What honourable ſenti- 
ments of God will it naturally introduce into the 
minds of children and ſervants. How does it 


tend to fix in their breaſts a ſenſe of the preſence, 


per- 
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perfections, and government of the Deity, to ob- 
ſerve that the heads of families dare not engage in 
buſineſs, or retire to reſt, without imploring his 
favour, protection, and bleſſing. While family 
worſhip has this happy tendency to produce in us 
and ours, juſt thoughts of the God of all the fa. 
milies upon earth, it may alſo advance our mutual 


comfort. Our united devotions will naturally 


unite our hearts in love; they tend to promote 2 


fpirit of tenderneſs and forbearance on the one part, 
duty and ſubmiſſion on the other, kindneſs and 
benevolence in all. They are calculated to make 
thoſe under our care truly religious, and religion 
will make them whatſoever elſe they ought to be. 
It will make every one good in the ſeveral relations 
of life, and will ſecure the faithful performance of 
every ſocial duty. Happy ſhould I eſteem my- 
ſelf, if theſe obſervations on a duty, in which Mr. 
Towcood was fo exemplary, could avail in im- 
preſſing the mind of any one of my Readers with 
a deeper conviction of the excellence and i 1mpor- 
tance of family-prayer, and exciting greater ſpint 
and Fexvency 3 in the 8 of it. 


Though 
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Though Mr. Towcoop was thus remarkably 
devout, there was nothing formal, auſtere or for- 
bidding in his manners. © SanRity ſat ſo eaſily, ſo 
unaffeRed, ſo gracefully upon him, that in him we 
beheld the very beauty of holineſs.” Strict, regular 
and exemplary in his piety ; he was lively, familiar 
and condeſcending in company. Chearfully did 
he mix with his family and-friends in the hours of 
relaxation, and bore his part in converſation with 
all the good-natured pleaſantry of a virtuous heart. 
He poſſeſſed learning, without the pedantry and 
pride with which it is often accompanied, and his 
attention to ſtudy, never indiſpoſed him to thoſe 
ſmaller attentions by which the eſteem and affec- 
tion of mankind are greatly conciliated. It is to 


| be regretted that men of a ſtudious turn, do not 


always make the moſt agreeable companions.— 
They frequently ſpend in the privacies of ſtudy, | 
that ſeaſon of life in which the manners are to be 
* poliſhed into elegance, and ſoftened into eaſe,” 
and when they have gained knowledge enough to 
be reſpected, have neglected the minuter . by 


which * might have pleaſed. 


Mr. 


E 

Mr. Towcoop had an exquiſite reliſh for 
ſociety, and was himſelf a moſt entertaining com- 
„ panion. His mind was furniſhed with an ample 
ſtore of knowledge, not only in matters connected 
with his profeſſion, but in moſt of the ſubjects of 
liberal enquiry. He knew the civil and eccleſiaſti- 
cal hiſtory, both of antient and modern times, with 
an exactneſs very ſurpriſing in a man ſo converſant 
in deeper ſtudies. He was alſo well acquainted 
with the hiſtory of arts, ſciences, and manufactures. 
Of theſe he had lived long enough to ſee many 
in their infancy and maturity, he could therefore 


trace them from their origin, through all their va- 


rious improvements, interruptions, and revolu- 


tions. His various reading, enlarged experience, 
1 retentive memory, aſſiſted by habit and reflection, 
rendered him intelligent upon moſt ſubjects, and 
his ſocial diſpoſitions made him free and commu- 
nicative. His converſation therefore was a ſchool 
of wiſdom to thoſe who had the happineſs to enjoy 
it, and it muſt have been an undiſcerning com- 
pany which did not receive both pleaſure and 
improvement from it. A remarkable viyacity of 
thought and expreſſion, a perpetual flow of 
a> : cheerfulnels 


7 is). | 
3 and good will, cs a viſible air of 
inward happineſs, made his company ſo pleaſant 
and inſtructive that it-was impoſſible to part from 
him without that © uneaſineſs which generally 
ſucceeds all our pleaſures.” He had the peculiar 
art of leading perſons to talk on thoſe ſubjects 
which they beſt underſtood. Well acquainted 
with the common purſuits and occupations of 
mankind, he could diſcourſe with the merchant on 
the intereſts of commerce, with the mechanic on 
manufactures, and with the farmer on huſbandry. 
The facility with which Ke knew how to converſe 
with perſons of all deſcriptions, and the pleaſure 
he had in doing it, excited the admiration of 
thoſe who never talked with him before. They 
were Charmed with his affability and condeſcen- 
ſion in thus familiariſing himſelf with them, enter- 
ing into their little concerns, and diſcourſing on | 
the ordinary affairs of life. Whilſt Mr. To w- 


ooo could thus uſefully bear a part in any inno- 


cent and inſtructive diſcourſe, he was to the ut- 
moſt degree an enemy to the reigning vices of 


converſation, envy, ſatyr, and detraction. He 


was as unacquainted with envy as if it had been 
| . impoſſible 
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impoſſible for ſuch a paſſion to enter into the hu- 
man heart. His tenderneſs for the character of 
others was a diſtinguiſhing feature of his own. 
He guided his words, as well as regulated his ac- 
tions with diſcretion. He exceedingly loved to 
praiſe, and never failed to obſerve and applaud 
every appearance of merit in thoſe with whom he 
was acquainted; and, as his ſagacity enabled him 
to obſerve, his charity prompted him to cover a 


multitude of faults. Converſation on moral and 


religious topics were the joy of his ſoul. On theſe 
occaſions his eyes, naturally animated, ſparkled 
with additional luſtre, his features brightened, for 
his heart glowed. He was much delighted with 
the company of his brethren in the Miniſtry, in 
hearing their ſentiments, and communicating his 
own on theological ſubjects, eſpecially ſcripture 
knowledge and enquiry. Having obſerved inſtan- 
ces in which young Miniſters, through a fondneſs 
for novelty, and the raſhneſs to which youth is 


liable, were hurried away to eſpouſe new and 


faſhionable opinions with great vehemence, and 


throw off generally received doctrines, before they 


| had time to conſider and underſtand them, he 


would 


„ 


would frequently take opportunities of warmly re- 


commending to them modeſty and caution, in 


forming their laſt judgments, on points about 
which wiſe and good men thought differently ; 
adviſing them long to continue the character of 

enquirers, and to keep their minds open to the re- 
ception of what, upon long examination, ſhould 
appear to be the truth. Thus was his converſa- 
tion always “ ſeaſoned with ſalt ſo as to miniſter 

grace to the hearers, and ſerve for the uſe of edi- 
fying.” From the friendly manner in which he 
received his brethren in the miniſtry, and his exten- 
five correſpondence with them, he might juſtly 


have been called the cement of love and harmo- 


ny, in the friendly aſſociations of the two Weſt- 


ern Counties. His learning, piety, ſincerity, ex- 
perience, and good ſenſe, gave him an authority 
and influence among his brethren, whom he al- 
ways treated with affection and freedom, and from 
whom he always found the returns of reſpect and 
eſteem. Many occaſions occurred which afforded 
him opportunities of exerting this juſtly acquired 
influence in checking and diſcountenancing a * 
viſive ſpirit in Miniſters. and in Congregations. 
9 2325 The 


/ 


| E 

The pacific tendency of the following letter will ſhew 
how well qualified Mr. Towcoop was for the 
office he ungertook. The circumſtances which 
occaſioned it occurred ſo many years ago, and the 
Miniſter to whom it was addreſſed has been fo 
long ſince dead, that there can be no r or 
indelicacy in 1 inſertion. 


ſive. and Dear Sir, 

te It is not without pain that I write what may 
ſeem harſh and diſagreeable to a perſon I ſo highly 
eſteem; but your heart is too upright and too 
good not to admit readily a candid expoſtulation 
on any part of your conduct which may appear to 
be not right. And as your patronizing the un- 
happy faction, and helping to divide the congre- 


gation at „appears to me a ſtep extremely 
premature, 1 beg leave to expoſtulate with free- 


dom thereon. 


« Though the perſons who engaged your pre- 


ſence and aſſiſtance to form the ſeparation, gave 
repeated aſſurances of “ their acting not from per- 
ſonal diſguſt, but from a religious concern for their 

* | Own 


i } 


own ſouls and the falvation of others,” you tog 


well know, Sir, what is in man, and are too ſaga- 
cious an obſerver of mankind, not to have ſeen, 


how apt human paſſions are to mingle with and 
alloy the graces of the chriſtian. What dire ani. 
moſities have in every age been carried on under 
the fair face of religion, and how often even good 


men miſtakingly think themſelves acting from a 
zeal for the glory of God, and that they are doing 


him ſervice, when, at the ſame time, the gratifying 


ſome criminal affection is the real, but ſecret ſpring 
from whence their actions flow. Theſe things 


conſidered, ſo ſerious a ſtep as the dividing a 


congregation, I apprehend ought by no means to 
have been taken till a minute and a very impar- 


tial enquiry had been made into the grounds of 


complaint, and a fair hearing had been given to 


what might be offered in either its alleviation or 


diſproof. 


The accuſation brought by the diſaffected 
againſt a worthy brother, you acknowledge, Sir, 
to be of a very high and important nature, viz. 
* that the great doctrines of the goſpel are in dan- 

ger 


„ 
ger of being loſt under his miniſtry. “ An ac- 
cuſation that deeply affects his character, his 
uſefulneſs, and conſequently the ſatisfaction and 
comfort of his life. But ſhould an accuſation 
of this nature have been received, admitted, and 
even a public condemnation and execution have 
been proceeded to till the accuſed had been heard 
to explain, and, if poſſible, to exculpate and juſtify 


_ himſelf! The accuſation brought againſt him, fox 


my own part, I believe to be falſe. The ſcheme 
of goſpel preaching, which your letter judiciouſſy 
but briefly ſtates, is, I am perſuaded, perfectly 
| agreeable to his ſentiments of things; and that the 
grace of the new covenant, the meritorious death 


of Jeſus, and the operations of the ſpirit are arti- 


© cles of ineſtimable value in his faith, and there- - 


fore, I think, muſt be the frequent and delightful 
topics of his public diſcourſes. Should this really 
be the caſe, (as I verily believe it is) have you not, 
dear Sir, proceeded a great deal too ſeverely, and 
even injuriouſly with your accuſed brother. Doth 


any, much leſs the chriſtian law, © judge any man 


before it hear him, and know what he doeth ?” 


But without hearing, without one previous enquiry 
| or 


rit 


fee 


us 
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or admonition of your accuſed brother, judgment 


has been pronounced upon him, as one under 


whoſe “ Miniſtry the great doctrines of the goſpel 


are in danger of being loſt.” Thus he ſtands. 
impeached and condemned before the public (for 
a fact of this nature ſounds far and wide, and both 


draws the attention and opens the mouths of mul- 


titudes around) by a congregation being ſat up in 


declared oppoſition to him. Thus his people are 


encouraged, if not invited and ſolicited to deſert 


him; and all neigbouring congregations are alarmed 


to a ſenſe of danger, and filled with unhappy pre- 
judices when he is called occaſionally to officiate 
amongſt them. * Muſt not, this Sir, be a wound- 


ing him in a moſt tender part? Can words 


expreſs the train of painful anxieties, of jealoukes 


and diſquietudes, it muſt naturally occaſion in a 


ſenſible mind? Would the being violently depri- 


ved of filver or gold, to a generous and pious ſpi- 
rit, be half ſo afflictive as to have ſo grievous an 
imputation, ſuch a mark of avoidance publicly 


fixed on him? How ſenſibly ſhould | you, or I, Sir, 


feel the Ning of ſuch a trouble! r pray God it 
may never be our lot. | 
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& As to the decay of vital religion, and the 


importance and neceſſity of a ſerious, lively preach- 


Jem irly agree with you. May God revive it by 
a more abundant effuſion of his ſpirit upon us all. 
The woiks of Flavel, Allen, Baxter, &c. breathe 
a ſpirit of ſerious exalted piety, which I wiſh to 
ſee more imbibed, and more extenſively ſpread, 
| eſpecially in the riſing generation. But permit 
me to obſerve, that the grand principle on which 
alone Nonconformity, and even Proteſtantiſm is 


founded, and on which alone it can land, and 


all rational, and vital, and real religion with 

it is, that the ſcriptures are a ſufficient and 

perfect rule of faith and manners; and that 

the kingdom of God, or the whole of vital religion 

conſiſts in righteouſneſs and peace, and joy in the 

| Holy Ghoſt. That we may both be the happy 

inſtruments of promoting greatly this kingdom, 
wiſhes with much ſincerity, 

| «© Rev. and Dear Sir, 
| c Your affectionate brother, 
0 Mic. Toweoop.“ 


He 


\ great diſtinguiſhing doctrines of chriſtianity, 


le 


1 | 

He had an exalted idea of friegdſhip, and an 
heart formed for reliſhing its nobleſt pleaſures. 
By his character and conduct in life, he acquired 
ſeveral valuable friends, whoſe eſteem and affec- 


tion gave him a delightful foretaſte of the happi- 


neſs of the heavenly world ; and no one could be 


| happier in expreſſing the kind ſentiments with 


which his heart overflowed wherever he profeſſed 
attachment. Toa Friend, with whom he had cor- 
reſponded nearly go years, without ever having 


ſeen him, he thus wrote in the year 1767. 


« The effuſions of warm friendſhip which your 
letter contains, are received into an heart as warm 
with affection, and big with eſteem, and perhaps a 
little tinctured with pride of having acquired ſo 
cordial, though ſo diftant a friend. If the beggar- 
ly and low elements of paper and ink can open a 
delightful intercourſe between ſouls, tuned to uni- 
ſon, however diſtant on earth, with what pleaſure 
will they meet in the realms of perfect bliſs, which 
our Friend is gone before to prepare for their re- 5 
ception, where all virtuous and good ſpirits will 
be gathered together in one. pH ol 
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FTheſe happy realms are peopling faſt, we ſee, 
from this colony of our earth. The Doctors 
CrnanDLER and Maynzw are gone up ſince my 
laſt, to receive the recompence of their faithful 
labours; both men of great abilities and impor- 
tarige in their reſpective ſtations. But though 
their leaves drop, the tree remains and will flouriſh 
with unfading vigour, till it ſpread its immorta- 
lizing fruit thro” every region under heaven. 


That peace which paſſeth all underſtanding, 

which was our Lord's laſt legacy to his faithful diſ- 
ciples, be ever the portion and inheritance of my 
dear friend, and of his affectionate 


cc Mic. Towecoop. ” 


In the year 1774, he thus writes to the fame 
correſpondent. 


Let there be no compliments between Mr. 
W. and his diſtant friend, diſtant, indeed in body, 
not in mind. If the mind be the perſon, I am 
no ſtranger to your perſon, I know it, I have ſeen 
it, I have frequently converſed with you, and em- 
braced ag with great warmth and cordiality ; and 


when 


me 


- | ung 1 


when this body ſhall be ſhortly dropt, congenial 
ſpirits, by a law of ſpiritual gravitation, will (as 


we have reaſon to believe) be drawn, not only to 


their Creator, but to minds of the ſame temper 


and complexion with themſelves; and go to their 
own company, as well as to their own place; - and 


be made happy in this union, or be © made per- 


fect in one.. Let us wait for this ſalvation and 
thank God we are but ſojourners in this world, of 
which Satan is ſtill ſo much the Prince, and in the 
beſt of whoſe governments, falſhood, and fraud, 
and violence, and tyranny, have ſtill ſo great a 
lway.” 

In theſe Letters the Reader will perceive the 
true ſpirit of friendſhip. He was the refuge of his 
friends, for advice and aſſiſtance, in all caſes of per- 


plexity and diſtreſs. The ardour of his affection 


for them got the better of a natural reluQance he 
had to aſk favours, which no regard for his own 


| Intereſt could ever overcome. His kind offices 


were far from being confined to the circle of his 
particular friends and relations; ; his heart overe 
flowed with good will to all around him, and 

_ I 
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prompted him to embrace every — of 
* kind and obliging _ 


If it be a by ſotns who knew him 
not, that, as moſt of his publications were of a 
controverſial kind, they would naturally imbitber 
his mind and give an aſperity to his temper; the 
thorough knowledge I had of this truly chriſtian 
Divine, enables me to ſay that i in him we produ- 
ted neither of theſe effects. ee £f 
| 
It is greatly to 560 regretted that controverſy is 
frequently carried on with an inſolence, acrimony, 


and dogmatic ſpirit, highly offenſive to politeneſs, 


and even common decency, and particularly re- 
prehenſible in the clerical order. Such a temper 
is very unbecoming thoſe who are engaged in ſup- 
porting and defending the cauſe of religious truth, 
and has a very fatal tendency ; for by this means, 
the diſpute becomes a trial of ſkill, and the paſſions 
and prejudices of the \combatants ſpread a'cloud 
over the queſtion, in which truth and charity vaniſh 
together. But let the odium of theſe refleQions 
2 on Ano who engage in controverſy from party 
motives. 


of 


88. 


* J 


motives. Far different were the views which in- 


duced our amiable author to write on ſuch ſub- 
jets, He engaged in controverſy not from incli- 
nation, but becauſe he was perſuaded ſome poſi- 


tions and ſentiments advanced-by his opponents, 


had an unfavourable aſpect towards the glorious 


cauſe of religious liberty, a cauſe nearly connected 


with, and of great importance to the intereſts of 
truth, and the preſent and future happineſs of 


| mankind. When he appeared in the character of 


a polemical writer, he maintained his opinions with 
that vivacity and ſpirit, which are neceſſary to 
preſerve the continued attention of his readers, 
but conducted himſelf with modeſty and candour 


towards his opponents, as men, who though they 


might be in the wrong, were yet honeſt and de- 
ſcrving of eſteeni. His mind was of too liberal a 
caſt to be enſlaved by prejudice, or to think that 


all honeſty, truth and good ſenſe were confined to | 


one party, and ſhut up in the narrow encloſure of 
any ſingle denomination of chriſtians whatever. 


Juſt views of human nature led him to reflect on 


all the variety of circumſtances, which might pre- 


- 


rail on honeſt minds, to receive opinions widely 


different 
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different ſrom thoſe which he himſelf had eſpouſed, 
and conſequently inclined him to make the moſt 
liberal allowances for the infirmities of mankind, 
and to judge charitably of the honeſty and ſinceri- 
ty of thoſe, - whoſe opinions, on ſome ſubjects, he 
thought it his duty to examine and expoſe, Con- 
troverſy conducted with this ſpirit, exerciſes the 
abilities and improves the rational faculties, frees 
the mind from prejudice, makes way for a favour- 
able opinion of thoſe who oppoſe our ſentiments; 
and lays a ſure foundation for extenſive clarity 
and love to all our fellow-creatures, 


Theſe were the effects produced in the mind of 


dur benevolent Author. Though he thought his 
own opinions ſupported by. ftrong ſcripture evi- 
dence, and of great importance, the knew how to 
eſteem and praiſe thoſe who did not embrace the 
fame ſentiments, and even thoſe who condemned 
them. In a letter now before me, he thus n 
4 the Methodiſts, | 


ih That e ferment called Methodiſrn, 
which for the laſt 20 or 39 years hath been work- 


ing 


Ss 
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ing in this nation, (though it has been attended 


with many ſhameful mixtures of human weakneſs, 
nd: ale of falſe zeal) has, I hope, been pro- 
ductive of ſome good, and when time has a little 
cooled down its intemperate heat, will produce 
much more. It has certainly rouſed multitudes 
to ſome ſerious concern about their ſouls, and a fu- 


ture ſtate, who before were quite thoughtleſs of 


theſe things; and has had an happy and laſting ef- 


fect upon the lives of numbers of the lower claſſes 
of mankind.— As for the doctrines they preach; 


the followers of Mr. WESsLEx are no Calviniſts, 


and as for thoſe of Mr. WHITTIEIL D, who are, 
they preach but the ſame doctrines which our fore- 


fathers, the good Puritans preached. They are 
therefore entitled to our candour, and though they 
have more dark and contracted notions of the glo- 


rious ſcheme of redemption than (through the mer. 
cy of heaven) we have obtained; yet, as long as 
their converſation is ſober and righteous as becom- 


eth the Goſpel, let them go on in God's name, 
truſting, that wherein ſoever they err, God, in his 


time, will diſcover it to them.” 


Mr. 


p | | . 
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Mr. Towcoop ſuffered no difference of ſenti- 
ment to diminiſh his ſenſibility to virtue, or his 


_ admiration of genius. His religious opinions were 


as oppoſite to thoſe of Dr. PRI ESTLE , as to thoſe 
of Mr. WniTFlELD and Mr. WESLEVNB; but this 
did not prevent his entertaining a. very high opi- 
nion of his abilities and integrity, as will appear 


from the following letter, written about the * 


979. 


— had never before the pleaſure of ſee- 
| ing Dr. PRIESTLEY, and am glad to ſee a head 
filled with ſo much knowledge, connected with a 


heart adorned with ſuch apparent modeſty and be- 


nevolence. From his apparent modeſty one would 


not ſuſpe& him to be ſo bold an adventurer in the 


polemic parts of divinity. As to the materiality 
of the ſoul, its ſleep between Death and the Re- 
ſurrection, the pre- exiſtence of the logos, the li- 
berty of moral agents, &c. I totally differ from 


him. He is rather too bold a partizan in the re- 
public of literature, and though we muſt allow a 


little eccentricity to ſo uncommon a genius, yet! 


- wiſh he may not lefſen the uſefulneſs of his pub- 
lications, 


8 


Wo 


1 E 19 1 : 
lications by launching too far into the regions of 
paradox and myſticiſm. But whereunto we have 
attained, let us mind the one grand point of a 
righteous and a holy lite, truſting, that in all 
doubtful ſpeculations, God will in the proper time 
lead us into all uſeful and neceſſary truth. 


« To his all pervading ſpirit of light and love, 
Joy and peace, I moſt devoutly commend my dear 
Brother, and all his, myſelf, and all mine, waiting 
for thoſe times of refreſhing which God has 8 88 
of 5 all his 9 * 


a oY 40 482 and liberal ſpirit of this 
truly excellent man. His life was diſtinguiſhed 
by a remarkable ſweetneſs of diſpoſition, and 
every amiable virtue which adorns the domeſtic 
and ſocial character. Theſe diſpoſitions and vir- : 
tues were united to great elegance of mind. Sel- 
dom has the world ſeen the characters of the gen- 
tleman, the ſcholar, and the chriſtian ſo happily 
blended. His politeneſs was not the reſult of a. . 
ſtudied attention to forms, but the natural effect 
of true e religion 5 wn gave an engaging delicacy 

| 8 | to 


FT» 


to his manners, and produced all thoſe attractive 


graces which can be acquired by no other means. ; 
Rules of exterior imitation may be delineated with F 
the elegant pencil of a Cheſterfield; but genuine X 
unaffected politeneſs can only proceed from purity + 
of heart. Where this foundation 1s wanting, " 
every art of pleaſing is but the thin ſuperficial . 
covering of deformity, and deſerves no higher ap-.“ 
pellation than that of a hollow complaiſance or be 
mean ſervility, to which the moſt unpoliſhed man- 
ners of unaffected ſincerity are infinitely preferable. thi 
If to this natural politeneſs are added the habit th 
acquired in good company, and an acquaintance H. 
with men and manners, no other requiſite will be log 
wanting to perfect the art of pleaſing. Theſe 
qualities Mr. Towcoo D poſſeſſed in a very high 
degree, by which he did honour, not only to tb Per 
denomination of chriſtians with which he wa end 
particularly connected, but to human natur. ® 
Such qualities may be more freely inſiſted on when this 
they do occur, becauſe, thoſe who are beſt ac: * 
quainted with mankind, know well ey occur 2 


but very rarely. 


His 


* Multoque e eſt e duobus perſeſlis, 1 ruſlicitatem habere 
fanctam quam cloquentiam peccatricem,” Ie: 
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His learning was ſolid, judicious, and extenſive. 


His taſte in what is termed polite literature, was 


correct and elegant. The ſtudy of the Engliſh 


language he regarded as a matter of ſo much con- 
ſequence, that he took great pains, and paid great 
attention to the ſtyle of his compoſitions. His 
knowledge of the languages of Greece and Rome, 
vas ſufficient to give him an eaſy acceſs to their 


beſt writings, by which he acquired a juſt taſte in 


compoſition. But his general application was to 


thoſe more ſerious and important parts of ſtudy 
that were immediately ſuited to his profeſſion. 
He was well acquainted with every part of Theo- 
logy, and diligently ſtudied the holy Scriptures. 


As he began life on the footing of free and im- 
partial enquiry, he purſued the ſame ſteps to the 
end, never thinking himſelf too old to learn, or 
ſo wiſe as not to deſire to be wiſer. A proof of 
this openneſs of mind, and deſire of information, 
I have now before me, in a letter I received from 
him 4 or g years before he died, in which, after 
ſome ſenſible obſervations on the controverly be- 


tween Dr. HorsLEy and Dr. PRIESTLEY, he 


4 
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thus ade © I ſhall be glad to ſee any fu. 
ture publications of theirs, for when there is a 
collifion of two ſuch great bodies in the eccleſiaſti- 
cal hemiſphere, it is to be hoped ſome beam of 
light will be ftruck out to ouch us in the _y of 
truth.“ 


The Reader will naturally expect ſome account 


ol the religious principles embraced by ſo diligent, 
impartial, and perſevering an enquirer after truth. 


Theſe principles, however, are ſo fairly and honeſt. 
I y avowed, and held up to the public view in his 

Addreſs to the Congregations, on his reſigning the 
paſtoral charge, that little more is neceſſary than 
to refer the Reader to that publication, 


What are the doctrines of the New Teſtament 
with regard to the Perſon and Pre-exiſtence of 
Jeſus Chriſt, is the great controverſy of the day, 
a controverſy warmly agitated, and not likely to 
be brought to a ſpeedy concluſion, The power 
of clearing up all the difficulties which occur on 
this ſubject, will, perhaps, be vainly expedted, 

till the mental fight ſhall be Cos with that hea- 
venly 
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venly « Fuphraſy,” with which the Angel. in 


Mirrox removed the film from the eyes of Adam, 
when he ſhewed him in viſion the fate of his de- 


ſcendants. To enter into the field of controverſy, 
is not ſuitable to my deſign or my inclinations. 
All that the Reader will expect from me, is 
to ſtate to him the opinions of Mr. Towcoop. on 
this and other ſubjects of religious enquiry, 


Mr. Tow6eo0, in early life, embraced the ge- 


nerally received doctrine of the Trinity. He af- 
terwards became diſſatisfied with the explanations 
which were given of it, but without ever approach- 
ing to Socinianiſm, which he thought obſcured in 


a great degree the glories of the Goſpel, and ener- 


vated the force and authority of its precepts. The 


Pre-exiſtence of our Saviour he conſidered as one 
of the moſt evident, and moſt delightful doctrines 

of the New Teſtament. He conceived of jeſus 
Chriſt as the very firſt Being whom the power of 


the Father called into exiſtence, or, as ſtiled by 


St. John, “ the beginning of the creation of God,” 
by whom he afterwards made the worlds, and fre- 
quently appeared under the Jewiſh diſpenſations. 


He 


— — - = ——— 2 oy - = 
— CE IF > . 
K-55 FRIES S,, » — 
— —— — — : 
\ 


35 
— = — — ETHEL 


_ 
{ :: 
1 
" 
ND 
| "1 
1 
1 
on y 
4 
14 
5 


J 84 J 
He thought there was ample reaſon to believe that 
Jeſus Chriſt was the perſon that acted in the 
Schechinah, as the repreſentative of the inviſible 
Jehovah; becauſe the very ſame things are ſaid of 
him in the writings of the New Teſtament, which 


were ſpoken i in the Old Teſtament of the perſon 


who appeared i in the Schechinah. 


In theſe ſentiments he agreed with ſome of the 
wiſeſt and beſt men the world has ever produced, 
and, being the reſult of long and ſerous inveſtiga- 
tion, founded on conviction, they were permanent, 
and continued to the laſt moments of life. 


By a letter written when he was advanced to 


huis 87th year, it will appear, that he had neither 


altered his opinions on this ſubjeR, nor was leſs 


able to defend them. 


— 60 The argument with which Dr. PRIEST- 
I. E y preſſes t he Jews (in his letter, p. 13,) from 


the Parable of the Maſter of the Vineyard, Matt. 
21,23, if followed into all its Juſt conſequences, 


concludes moſt ſtrongly againſt the notion of the 
mere 


le 


„ 1 
mere humanity for the very ſtructure, and beau- 
ty, and force of the Parable moſt plainly repre- 
ſents the Son to be a perſon of ſuperior rank and 
dignity and birth to the ſervants, (the prophets) 


who were before ſent; elſe why ſhould the Father 


lay, they will reverence my Son; or why did the 
villains ſay, thrs is the heir, come, let us kill him, and 
the mheritance ſhall be ours? But this Parable bears 


yet harder againſt the Doctor, for he owns that 


the 70 years captivity of the fewiſff Fathers in Ba- 
bylon, was the puniſhment inflicted for, and fully 
explated their crime in killing the prophets : we 
demand whence 1s it, then, that 1700 years of 
much ſorer, and more dreadful captivity has not 
yet expiated the crime of killing the Son? Whence ? 


but becauſe the Son was a perſon of incomparably 
ſuperior rank and birth than any of the ancient 


prophets ; Moles (the greateſt of them all) ating 


but as a ſervant in the Houſe of God, but 2 


as a Son over his own Houle.” 


From conceiving thus highly of the pre-exiſtent 
glory of our Saviour, of his character, and his 
preſent ſpiritual dominion, as being. conſtituted 

| king 
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king and heir of all things, he concluded him to 
be a proper object of worſhip. The objections 


to the worſhip of Chriſt he conſidered as only a 
diſpute about words. Worſhip is an ambiguous 
term, conſiſting in the exertion of certain internal 
alfections, and in the performance of ſeveral external 
acts correſpondent to ſuch affections. Every in- 
telligent Being in the univerſe hath a reſpect and 
honour due to him, in proportion to his. real 
worth and character, from every other intelligent 
Being that is acquainted with him, and no one, 
who is not very weak and ſuperſtitious, would 


think of omitting a proper honour and reſpect 


which is due to another, merely for fear of ido- 


latry. For no being can be guilty of idolatry, 


by aſking favours of any perſon, either human 
or divine, who has a power and-right to diſpenſe 
them as he pleaſes, becauſe, wherever there is a 
right to benefit and aſſiſt, thither common. ſenſe 
teaches us to direct our addreſſes. Nor can there 
be any idolatry in returning thanks to that Being 
from whom we have received a benefit; ſo that 
when we talk of the idolatry of worſhipping more 


than one perſon, we mult confider what kind of 


m_ 


re 


8 e 2 
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reſpe& and deference we mean to include in 


the world. — 


Both the internal affections of love, fear, truſt, 


&c. and the performance of the external acts, ex- 


preſſive of theſe affections, prayer, thankſgiving, 


bowing the knee, &c. may be paid to Princes and 
ſuperior Friends, for ſuch reaſons as apply to them. 
FE is termed civil worſhip. 


They may be paid to the Mediator, for reaſons 
peculiar to him: This is termed mediatorial wor- 
ſhip. They muſt be paid to God, for reaſons pe- 


culiar to him; and this is properly divine worſhip. 

The acts of the mind are the ſame in each ; 
and the different reaſons which engage us to the 
exerciſe of ſuch affections, conſtitute their proper 
difference. Mr. Towcoop thought it was be- 


cauſe perſons overlooked theſe different ſenſes of 


the ſame word, when applied to different objects, 
that ſo many objections had been ſtarted to the 
worſhip of Jeſus Chriſt. But as the ſcripture, in 
no inſtance, expreſily required that Chrilt ſhould 

* 0 be 
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be addreſſed 3 in-prayer, and as many of the ſociety 
with which Mr. TowcooD was connected, conſi- 
dered all worſhip of Chriſt as improper, though 
he himſelf thought it defenſible, he did not think 
it a duty, and very ſeldom, if ever, practiſed it 
in public, conſidering it as an obligation to con- 
duct the religious addreſſes of a mixt ſociety, in 
ſuch a manner, as would be conformable to the 
ſentiments of all his fellow worſhippers. It is ſin- 
cerely to be regretted that this mode of conduQing 


public worſhip is not more generally adopted.— 


ſome perſons are fond of introducing into their 
prayers, their own particular notions about the fall 
of Adam, and its conſequences, -with other points 
of doubtful and conteſted ſpeculations ; whilſt 
others are equally. forward to expreſs in their ad- 
drefles to the Deity, their particular opinions con- 
cerning the perſon of Chriſt, and his tranſactions. 
How contrary is it to the apoſtolical rule, thus to 
offer petitions, or make declarations in ſocial 
prayer, to which a ſincere chriſtian cannot aſſent, 
and concerning which he has doubts and fcruples! 


A miniſter, in his public prayers, is to offer up 
common requeſts and pratlca, the unfeigned devo- 
tions 


L 39 J 


tions of the Aſſembly. In his private capacity, 


and in the retirement of the cloſet, the caſe is dif- 
ſerent. Accordingly Mr. To wood, in his pri- 
vate and family worſhip, felt himſelf under leſs 
reftraint, and would frequently give way to the 
emotions of gratitude to his Saviour, 1 in devotional 
addreſſes to him. 


| Whether the death of Chriſt ſhould be con- 
fidered as a proper propitiation for the fins of 
mankind is, alſo,- a queſtion which has long been 


canvaſſed by our ableſt critics and commentators, 


and occaſioned great diverſity of opinion. No 
dectrine of ſcripture, perhaps, has been ſo much 
corrupted, or ſo entirely perverted from the ex- 
cellent purpoſes which it is adapted to anſwer. 
And hence the enemies of chriſtianity have taken 
occaſion to advance ſuch objections to it as can no 


otherwiſe be anſwered than by referring to the 


— pure and unſophiſticated ſenſe of ſerip- 
Many of the expreſſions which have been 
. uſed by thoſe that have moſt fire- 


nuouſly written in defence of this article of faith, 


are entirely of a human invention. Never 
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ee doth the New Teſtament ſpeak of the ſacrifice 
« of Chriſt as an infinite ſatisfaction for ſinners, 
or as the full payment of a debt, the debt of 
« iniquity ; for where a debt is fully paid by the 

< debtor in perſon, or by proxy, it cannot be ſaid 
to be remitted or forgiven. No man in his 
« ſenſes talks of a debt being forgiven, when full 
* payment has been made. Where juſtice is left 


without a claim, there is no room for the exer- f 


« ſtrictly ſaid to puniſh the Son. For according 
< to an antient maxim, puniſhment follows guilt, 
a « but the Son of God was holy, harmleſs, unde- 
filed, &c. and therefore his ſufferings cannot 
with any propriety. be ſtiled puniſhment. 
Nor will the repreſentations which the ſcriptures 
give us of the perfections of God, permit us to 
ſuppoſe the deſign of the death of Chriſt, was to 


make God merciful, or diſpoſe him to pardon us. 


«c « The ſufferings of the Mediator,” lays Mr. To! W- 
GOOD, N « we are ghraxs to conſider, not as the 


| pri- 
* ; The above quotation is from the truly rational and 8 « Dif. 


courſes on various Subjects, evangelical. and practical, of the Rev. 
Huch WORTHINGTON, of Leiceſter, 


+ Towco0Dd's Grounds of Faith, p. 81. 


Fai }: 


« primary and moving cauſe of God's being pro- 


« pitious to us, and willing to be reconciled, but 
& as. the manner or the medium in which he 


« was: pleaſed to ſhew himſelf propitious, Ante. 


« cedent to the death of Chriſt, he was gracious 


« and merciful, and ready to forgive. © For God 


« {o loved the world that he gave his only begotten 
« Son ;** but, forinfinitely wiſe reaſons, fully known 


only to himſelf, ſome of which we clearly ſee, he 


« choſe to diſpenſe his pardons only by the hands, 
« and reward of meritorious ſufferings of one of the 
er as human race, that © as by man came death, ſo 
cc by man alſo came the reſurrection of the dead: oy 
i Thepure love of God to a ſinful world was the firſt 


© mover, and original ſpring of the whole plan of 


« our redemption.” The death of Chriſt was, in his 
view of it, a ſtanding memorial of God's being pro- 


verſal ſentiment and practice of the world, among 
whom ſacrifices were eſteemed as an eſſential part 
of religion. ” The inſtitution of ſacrifices,” ac- 
e to Dre SH AW; ce jn the b deſign of | 
them, | 


pitious, a memorial coinciding with the almoſt uni- 
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them, was intended, in dumb, but fignificant ſhow, 


to repreſent the death which the offerer deſerved 
as the puniſhment of his fin, and at the ſame time 


to encourage his hope of the pardon of it, and by 
theſe means to work his ſoul into a habit of devo- 
tion, and the firmeſt reſolution of future reforma- 


tion. And ſuch appears to have been the defign 


of the ſacrifice of Chriſt. It was not a matter of 


neceſſity, which unrelenting juſtice required as an 
= oblation, but a wile expedient to fupport moral 


A + exniſequenty to be a 8 incentive to 


humility and Ea: 
I have 


* . Some have endeavoured to explain the efficacy of what Chrilt 


has done and ſuffered for us, beyond what the ſcripture has autheriſed. 
Others, probably, becauſe they could not explain it, have been for taking 
it away, and. confining his office, as Redeemer of the world, to his in- 
ſtruction, example, and government of the church, whereas the doctrine 
of the goſpel appears to be, not only that he taught the efficacy of repen- 
tence ; hut rendered it of the efficacy which it is, by what he did and 
ſuffered for us, that he obtained for us the benefit of baving our repen- 
tance accepted to eternal life, &c. How and in what particular way it 


had this efficacy, there are not wanting perſons who have endeavoured to 


explain; but I do not find that the ſcriptures have explained it. It is 
our-wiſdom thankfully to accept the benefit without diſputing how it 
| was procured, | Lex reaſon be kept to, and if any part of the ſeripture 

account of hs redemption of Bs world 85 Chriſt, can be ſhewn to be 
| really 
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I have dwelt thus largely on uh opinions 
formed by Mr. Toweoop, on theſe controverted 
doctrines, becauſe they have been repreſented 
ag unſcriptural and abſurd ; and injurious reflec- 
tions have been ſometimes caſt on thoſe who have 
embraced them, It is true, every man ſhould, 
judge for himſelf, and not be determined by the 
opinions of others, however highly he may eſteem. 
them. But it is apt to give us ſome uneaſineſs 
when we ſee perſons of genius and learning, ſo 
widely differing from us, and repreſenting our opi- 


nions in an unfavourable light. It is ſome de- 


fence againſt this to meet with other men, of 
equal underſtanding and integrity, entertaining 


the ſame ſentiments with ourſelves. 


We freely acknowledge the abilities of many 
who oppoſe theſe doctrines; but we ſee no reaſon 


for thinking that Socinians in general, have poſ- 


ſeſſed ene which have not been enjoyed by a 
| others, 


really contrary to it, let ſcripture, in the name of God, be given VAR 


But let not ſuch poor creatures as. we go on objeRting.to an infinite 
ſcheme, that we do not ſex the neceſſity or uſcfulneſs of alli its parts, ang 
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others, or that there are not many believers in the 
Pre- exiſtence and Propitiaton of Chriſt, who may 
be ſafely placed in competition with any who have 


appeared on the oppoſite fide. When we ſee 
ſach men as Dr. PRICE and Mr. Towcoop, re- 
ceiving thoſe doctrines, after long and diſpaſſionate 
enquiry, we are in ſome meaſure guarded againſt 
the ſtrong aſſertions of others, are encouraged to 


think they are not ſo manifeſtly repugnant to rea | 
fon, as they apprehend them to be, and are led | 
to hold faſt the profeſſion of « our faith without 


| wavering. 


Although Mr. Towco0D believed the doctrine 
of the Atonement, or Reconciliation, as thus ex- 
plained, he did not conceive of it as having any 
conneQion with the doctrine of Original Sin. It 
is the opinion of thoſe who believe this latter doc- 
trine, that our firſt parent Adam, was the repre- 
ſentative of all his poſterity ; ſo that when he ſin- 
ned, we all ſinned, and every ſin being an offence 
againſt an infinite God, we all became from that 
moment liable to an infinite puniſhment, even the 


everlaſting wrath and curſe of our Maker, Mr. 
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Towcoop, in a Jeter to a perſon who wiſhed to 


have his opinion on the ſubject, ſpeaks of this 
doctrine as © drawing a veil over the glory of the 


Divine goodneſs, eclipſing greatly its luſtre, and: 


making him not only like, but even worſe than ſuch 


a one as ourſelves. To. ſuppoſe the Deity to be 


angry, even to wrath, with a new-born infant, 


and rendering it liable to everlaſting damnation, 


for what it never did, and never poſſibly could do, 
nor could poſſibly help; not only charging it with, 


but dreadfully puniſhing upon it, a crime which 


was committed 3000 years before it came into 


being; and imputing to it a fault of which it never 


was, nor could be guilty—what an impeachment 


muſt it be of the wiſdom, juſtice, goodneſs, and 


mercy of the bleſſed Father of mankind! and with 


what horrors would you look upon that Father 


amongſt men, who could ever do the like, and be- 


come an imitator of God, as becomes | ws dear 
children? 


« This notion, my dear F riend, is ſo big with abs, 


| ſurdity, not to ſay impiety, that I 1 imagine there i is 


no {erious ſincere chriſtian that ever did « or can 


U embrace 
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embrace it, without ſome ſecret check and remon- 


ſtrance of that conſcience, which i is the candle of 


the Lord within him; and without frequent and 
ſtrong doubts and diſbelief of its truth. 


The ſame may be ſaid of another part of this 
ſcheme, VIZ. that God, having made Adam, con- 


ſtituted him a federal head and repreſentative of 
mankind; ſo that if he remained innocent, all the 


numberleſs millions who were to deſcend from him 
ſhould be born holy and happy, and fixed in a ſtate 
of everlaſting felicity ; but if he ſinned and dif. 
obeyed the law his Creator had given him, all the 
millions who came from him ſhould. be born in a 
late of guilt, pollution, and wrath, liable to the 
everlaſting pains and damnation of hell. 


© This is a doctrine of ſuch immenſe impor- 
tance both to the honour of God, and to the 
happineſs of men; is ſo totally repugnant to all 
thoſe natural ideas of wiſdom, juſtice, and good- 
neſs, which the finger of God hath written upon 


the table of every man's heart, that unleſs it was 


moſt clearly and expreſaly revealed i in n ſcripture, 
7 55 the 
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L 47 ] 
the man that thought juſtly upon the perkections 
of the Deity could not poſſibly admit of. For let 


me beſeech you to conſider, Adam, in his ſtate of 


innocence and primitive rectitude, was really a 
weak, frail and fallible creature, for ſuch the event 
remarkably proves him to have been. What cor- 
ruption or moral impotence his fall hath brought 
upon his deſcendants, I do not Pretend to know, 
becauſe the ſcripture hath no where, that I find, 


revealed it. All the texts you quote about the 


wickedneſs of men, many hundred years afterwards 


are quite wide of the point. This only I know, and 


I devoutly thank God, and rejoice in the know- 


ledge of it; that whatever damage or loſs human 


nature ſuſtained by the tranſgreſſion of the firſt 
Adam, i is abundantly repaired, and more than re- 
paired, by the ſecond Adam. This is what the 
Apoſtle Paul delightfully expatiates upon, and 
holds up to view in various lights for our joy and 
our hope.“ I beſeech you, dear Sir, con ſider ſe- 


riouſſy and cloſely this moſt comfortable and im- 


portant doctrine, which our Lord hath. here taught 


us ad his Apoſtle; and you will here find (as Mr. 
.Ve Henna 


Ro. v. 18. to tlie end. And alſo 1. Con INTH, xv, REO 
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BAxTER expreſſes it) that the plaiſter 3 is wider thah | 


the ſore, and that where the ſin of the firſt Adam 
abounded to bring pain and death upon mankind, 
the grace of the ſecond hath much more abounded 
to bring happineſs and life. 


e You refer me to the proneneſs of children to 


perverſeneſs, and of grown men to wickedneſs, as 


a proof of the extreme corruption of our nature. 


But tell me, my dear friend, did you ever ſee, in 


any child, or in any man, in the courſe of your 
life, ſo great a proneneſs to tranſgreſs the law of 


| God, as you ſee in Adam, even in his primitive, 


uncorrupted and innocent ſtate ? ? Conſider ſeri- 
ouſly the caſe. He was juſt come from the hand 
of God, freſh into being, with the Divine image 


ſtamped upon him ; his reaſon clear; his judg- 


ment ſound; his conſcience upright; all his appe- 
tites and paſſions put in due ſubjection to the higher 
powers of his mind. He beheld this beautiful world 


filled with an infinite variety of animals and plants, 


_ all made for his uſe, and given into his hands. He 
beheld moreover a delicious garden, planted by 
God himſelf, ſtored with a rich abundance of flowers 
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L 140 J 
and fruits, and every thing proper to delight and 
regale him, and had but one ſingle tree of which 
he was forbidden to eat, as a teſt of his obedience 


and gratitude to his Creator. This now was the 
ſtate of Adam. But behold! ſo ſtrong was his 


appetite, and ſo violent his paſſion, and ſo care- 


leſs his attention in this primitive, uncorrupted 


ſtate, that, allured by the pleaſing aſpect of the 


fruit, and impelled by a ſtrong deſire of being 
more knowing than his all-wiſe Creator thought 


fit he ſhould then be, he preſumptuouſly broke 


through all theſe powerful bonds, by which duty, 


intereſt, gratitude, love, and fear, had bound 
him to obedience. He indulged his lawleſs appe- 


tite, in defiance of all theſe many and mighty 
obligations; and knowingly, OY deliberately 
finned. 


« We always judge, you know, | of the ſtreng th | \ 
of a thing, by the force it bears down, or the re- 


ſiſtance it overcomes ; ; how great, then, mult be 


the ſtrength of the animal appetites and paſſions. 
in the original frame of Adam, which were effec- 
tual to overpower all theſe mighty obligations, and 
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to burſt all the ſacred ties by 'which God had 
bound him to obedience to his command, 


8 What now mall we 17 ? That it was Owing 
to any corruption and depravity i in his nature. Un- 
doubtedly no. If then this great, this heinous, 


this deliberate fin of Adam was no proof or indi- 


| cation of any original corruption or depravi ity of 
lis nature; why ſhoald the perverſeneſs we now ſee 

in children, or the wickedneſs in men, be alledged 
as a proof of ſuch corruption in theirs. 


* hence, 1 think, appears evident beyond 
doubt, that Adam, even in the original conſtitu- 
tion of his nature, had, as well as we, a law in 
his members, which warred with great violence 
againſt the law in his mind; that he had firong 
appetites and paſſions planted by the hand of God 
into his animal frame, as a teſt of his obedience, 
as a ſubje for his moral diſcipline, for the ex- | 


erciſe, the proof and improvement of his virtue, 


as they are in ours, though probably none of 
his deſcendants have the ſame power over them, 


or. Gd to controul and keep them in ſub- | 
: Aon. 
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jection, which our firſt parents had. The 
proofs you bring from ſcripture, "has we are 
al born in the wrath of God, and deſerving of 
damnation, are by no means ſufficient. To Pſalm 
51. 5, © I was ſhapen in iniquity,” it is ſufficient 
only to aſk, who'was it that ſhaped and faſhioned 
David in the womb? Let him anſwer—119 Pſalm 
73, © Thy hands havemade me and faſhioned me.“ 
139 Pſalm, 13. * Thou has poſſeſſed my reins, thou 
haſt covered me in my mother's womb,” &c. 100 
Pſalm, 3, It is he that hath made us, and not we 
ourſelves.” Now if it be God that made, that 


ſhaped, that faſhioned him in the womb, and he 


was then and there ſhaped i in iniquity, to whom 
muſt that iniquity be manifeſtly aſcribed ? Muſt 
it not be to God? But this being impoſſible, we 


muſt ſuppoſe that David, by a common figure, 


put the cauſe for the effett—that he ſpoke of the 
ſufferings which fin occaſioned, under the denomi- 
nation of ſin,* and that the expreſſion related to that 
firſt ſentence upon the woman. Gen. III 16. 1 


will greatly multiply thy ſorrow, and thy (or in thy) 
| conception, in ſorrow ſhalt thou bring forth chil- 


dren, 


„See fmilar figures i in Ge u. xix, 15. 1 SAM, xxviii, 10. ISA. 
33. 6. 1Prr. II. 23. Cox. v. 21, 
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dren.” If you take this expreſſion of David in your 
literal and ftri& ſenſe, then marriage is no longer 
honourable, no nor even innocent, in all. Cele. 
bacy is a duty, and you muſt blot from your bible 
that bleſſing and command of God. © Be fruitful, 
and multiply, and repleniſh the earth.“ | 


As to the other text Epheſ. II. g.** Were by 
nature children of wrath even as others.“ By 
children is not meant children in years, or the ſtate 
in which they were born; but the courſe, or habit, 
or moral. character which by practice they had 
acquired. Thus we read of children of light, chil- 
dren of darkneſs—of' diſobedience—of Belial—of 
the bridegreom—of the reſurrection. Children of 
wrath may here ſignify, either wrathful, angry, 
furious, revengeful perſons, or elſe perſons whoſe 
| habits of vice had expoſed them to the wrath of 
God, and made them liable to ſome awful viſita- 


tions from heaven. 


Thus far I had written when the book which 
I have herewith ſent, came to my hands.“ I have 
| + not 
* Dr, Wa1TBY on the Five Points, 


1% 


Exeter, Oct. 26, 1772. 
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not read it for near 40 years. As you ſignified 


your wiſh to ſee any book which treated on theſe 
ſubjects, I pray the great Father of Spirits, that, 
diveſted of all prejudice, you may attend calmly 
to what it offers, to enlarge your ideas of his be- 
nevolence to mankind ; that the ſpirit of wiſdom 


and illumination may aſſiſt and direct your ſe- 


rious ſearches after truth; that you may be able 


to comprehend, or at leaſt more clearly to diſcern, 


what are the glorious heights, and depths, and 
lengths, and breadcths, and the exceeding riches 


of his grace, and gogdwill to the human race, in 


the great plan of our redemption, by Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord; and that the grace of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Ghoſt, may be your guide, conſolation 


and portion in the preſent world, and your ever- 


laſting joy and felicity in that on which you are 
Toon to enter, is the earneſt with, and hearty prayer 


of, dear Sir, | 
e Your affeQtionate, &c. 


e Micaijan Towgoop.” 


* ä 


—— 


- re 
- — ,. 2 
; 2 


nn 


— "4 8 
— z wa 


— 


3 ” _ 0 -. 
— — —ͤ—ͤ—b = 


a oe - — 
— = - — - — — > — - — — - _ 
: — » - — =: 2 
—— 22 _—_—— - * 5 - be _ 2 — - * — - þ Oo 
. . * — — - E I'S - — — 8 5 Son <a — —— 
— — _— — —— _ — —— _— —_— _ —— — — — 4 > ay — — - = < - — =_ 
— ——ñ ² — a — — - * Py W—_— - — 2 — — 4 — — — cv =y * = _ _ —_— 
- L _ 5 8 = ny - * ou $2:25 * 1 
. — 4 — - « . _ { —.— : 
* N N f 8 y — ** I = —— 1 
— 2 1 = - my =_ * 2 l 
— * . TO » = Pry * 3 * — . * 4 Mn 1 
— — — — 2 - — 4 - — bn _ 


- — * 
- —— —ͤ—ũ——n — Ü — — — 
2 > 92 ** — 7 
— —— —— — — — OS 
N , "= 2 x 8 — n [ a 2 > 


254 ] 


Mr. 3 was a firm believer in the doc- 


trine of the Millenium, or that there would be a 


glorious ſtate of the church after the fall of Anti- | 


| chriſt, and the ſubſequent converſion of the 
| Jews to the chriſtian faith, in which it ſhould 
flouriſh in peace, righteouſneſs, and a pious off. 
' ſpring, for a thouſand years, under the undiſturb- 
ed government of Jeſus Chriſt, over both Jews 
and Gentiles, who were to be united in one 
church. 


This doctrine has the countenance of ſome of 
the greateſt men among the Chriſtian Fathers, from 
Juſtin Martyr and Origen, down to Ladtantius, 
the preceptor to the ſon of Conſtantine. It fell 
into diſgrace in the days of Pope Demaſus, about 
the year 370, on account of the. carnal conceits 
which ſome men entertained concerning it, and 
ſo ſtrongly was the doctrine objected to by many, 


that the authority of the whole book of Revela- | 


tions, which is ſuppoſed to contain it, has been 
called in queſtion. But whatever ground there 
may be for the doctrine of the Millenium in this 
Book, Sir Isaac N EWTON obſerves, *I do not 

| ad | find 
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and any other Book of the New Teſtament lo. 


ſtrongly atteſted, or commented upon ſo early, as 
this of the Apocalypſe.” 


In later times, this doctrine has been revived 


and purified from ſenſual ideas, and there ſeems 
nothing in it, as it is now believed, contrary to 


ſcripture, and the analogy of faith. Many learned 


men in the Eſtabliſhment, and among the Diſſen- 


ters, have ſtated and defended it, ſo as to free it 


from every objection on account of its being in- 


conſiſtent with the pure morality of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Such were the religious opinions formed by 


Mr. Towcoop, on points which have long di- 


vided the chriſtian world. Qn ſuch complicated 
queſtions men will always differ in opinion ; but 
conſcious each of the weakneſs of his own under- 
Randing, and ſenſible of the bias which the ſtrongeſt 


minds are apt to receive from thinking long in the 


ſame track, they ought to differ with moderation 


and charity. It is, undoubtedly, the duty of 


every man, after diveſting himſelf as much as 
_ of prejudice, to inveſtigate theſe ſub- 
X 2 | jeQts 


— => — . - * 
— — — - py — - — — — — — 
— — Ln — 2 — - — — 2 > — A = — — 
- op es 6 * — — Err By . = * r - — — — 
— * — * — 1 — 2 + _ i apr — Ser. — — * 44 
— — — r — _ = - - ger 2 
S a” 7 i g 5 7 r* = . Ke ty - 
4 2 N - * © 12 F = hes \ — 4 , . a A — 2 
bd a —__ > — — — — . 
l — —— — 


CC ES — 
—— Pq 
— — 2 


- ” 0) 2 — = 
. = — — — 
S 


- = 2222 
- - — - 
4 — w — 
xx wet EI "I vs EL 


- — - 
2 l 9 3 
— — 2 
— 
————— U— 


- —=- 


L 56 J 
jects with accuracy, and to adhere to that ſide of 
each diſputed queſtion, which, after ſuch inveſti- 


zgation, appears to him to be the truth; but he tranſ- 


greſſes the favourite precepts of his Divine Maſter, 
when he caſts injurious reflections on thoſe, 
who, with equal ſincerity, may view the ſubje& 
in a different light.— To uſe the words of Mr. 


 Towcoop himſelf, in a paper now in my hands, 
Alt ſeems never to have been the deſign of the 


great Author of our Nature, or the Founder of 


our Religion, that there ſhould be amongſt chriſ- 


tians a ſameneſs of judgment, or an unity of opi- 
nion in all, even of thoſe things, which are ap- 


parently of great moment and importance in reli- 


gion. 
« Had it been the intention of Heaven, that 
we ſhould have all ſeen them in the ſame light, 


they would, doubtleſs, have been revealed with 
fuch clearneſs and preciſion, as that no ſincere 
| enquirer could poſſibly have miſtaken them; and | 
that no diverſity of opinion amongſt the followers | 
of Chriſt ſhould ever have taken place. 


— 


« But 


L 157 ] 

« But where then would have been the oppor- 
tunity for the diſplay of that candour and conde- 
ſcenſion, that meekneſs and ſelf-conqueſt, that 
mutual forbearance, humility and charity, which 
are ſome of the brighteſt ornaments, and even glo- 
ries of the chriſtian character, and which are of 


infinitely greater value, to recommend us to the 


Divine favour, than any rightneſs of opinion, and 


orthodoxy of ſentiment, in many, which have 
been thought, and which really are, great doctrines 


of revelation. 


te It ought greatly to abate men's zeal about 


doctrinal points; much more about the ritual parts 
of religion; and to teach us to bear with each 
others ignorance, and miſtaken apprehenſions, in 


points of really great importance, to remember, 


that even the Apoſtles of our Lord themſelves, 
who were the great founders of the chriſtian church, 


and who were to open to mankind the goſpel 
ſcheme of ſalvation; that even they, for nearly 


ſeven years after the Holy Spirit was poured down 
upon them in that amazing manner at Pentecoſt, 


(when they ſpake with tongues, raiſed the dead, 
1 wrought 
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wrought ſtupendous miracles, and by their preach- 
ing had converted ſo many thouſands to the faith, ) 
even theſe Apoſtles of our Lord themſelves, were 
all this long time labouring under great error, were 
quite ignorant and miſtaken as to one weighty and 
moſt important doctrine of chriſtianity, viz. the 
admiſſion of devout Gentiles into the chriſtian 
church, without circumcifion and ſubjection to the 
ceremonial law ;* and that not till near 12 years 
after this deſcent of the Holy Spirit upon them, 
was it generally known, and preached openly 
amoneſt them, that idolatrous Gentiles, upon their 
faith and repentance, were thus to be received. + 


« A very remarkableevent this in the hiſtory of 
the church, deſigned partly, perhaps, to teach us— 
that the wiſeſt and moſt knowing of us know but 
in part, and prophecy but in part—that men may 
ſtand high in the church and in the favour of God, 
and may be both uſeful and faithful members and 
miniſters of Chriſt; even tho? they are quite igno- 
rant, or greatly miſtaken as to ſome weighty and im- 
portant points of the goſpel ſcheme of ſalvation.” 


185 5 FTheſe 
»Aers x. Aer xv. 
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| Theſe obſervations are ſtrikingly juſt, and ſhould 


lead us to be modeſt and humble in our enquiries, 
mild and moderate in our defence of what we be- 


lieve to be the truth, and candid, gentle, and cour- 


teous towards thoſe, who, in our eſtimation, have 
been leſs ſucceſsful than ourſelves in their purſuit 


of the ſame important object. 


Thus have I attempted to give my Readers the 


outline of a great and good character, which, to 
finiſh with all the graceful proportions and beauti- 


ful features of the original, would require a much 
abler hand. Happy ſhall I eſteem myſelf if thoſe 


who knew the original, recognize a reſemblance, 
however imperfe&, between it and this unfiniſhed 
Sketch. I lament the want of materials, for exe 
cuting with greater accuracy an undertaking to 
which I was encouraged by the ſolicitation of my 
friends. Having been at conſiderable pains in in- 
forming myſelf of events, ſome of which took place 


| almoſt a century ago, it is hoped the candid Reader 


vill eaſily overlook ſuch defects as he may obſerve, 
becauſe I can fincerely ſay, it would have been 
x0 ſmall pleaſure to me to have been able to ſupply 


them 
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them; and that he will readily forgive any miſtakes 
that I may have committed, becauſe I would 
gladly have avoided them had it been in my power. 
If, in repreſenting the character of Mr. Towcoop, 
it ſhould be thought by any into whoſe hands this 
Sketch may fall, that I have unneceſſarily enlarged 
on the temper and duty of Miniſters in general, I 
can truly declare, I have ſaid nothing on theſe 
ſubjects, but what appeared to me naturally ariſing 
from the occaſion. They are ſubjects of the great- 
eft importance, which I find very neceſſary to in- 
culcate frequently on my own mind, and I ſhall 
greatly rejoice, ſhould I be found the only one 


who needs to be reminded of them. 


T have long had occaſion to rejoice in the truly 
| fatherly kindneſs of Mr. Towcoop. The cloſe 
connection which for many years ſubſiſted between 
us, as paſtors of the ſame church, and the unre- 
| ſerved intimacy with which he honoured me, af- 
forded me many opportunities of obſerving the 
workings of his mind; © While I have been muſing 
the fire burned, and I could not refrain from 


giving vent to my  alfetion for the deceaſed, whoſe 
memory 
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memory will ever be dear to me, and to all, who. 


\ 


. 1 


like me, have derived inſtruction and delight from 


the ſpirit of his writings, and the charms of his 


converſation. 
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APPEN D IX. 


T* Wing Addreſs was drawn up, ſome 

years ſince, by Mr. Towcoon, and was 
evidently intended for publication in ſome form 
or other, but it is ſuppoſed Mr. Towcoop judged 
it too ſhort to publiſh by itſelf, and therefore with- 
held it, till ſome opportunity ſhould occur of join- 
ing it with ſome other papers he might e 
reviſe for the preſs. 


CATHOLIC 


CATHOLIC TOY 


COMMUNION OF SAINTS, 


8 EARNE STLY RECOMMENDED 
| TO ALL PROFESSING CHRISTIANS, 
: PARTICULARLY | 


| | TO THE BRETHREN OF THE 
| ANTIP ZDOBAPTIST PERSUASION. 


1 2 - Brethren, 
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| Brethrenz 


ta Avi in all the works of God, Unity i is the 3 
tion both of beauty and ſtrength, ſo it is eſpecially 


in that glorious, divine ſtructure, the Living Tem- 


ple, or Church of Chriſt. 


This Unity conſiſts chiefly, indeed, in ſome- 
thing internal and ſpiritual; in faith and love, in 


worſhipping one and the ſame God, through the 


ſame one Mediator, and by the aſſiſtance of the ſame 
| Spirit; in acknowledging one common rule of faith, 


and in feeling our hearts joined in bands of mutual 


love, and kind affection to one another. 


But for the ſtrengthening and carrying on this 


ſpiritual Communion, and as an emblem or token 
of it, the great Lord of the Church hath appointed 


a ſacred Rite, viz, that all his Diſciples ſhould 
eat bread broken, and drink wine poured out, at 


one common Table, in remembrance of himſelf, | 


our common Saviour and Lord; and to teſtify 
and to improve our unfeigned love to one another, 


By 


F 
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* „ 

By their joint participation at this ſacramental : 
Table, all the members of Chriſt, (however differ- 
ing in rank, in office, in riches, in ſentiments and 
opinions, all who are real members, righteous 
and good men) are to ſignify and declare them- 
ſelves to be joined in one common Body, and to 


be members one of another, © The cup of bleſ- 


ſing which we bleſs; is it not the communion of 
the blood of Chriſt ? and the bread which we break, 
is it not the communion of the body of Chriſt ?'*# 


i. e. Is it not appointed to be eaten and drunk 


by all ſincere chriſtians, as a token that they all 
belong to the one Body or Church of Chriſt, and 
that they have all drunk into one Spirit; * for 
we, being many, are one Bread and one Body, 
(or becauſe there is one Bread, we who are many, 
are one Body, ) for we are all partakers of that 
one Bread”. i. e. By our joint participation of 
that one ſacramental Bread, we ſignify and declare, 
according to the appointment of Chriſt, our com- 
mon Lord, that communion of ſpirit, that bro- 
therly affection which his religion enjoins, 


ha 1 Cox. X. 16. 17. 
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Now, inaſmuch, Brethren, as you have with- 


5 drawh yourſelves from our churches, and refuſe 


to admit us to communion in yours; you will per- 
mit us in the ſpirit of meekneſs, to expoſtulate with 
you on this ſeeming irregularity of your conduct, 
and the unhappy rent you hereby make i in the one 
body, and church of Chriſt. 


And does it not deſerve your ſerious confideration 
I. That ſuch ſeparations, in the diet ſtate 


5 of human nature, are almoſt neceſſarily attended 


with variance, emulations, and ſome degree at 


leaſt, of animoſities and ſtrifes? For when one 


party of chriſtians thus causeleſsly ſeparate, and ſet 
up different Aſſemblies, and refuſe to admit thoſe 
from whom they recede to communion in their 
churches, is not the chriſtian unity thereby mani- 
feſtly broken? and do not eſtrangement and diſ- 
affeQion of mind too naturally enſue? 


Should any man ſay—Nay, but brotherly love 
may ſtill as well be maintained with thoſe from 
whom we withdraw, though we receive them not 
d to 


te 


1 


yo 


e 1 | 
to a joint participation in this holy ſupper. This 
would evidently be to impeach the wiſdom of our 
Lord, who for this very end inſtituted this ſacred 


rite, and ſeem plainly to contradict, and countera& 


this deſign of his inſtitution. 


Will you pleaſe to conſider OY 


II. That by thus refuſing communion with us, 


you really and in effect, diſown us to be your chriſ- 
tian Brethren, and deny us to be a part of the viſible 
church of Chriſt. You virtually declare us to be 
excommunicate, ſhut out, and to be no real mem- 
bers of the body of Chriſt. Of this, it is pre- 
ſumed, you are not generally aware: but be pleaſ- 


ed to conſider s not this a common table, which 


Chriſt our common Lord, hath ſet up in his 


church, or houſe, at which all his brethren and 
ſervants are invited and commanded jointly to 
eat? Is not this bread, and wine that by which the 


common head has appointed all his ſeveral mem- 


bers to be nouriſhed and refreſhed? If fo, by, 
denying us to have a right to this table and bread, 
you deny us to be Brethren, children of his family, 


ſervants 
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ſervants of Chriſt and members of his church. 


You declare us not to belong to the viſible © houſe- 


hold of faith,” by thus ſhutting its door againſt 
ts, and not giving us leave to partake with you 
| therein. <3 
hg „„ 
This certainly cannot be right, Brethren, for 
as much as the table is not yours, but the table of 
our common Lord; a table ſpread in his church 
on purpoſe to promote communion and fellow- 
ſhip amongſt all his faithful ſervants; to unite diſ- 
cordant chriſtians ; and to ſtrengthen brotherly 
affection by their Joint-eating thereat. It cannot, 

therefore, be pleaſing to him to ſee you breaking 
this communion, and thus making a ſeparation 
betwixt his members, whom he came down from 
heaven on purpoſe to gather together i in one.“ 


3: 


Farther, III. Muſt it not appear extremely 


Alrange, and perfectly inconſiſtent with the true 


| fpirit of chriſtianity, that you will hold commy- 
nion with us, in the much more ſolemn acts of 


* and adoration to the 2 en gn 


ef 


* Jen x xl. 32. EP HES. I, 10. | 
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of the world; in acts of thankſgiving and praiſe ; . 
but will not in the act of eating the ſacramental 


bread? 


| Which of the two is the all * and 
ſacred act; the offering up our joint addreſſes to 


the God and Father of all through the mediation 
and death of Chriſt Jeſus his Son—or the Joint 


eating at the Lord's Table, which is but a memo- 


rial of that death ? In all the moſt ſublime and 
heavenly parts of worſhip, prayer, praiſe, ſinging, 


you readily join with us: but will not in this, 


which is only an accidental and poſitive part of 
worſhip, and but of temporary duration ; for when 
our Lord ſhall come again, it will ceaſe to be any 
act of divine worſhip at all. Beſides, 


1 v. For one chriſtian to concern himſelf ſo 


far about his brother's baptiſm as to renounce 
communion with him, becauſe not baptized at the 


age, nor in the manner, which he thinks to be 
night, ſeems to be ſtretching himſelf greatly beyond 


bis. proper line, and, in a very culpable degree, | 


_ too much upon himſelf. F or if, after ſin- 
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cere examination, I am fully ſatisfied myſelf, that 
my Infant Baptiſm was regular; no chriſtian Bro- 
ther ſurely has any authority 'or concern to trouble 
either himſelf, or me, about that matter: much 
leſs, to ſhut me out of the church, or to refuſe 
' communion with me, if I will not diſown it, and 
ſubmit to be baptized according to his manner. 


The time, or the mode, in which I was bap- 
tized does not at all concern the Society or 
Church; it is merely a perſonal thing ; the ſocial 

worſhip is not altered, nor the great ends of com- 
munion at all fruſtrated thereby. For what are 
the great ends? Are they not to remember Chriſt; 
to ſhew forth his death, and to teſtify and ſtrengthen 
our love to one another? But whether we are 
baptized in infancy or adult years; by ſprinkling, 
or by immerſion; makes no alteration in our ca- 
pacity for theſe. Seeing, then, J ean alike de- 
voutly remember Chriſt at his Table, and ſhew 
forth his death, at what time, or in what mode 
* Mr. Tomss, 2 learned and bib FE of Andpedobipifa | 
as perhaps ever appeared, not only diſowned, but expreſſed his abbor- 


rence of this ſeparation; and continued to his death i in © nr; commu- 
nion with thoſe baptized Infants, - 


ſoeyer 
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| foever baptized, and am fully ſatisfied therein ; is 


it not, Brethren, a too officious medling, an 
aſſuming an undue authority, for any to trouble 
themſelves about it; and to judge, and deſpiſe, 


and reject me on this account. By what right do 


you thus © judge another man's ſervant?” to his 
own maſter alone he is reſponſible in this matter ; 


and by his ſentence alone he is to ſtand, or fall. 


Vou will ſay, nay ; we love and eſteem you 


as brethren and fellow-chriftians ; and doubt not 


but hereafter to meet you in heaven. 


But, with humility, let me reply verily 
do judge. us, brethren, and that with as ſevere a 
judgment (penal ſufferings excepted) as any mor- 
tal can do, in things of a religious kind. You 
paſs no judgment, indeed, upon us which ſhall 
effect our future ſtate; for that no man can do; but 
you pals a ſevere ſentence on our religious ſtate, 


ds to the preſent world; you declare us in effect, 


not to belong to the viſible church of Chriſt ; nor 
to have right to the peculiar honours and privileges 


of that church : : and as to the matter of Chriſtian 


2 Communion, 
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Communion, we ſeem to you as heathen men and 


| publicats. You adlmit us to join with you in acts 


of prayer and praile, and hearing the word preach- 
; ed; and ſo you will a ſober Pagan, a Mahometan, 


or a Jew; you reject them from the Lord's Ta- 
ble, as not being the Lord's Servants z and fo you 


do us. And if you believe us; as you ſay, capable 


and worthy members of the glorious, triumphant, 


and perfected Church in Heaven; the more ex- 


tremely ſtrange we think it, to be deemed unwor- 
thy your chriſtian-fellowſhip in ſuch feeble, im- 
perfect churches, as are the beſt in the preſent 
ſtate. 


Will you pleaſe to conſider, farther— 


V. Tfour practice be an error; yet ſeeing i it is 


-an involuntary and an invincible error, may we 
not be aſſured that Chriſt, our righteous judge, 
will never condemn, nor caſt us out of his favour 


for it; therefore neither ſhould his church. If 
after an impartial ſearch, we cannnot fee it to be 


an error, it is, in a culpable ſenſe, no longer ſuch 


to us. We ought, we are in duty bound, to fol- 
| low 


bps, + 22 
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leaſt diſapprove the continuing our preſent practice 
in uch nn, as theſe. 


If ours be not true Chriſtian Baptiſm, yet do 
you not think, that God will accept what, in the 
ſincerity of our hearts, we perform in the name of 


Chriſtian Baptiſm, as if it really were ſuch? And 
if God will graciouſly accept it, as if it were true 
Baptiſm, why ſhall we not find the ſame favourfrom 


our brethren ? May it not be ſaid in this caſe,* 


that where there is firſt a willing mind, God will 


« accept according to what a man hath, and not 


« according to what he hath not” ? And if God 
will accept, let not man reject; fallible and weak | 
man, who ſtands in infinite need of ſuch abundant 


condeſcenſion and forgiveneſs himſelf! 


Here then we plead with you, brethren, the 
deciſion of our Lord in a caſe of like nature, pre- 
ſuming, that had you known the full meaning of 
that ſcripture, © I will have mercy and not ſacri- 
fice,” you would not have condemned the guilt- 


985 leſs, 
* 1 Cor, VIII. 12. 


low our beſt judgments; nor will our Lord in the 
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leſs. It was equally unlawful for any but the 


Prieſts, to eat the Shew-Bread ; and to gather and 
rub corn on the ſabbath day, as for a perſon not 
baptized to eat the Lord's Supper. Yet David 
and the Apoſtles, who did theſe otherwiſe unlaw- 
ful things in a caſe of neceſſity, are by our Lord 
pronounced blameleſs. But is not our practice, 
as to us, alſo a caſe of neceſſity? Since, after im- 


partial enquiry, we cannot but judge it to be right; 
is there not a moral neceſſity upon us to act accord- | 


ing to this light. 


Vou believe us to be erroneous and weak bre- 
thren, —however, as ſuch receive us, according to 
the Divine command, but not to doubtful diſ- 
putations,”* but to the Communion of Saints. 
If we be indeed, your brethren, we have indiſ- 
putable right to the proviſions of our Fathet's 
Houſe, and to the Table of our common Lord. 
You have faith, a full perſuaſion that your opinion 
and practice is right, have it to yourſelves, before 


God.” Be content that you have fyll liberty to 
act according to your own ſentiments ; but give 


1 1 abPy ä 8 | your 
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your brethren the ſame. But this liberty you do 


not give them, whilſt for taking it, you withdraw r 


from their communion, and reject them from yours; 


and refuſe them that ſacred token of your chriſtian 


fellowſhip and love. 


Every fincere Chriſtian, you will pleaſe to con- 
ſider, hath, by one ſpirit, been baptized into 
one body,“ or church of Jeſus Chriſt, whenever, 
or however he has received Baptiſm; yet, if being 


a ſincere chriſtian, he hath, by that ſpirit, of which 
the baptiſmal water is but the appointed emblem 


or fign, been baptiſed into the one body or church 
of Jeſus Chriſt, he is a livingmember of that body, 
and has right to chriſtian fellowſhip in all * 
offices of that church. | 


VI. The difference betwixt us, minute as it 
is, ſeems evidently to ariſe from not duly attend- 
ing to the nature of chriſtian Baptiſm; nor con- 


| ſidering rightly what it is. Baptiſm, as an act of 


chriſtian worſhip and religion, is by no means to 


be confidered as conſiſting merely or chiefly i in ap- 


""Y 
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plying water to the body, with any form of words; 


but in ſome act of faith and devotion, on our 


part; and in ſome promiſe or gift, on God's part. 

The mere act of applying water is the leaſt 
part of this ſacred rite. It is in the ſolemn pro- 
feſſion and dedication, by us; and in the pouring 


down his Holy Spirit, by Chriſt, (of both which 
the applied water is but a token or ſign) that all 


its teal value'and importance confiſts. To this 
caſe the Apoſtle's words may, with che greateſt 
juſtneſs, be applied, © he is not a baptized Chriſ- 
tian © who is one outwardly, neither is that Bap- 
tiſm which is outward in the fleſh : but he is a 
| baptiſed Chriftian who is one invarly:” and 


« the Baptiſm,” which is of any value in the Goſ- 


pel diſpenſation: ce is that of the heart, in the 
ſpirit, and not in the letter. To the ſame pur- 
Poſe, in the 26th verſe; * if the uncircumci- 
fon keep the righteouſneſs of the law, ſhall not his 
uncircumeiſion be oounted to bim for « circumci- 


f the 2 be adult, his own a ft: ir i it bee an 1 
5 the ſolemn dedication and aft of the parents, 
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non? which is, as if it had been ſaid—if I am 
not regularly baptized, through ſome misjudgment 
as to that rite, yet if I keep the chriſtian law ; if 
I live ſoberly, righteouſly and godly i in the world ; 
ſhall not this holineſs of my converſation be ac- 
counted to me, and accepted, as anſwering every 


end of my being baptized ? 


So St. Peter alſo expreſsly ſays,* « That the 
Baptiſm that ſaves, or that is of any efficacy or 
account in the Chriſtian diſpenſation; ce jg not the 
putting away the filth of the fleſh, is not the ex- 
ternal waſhing, or the application of water in any 
mode or with any words, © but the anſwer of a 
good conſcience,” or thoſe good profeſſions and 
diſpoſitions which ought evermore to accompany 


; that act. : 


This then being the caſe, I now with pleaſure 


' 


VII. That we are much more agreed as to the 


matter of chriſtian Baptiſm, than you ſeem to ap- 


Aa pirehend. 
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prehend. For you, Brethren, : as to your infants, 


commend them, no doubt, with great lerioaſneſs 
of ſpirit, with faith and joyful hope, to the protec- 
tion and care and bleſſing of heaven. When you 
give up yourſelves, on any folemn occaſion, to the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, you give up your 

children alſo; with full purpoſe of heart, to edu- 
cate them in the fear of God, and to teach them 


the great doctrines and duties of religion. No | 


this, we apprehend, to be the principal and eſ- 
ſential part of what we call infant baptiſm. You 
do exactly the ſame with us, except the circum- 
ſtance of applying water, which is, comparatively 
ol no value i in the baptiſm of CR | 


» 


On the other hand, when our aden become | 
adult, we oblige them in effect to make a ſolemn 


profeſſion of their faith in Jeſus Chriſt, and a re- 


ſolution to live obedient to his laws, when we ad- 


mit them to communion in the Lord's ee 
; Seeing 


* 0 We a are willing to bring o1 our children to Crit, to * them 
up to him, and to dedicate them to his ſervice.” ? DE LAUNE. 


 * © It is, indeed, a very pious and commendable thing for parents te 
dedicate and devote their children to God and his ſervice.” 
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Seeing then, this ſolemn profeſſion, and perſonal- 
dedication, are according to you, the chief, the 


| efſential parts of the Baptiſm of Chriſt, and the cir- 
coumſtance of applying water is comparatively of 


little moment, it follows, that as to adult baptiſm, | 


it is in truth and in reality found alſo among us, 


and that we are herein agreed with you. 


T he true Chriſtian Baptiſm, which is not the | 


© external waſhing,” but the anſwer of a good 


conſcience” you acknowledge us to have; why 


hen do you; withdraw, and refyſe to eat with us 


at our Lord's Table as if unbaptiſed ? 
But here, perhaps, it will be urged—does not 
the plan of reaſoning by which you are enforcing 


this catholiciſm upon us, alike conclude againſt a 


ſeparation fromthe N ationalor Eſtabliſhed Church; 

and condemn thoſe who diſſent from it as guilty. 
of Schiſm ; and as violating its unity, and oxder, 
and peace? By no means—for our brethren of. 
the Eſtabliſhment have ſet up to themſelves ano- 
ther King, another Lawgiver, another Supreme 


Head, in things of conſcience and religion, beſides 


„ Jeſus 8 
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Jefas Chrift. They claim to themſelves a power 


to deeree other rites! and other eeremonies i in che 
worſhip and church of God, than Chriſt or his 


prehend t to be the vety root, and the very eFence 
of popery ; the very balls on Which the whole 
frame of the papal hierarchy ſtands. Admit but 


this claim, and you open a wide deor for all the 
fuperſtitions and corruptions of the Church of Rome 
to flow in like a deluge on you. But this power, 


this dangerous power and authority-the Church of 
England'avows, and openly claims. In conſe- 
quence of this claim, it has decreed and enjoined 
other terms of communion than thote which Jeſus 
Chriſt and his. Apoſtles ordained ; and it hath not 


only taught, but obliges all its Miniſters, ſolemnly 
to ſubſcribe other doctrines of religion, and other 


artices of faith, than either Chriſt or his Apoſtles 


ever taught or enjoined, . By the allegiance, there- 
fore, which we owe to Chriſt, the only Lord of 
the Church; and by a regard to that liberty with 


picks he has made, . and in which we are 
F x5, 90 1 exhorted 


* XX Article of the Churck of England. 


> 


& have ever flecreed ; and to be poſſeſſed of 
ty in mattets of faith.“ This claim we ap- 


oa” lc. e 
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exhorted and commanded to ftand faſt; we think 


outfelves not only authonfed, | but required: and 


obliged, to enter our proteſt againſt theſe dange- 


rous claims; and to withdraw from that church 
where ſack unſcriptural terms hath communion are 


Wo 6 91. LA 5 11 8 * 5 19 6 < ” J. my OS 
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But is is there any thing like this, Brethren, in 


| the e caſe of your unhappy ſeparation from us? Is 


your liberty in the leaſt invaded; are any terms 
of cormunion made neceſſary by us, which are 


not made necellary by the authority of Chriſt? 


No, we lay our communion open to every ſincere 
than; f What party, or fe ſoever. We ac- 
kiiowledge' e him to have equal right to this ſacred 


fupper with ourſelves. We "know it is not our 


Table, but the Table of our common Lord. 


Whomſoever therefore he receives, we dare not 


« | There muſt be 3 (eye Acchbilhop Porta x) a vey 5 


great fault, when any one of the meaneft believers is excluſed from 
Communion, who deſires o embrace it on the terms which God 
hath preſcribed. And as the Chriſtian Religion has been completely 


publiſhed to the world by our bleſſed Lord and his A poſtles, no addi. 


tion can be made to it without a new Revelation. Here then is no 


room for invention,” 
Dr. J. roa ide Works. 


— 
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ü However widely p- they differ from. us in 


difputable, uneſſential points, yet as they join with. 
us in acknowledging the ſame Father Almighty, 
the ſame Lord and Mediator, the ſame Scriptures 
as the only rule of faith and of practice, and de- 


monſtrate themſelves animated by the Holy Spirit, 
by bringing forth its fruits, we think them entitled 
to this token of chriſtian fellow ſhip; e receive 


them, as we are commanded, < not to doubtful 


diſputations:- remembering that ourſelves. are 
fallible;' and in things which at preſent ſeem to us 
| 642466 a0 we, polibly, may greatly err. 
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order, and glory of the chriſtian church, in its 
preſent: imperfect ſtate! The foundation of all 
beauty, an ingenious Author has obſerved, is 
_ © umiformity amidſt variety. That the great 


founder of the chriſtian church hath, in this reſ- 


pet, formed it with admirable beauty, an atten- 
tive obſerver will evidently ſee. For amidſt the 
2 infinite variety of gifts and endowments, of ranks 
and offices, of ſentiments and openjons. which his 


-  * HuroutgoN's Enquiry, &c. 
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wiſdom permits, or his counſel ordains, a delight- 


ful union or uniformity is expreſsly eſtabliſhed. 
All the differently minded chriſtians are to be 
united in perfect charity: and notwithſtanding 
their diverſity of ſentiments and ſpeculations, they 
are all to fit at one Table, and to eat as of the 
ſame bread, and to drink as of the ſame ſacramen- 
tal cup, in token of their being fellow-members of 
the ſame houſhold of faith, and of their unfeigned 
love to one another. As far, therefore, as we 
deſtroy this unity, or communion, by cauſeleſs ſe- 
parations, or hinder it from taking place, fo far 
we hurt the beauty and the glory of the church, 
which is called the ſpouſe of Jeſus Chriſt. 


Should not this conſideration engage the vas 
rious ſeQs and parties amongſt chriſtians to heal 
the unhappy breach their ſeparations have made, 
and to receive-one another to the common Table 
of their Lord? Shall the one body, the viſible 
church of Chriſt be thus divided and rent? One 
party of chriſtians ſetting up a Table in oppoſition | 
to others ; fencing .it round with the peculiarities 
of their ſect, and ſuffering none to eat with them 

: | - but 


— — 
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but thoſe who comply with the ſame geſtures, and 
modes, and forms of thinking, or at leaſt forms of 
ſpeaking). with themſelves ?. Is this, that unity of 


ſpirit, that mmunion of Saints, that mutual for- 
bearance + Ph with one another, which 


chriſtianity enjoins? No, but the glorious ſym- 
metry of that living temple, the body and church 


of Chriſt, is hereby grievouſly hurt: envyings, 


mutual jealoufies, animoſities, and party zeal too 
maturally. creep in, and ſour and contract the 


mind. Infidels inſult; chriſtianity is wounded in 
the houſe of its friends; and charity, i its life, runs 
out at the wounds. | 


Thus, the religion of cur Lord, that bleſſed 


Herald and Prince of Peace; which was merci- 


fully deſigned, and is admirably formed, to unite 
men's diſcordant minds; becomes the unhappy 


means of ſetting them at a greater variance, and of 


rendering them more eſtranged and unfriendly to 
one another.—Ought theſe things to be ſo, Chriſ- 
tians? We all know they ought not. Let us gach 


dlo what in him- lies to heal the fatal breaches, 
* have been ſo on the diſgrace, and, had 


not 


_ 
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not Almighty Providence mercifully interpoſed, 
muſt long ere this hour have been the deſtruction 
of the chriſtian church. 0 For meat deſtroy not 
the work of God.“ Let the « worthy name of 
Chriſt be no more blaſphemed, nor his reli- 
gion deſpiſed, through the exceſs of our zeal about 
ritual, circumſtantial and ſpeculative matters. 
As the wiſdom of God hath left them, perhaps, 
purpoſely ſurrounded with ſome degree of dark- 


neſs, for the proof of our humility, moderation, 
and condeſcenſion to one another; let us improve 
it to this happy end; by which we ſhall at once 
' both reflect konour on -our religion , and lay up 


I ourſelves in 1 in Heaven. 


> <p be herefies, i. e. ſets and diviſions, 
© that they who are approved may be made 
manifeſt,” i. e. that men of real and ſubſtantial 
_ goodneſs ; men truly poſſeſſed of the wiſdom from 


above; may have opportunity of ſhewing it, by 


the meekneſs, condeſcenſion, and charity of their 
deportment towards thoſe who differ from them. 


TR aſide all pride, and undue conceit of our- 
| Bb . ſelves, 
* RoM, XIV. I7, 18, 
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ſelves, let us. remember—that we are all fallible . 
that the wiſeſt and moſt” knowing of us, © know 
but in part, and prophecy but in part. That 
if any man thinketh he knoweth any thing, i. © 
if he prides himſelf in his ſuperior knowledge, 
is oſtentatious and wain of it, is.conceited, idggma- 
tical, abounding in his own ſenſe, and cenſures 
and deſpiſes others who think differently from 
himſelf, that man, we may be aſſured, i is an igno- | 
rant anfl-empty iboaſter; :anfl if, he be a chriſtian 
at all, he is one of the meaneſtelaſs, . and knoweth 
not any thing yet as he aught to know:” Lat us 
remember that others may have ſearched with as 
much diligente and impartiality, and may, per- 
haps, be favoured with greater light and grace of 
God, than ourſelves. T hat whoever, in anight- 
eous and well. ordered life, ſhews the fruits of: the 
- ſpirit, goodneſs, righteouſneſs and truth, that per- 
ſon is, undoubtedly, a. truly baptized chriſtian, as 
toall the; purpoſes of;chriſtian fellowſhip—Thati in 
Chriſt Jeſus, or under the goſpel diſpenſation: 
neither the having, nor the wanting water-bap- 
tiſm, mach. leſs.cither the time or the mode of re- 
ng it it, is of — the leaſt conſideration i in com- 
N pariſon 
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pariſon with that mutual condeſcenſion, forbeqs- 
ance and love, which enter into the eſſence and are 
the life of the new creature. — That tis quite con- 
trary to the genius and ſpirit of chriſtianity to lay 
fo great a ſtreſs upon ritual obſervances; the king- 
dom of God, or the ſtate of religion under the 
adminiſtration of the Meſſiah, © confiſting not in 
meat and drink, but in righteouſneſs, peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Ghoſt.” And he that in theſe 
things ſerveth Chriſt, is accepted of God,” (and 
therefore with great cordiality ought to be received 

alſo) and approved of men. | 


if there be then, Brethren, any communion 
betwixt the glorious, triumphant, united church 
in heaven, and this militant, divided, diſtraQed 
one on earth,—If they have any knowledge of 
our ſtate, or concern themſelves in our happineſs, 
and wiſh the progreſs and adyancement of Chriſt's 
kingdom in the world, —as without queſtion they 
do: What pleaſure muſt it give theſe benevolent . 
ſpirits, to fee the ſeveral contending ſects and par- 
ties of chriſtians laying aſide their animoſities, and 
n like themſelves, in arms of mutual de- 
ee, 0 light! 


1 138 7 
light! It will cauſe joy amongſt the Angels in the 
preſence of God, if, aboliſhing thoſe diviſions 


which have been ſo long, and ſo deep a diſgrace to 
Chriſtianity, and hurt to ourſelves, we return to 
that generous, catholic, benevolent diſpoſition, 


which is the true glory of our nature, the true 
happineſs of the human ſoul, and the brighteſt 
image of God, the common Father of us all: and 
if, as the appointed token of this benevolent diſ- 


x poſition, we eat as brethren, at the common Table | 


of our Lord, and rejoice together in love. 


4 


The heavenly hoſt, at ſuch a ſight, will again 


ſtrike their golden harps, and ſing © Glory to God 
in the higheſt; on earth peace; and good-will 
*% amongſt men.” Let us hear them as if addreſſing 


us in the words of one of their bright Companions. 
If there be any conſolation in Chriſt, if any 
comfort of love, if any fellowſhip of the ſpirit, 


which you ought religioufly to cheriſh; © af any 
bowels and mercies, which you are obliged to put 
on, © fulfil ye our joy; by being like-minded,” 


unanimous, having the ſame love, of one accord, 


and of one mind. © Let nothing be done through 


Bo Oo 
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ſtrife or vain- glory, but, in lowlineſs of mind, let 
each eſteem other better than themſelves.” * And 


we beſeech you to walk worthy of the vocation 
| whetewith you are called: with all lowlineſs and 
meekneſs, with long-ſuffering, forbearing one an- 
other in love; endeavouring” ( earneſtly 
firiving © to keep the unity of the ſpirit in the 
bond of peace. I Remember what ſolemn charges 
our Lord gave, and what earneſt prayers he offered 
up, that all who called themſelves his diſciples 
| ſhould love one another: that they all may be 
be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in thee; 
that they alſo may be all one in us: that the world z 
may believe that thou haſt ſent me, and that they 
may be one, even as we are one.“ J. . 


0 There is one body, and one ſpirit, which 
animates and fills this one body, the church, * even 
as ye are called in one hope of your calling: one 
Lord, one F aith, one Baptiſm” of the Spirit, by 
which every fincere chriſtian hath been vitally 
united, and received into the one body; the church 


nt. II. I, 2, 3. El 7 EH Zs. IV. 1, 27 3. 5 
{ck t * XVII, 21, 22. 
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tw}, 


of Jeſus Chriſt, © oi God and Father of all, who 


is above all, and through all, and in you all.“ 


I beg leave again to obſerve, that as a ſymbol of 


this unity, and as x means of promoting it, you 
are commanded, by your common Lord, to eat as 


dat one Table, and to drink as of one cup, as a 
ſtanding token or fign of your being all childrerr of 


one family, and animated by one ſpirit. Receive 


one anothef then to this ſacred inſtitution : and 


rethetnber, that for one party of chriſtians to ſet 


ap a Table in the church, or houſe of God, in 


oppoſition to, and in diſtinction from others, and 
to exclude any from it whom they have reaſon 


to believe are the Lord's accepted ſervants, is cri- 
minally to break the unity of the church; it is to 


wound and tear in pieces the one body of Jeſus 


_ Chriſt. The Table they thus ere& is not the 
Lord's Table, but a Table of their own: and as 


far as they thus eat in criminal ſeparation from, 


and uncharitable ſecluſion of other acknowledged 
ehriſtians, they eat not the Lord's Supper. 


Now, therefore, Brethren, though there hap- 


pens to be a trifling and inſignificant difference 
J betwixt 
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betwixt Us, as to the circumſtance of water· bap⸗ 


tiſm, let not Satan get advantage of it, to ſeparate 
and divide, and thereby weaken and diſgrace us in 


the ſight of an obſerving world. The difference, 


ſurely, is not ſuch, but we may worſhip in the 
ſame Aſſembly, eat at the ſame Table of Ohriſt 
our common Lord, and walk in perfect communion 


and fellow ſhip with one another. 


Now our Lord Jeſus C Chit in himfel, and. Goa | 
even our Father, who hath loved us, and given us 


everlaſting canfolation and good hope through 


Grace; comfort, unite, and ſtrengthen our hearts, | 


and eſtabliſh and make us perfect in every good 


work! That, holding the unity of the ſpirit i in the 
bond of peace, we may grow pp into a greater 


meetneſs to be tranſlated to the happy realms 
where alt the children ef- God Kall be gathered 
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